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RHGNS Mission Statement
To encourage participation in the art and craft
of rug hooking.
To foster a sense of originality and beauty in
colour and design.
To provide support for the exchange of ideas and
information among the members of the RHGNS
To sponsor and financially assist specific
programs for the membership which are
designed to promote excellence in the craft.
To promote public awareness through
exhibitions and publicity.
To record and preserve the history of the craft.

Visit the Guild website at rhgns.com
Join our Facebook Group – Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia

This issue's cover
Hooked/Braided Rug
This is a braided rug with a hooked medallion in the
centre. It is approximately 40” in diameter. My
teacher was Margaret Hunt Masters and I believe she
designed the centrepiece. In our travels to find wool in
the local thrift stores, we came upon it. If anyone has
ever braided a rug much less hooked one (the hooked
piece is done on burlap) they know how much work
went into making this. When we saw it we
immediately asked the store owner how much he
wanted for it, thinking it was probably out of our price
range. He said $5.00!
Needless to say we bought it and it is now in our living
room for all to admire. We estimate it is 50 years old
or more. In the picture you can see that this rug was
well cared for by the previous owner. We expect to do
the same and hope to give it many more years of life.
-Submitted by Victoria Hart Ingalls of
Independence, Missouri
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President’s Message
What is your motivation/inspiration?
“All the effort in the world won't matter if you are not
inspired!” - Chuck Palahniuk
Often when looking at beautifully crafted, hooked
rugs, I ask myself what motivated and inspired the
craftsperson to select that particular pattern and
colour? Was it because of a special occasion or time in
their life - maybe memories of a special place or trip
taken? Are the colours used reflecting a particular
mood? Sometimes we can be motivated by “time”
itself - or lack of it!
Browsing through photographs often stirs up
memories of a special loved one, creating in our mind
that perfectly finished piece, hooked with love and
destined to become a family heirloom that will be
passed from generation to generation in years to come!
Shopping may be what motivates you!! Some hookers
get inspired by simply browsing through the pattern
rack in their favourite vendors' shop, searching for that
newly inked, “never before hooked” pattern. Handling
and feeling the softness of that beautifully dyed piece
of wool, that you can just tell, was dyed with only you
in mind!
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For others, computers are our means of motivation.
Surfing the internet and rug hooking sites or seeing the
various projects on Pinterest can get those creative
juices flowing! Articles in rug hooking magazines and
publications, telling of the accomplishments of our
fellow rug hookers far and wide, often motivate us to
achieve!
Sometimes the energy and passion of our fellow rug
hookers act as our inspiration! Soon we will be
planning and receiving invitations to Hook-Ins among
the hooking groups in our region! What better way to
get together and share ideas and get inspired as to what
you are going to do for your NEXT hooked rug. The
Rug School in May at Mount Saint Vincent University,
Halifax also acts as a motivator for those who want to
learn a different technique in the art of rug hooking.
Even dropping in to see the impressive Hooked Rug
display at Rug School is worth your time!
As rug hookers, we are inspired to hook our “works of
art” by various means, at different times, under
different circumstances. Sometimes we ARE that
inspiration for others through our hooked rugs or by
the words that we say or by the manner in which we
say them! The most important thing is that we keep
being inspired so that our efforts and hooked rugs
matter in this world!
-Dwight Gallagher, President
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Greetings from your
new Acting Editor
It is with appreciation that I acknowledge the
confidence shown in me by the Executive of the
RHGNS in appointing me as Editor of The Loop
Magazine. I'm a former owner of a commercial
printing business and feel confident that I'm up for the
job. I've been hooking since 2011 and remain active in
the two Yarmouth Hooking Groups, the Rugg Bees
and the Carpetbaggers.
Linda Alderdice has stepped down in order to fulfill
her Executive position of Vice-President. Garth
Wyman of Sunrise Printing Limited remains our
Layout Editor which will result in a smooth transition
for me.
Please continue to send in articles, updates and
photographs for submission in The Loop. We are
always in need of tips and free patterns too. Share
your news and photographs for the enjoyment of all
members. We may hold photos and articles for
upcoming editions but will be mindful in regard to
time-sensitive material.
I'm looking forward to working with everyone in the
continuation of a quality and informative magazine.
Keep your hooks busy and have a great spring and
summer.
– Respectfully,
Frieda Perry, Acting Editor
Me and my Kitty Litter mat which I hooked and donated
to Operation Cat SNIP, Yarmouth for a fundraising raffle.
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Correction
In the December 2015 magazine on page 22, the
description under the last mat should read
Western NS – Meredith Dease
Also on page 28, 2015 Award Winners at
Fairs/Exhibitions, 8 should read Meredith Dease under
Traditional Hooked Mat
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Placing an Ad in The Loop:
If you or anyone you know wishes to place an ad in
upcoming issues, the contact person for placing an ad is
Ann Jones, our Publicist. Please send the information
you wish to have included in the ad and ad size to Ann.
If you have any questions regarding placing an ad, Ann
may be contacted by email: annjones@eastlink.ca or
phone: 902-742-1978.
Ann will issue an invoice to you once your request has
been made. PREPAYMENT is required before placing
the ad in The Loop. Cheques are to be made payable to
the RHGNS. These details are included in the invoice
Ann will send to you once you place your ad.

* Any ad requiring logos or special graphics
must be sent camera-ready.

Frieda Perry, Editor

Meredith Dease's Award Winning Traditional Hooked Mat
“Socks On A Line”

Advertising Rates for The Loop 2016

The Loop Submission Deadline Dates
for 2016

To ensure prompt delivery of our magazine to our
readers, please have all articles, reports, ads, etc.
submitted BEFORE the following deadline dates.
•May 9, 2016 for the June issue.
•August 5, 2016 for the September issue.
•October 28, 2016 for the December issue.

Remembering
Loved Ones
Mary Travis
Betty Knight
Sue Russell on the loss of
her brother Robert Wayne Stuart
Abbie Ross
Shirley Canning
Betty Brown on the loss of her sister
Dwight Gallagher on the loss of his mother
Leone Cox on the loss of her mother
Bea Hatfield on the loss of her husband Al
When sending articles with photos, please do not send
the photo embedded in the article. Please send the
article and the photo as two attachments when sending
via email. Digital photos should be high-resolution for
best results.
Send submissions to:
Frieda Perry, Acting Editor
Email: perryhome@eastlink.ca
The Editor of The Loop Magazine retains exclusive
control over the content and format. All information
submitted for publication will be subject to and will be
included or excluded in the newsletter on the sole
discretion of the Editor.
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ARTISTS OF THE YEAR PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
January 31, 2016, Queensland, Nova Scotia, Canada
Hooked Rug Museum of North America (HRMNA) is
pleased to announce this years honourees for the “Rug
Hooking Artists of the Year.”
This is the fourth year such an appointment is being
made. Representative samples of the artists' work will
be displayed as a special featured exhibit at the
Museum for the 2016 season.
The winners are chosen because of their talents and
their contribution to the advancement of the art. Rug
Hooking has evolved from utilitarian craft to fine art
over three centuries of development in North America,
according to Founding Director and Chairperson of the
Board, Suzanne Conrod. “This assessment of rug
hooking in comparison to an early stage of hooking,
offers an opportunity to learn more about the amazing
talents that exist in the art,” says Conrod.
Conrod announced Deanne Fitzpatrick and Susan
Morin as the respective Canadian and International
“Rug Hooking Artists of the Year”.
The Canadian Artist is Deanne Fitzpatrick, a full time
professional artist. Originally from Newfoundland,
Deanne has a rug hooking studio in Amherst, Nova
Scotia. Her work can be found in the permanent
collections of The Canadian Museum of History, The
Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, The Nova Scotia Art Bank
and The Art Gallery of Newfoundland and Labrador.
She has written several books on rug hooking and
illustrated a children's book by Sheree Fitch. Deanne
is interested in the modern aesthetic of rug hooking
and will be hosting a Hook-in on June 18 where she
will be signing books as well.
The International Artist is Susan Morin of Georgia, a
Pearl McGown accredited teacher and artist whose
work is well known in both the United States and
Canada for its artistry. Her rugs have been exhibited at
the Jekyll Island Arts Association and featured in
many other venues. Morin will be teaching a session
on primitive art in rug hooking on September 10 and
11 at the Museum.
“We are delighted to be featuring the work of such
talented artists again this year. Thanks to both for their
generosity in sharing their art with us for the 2016
summer season” says Suzanne Conrod.
The Hooked Rug Museum of North America is
operated by a not-for-profit society dedicated to the

preservation and celebration of the art and traditions of
hooked rugs. The 2016 season has a full schedule that
includes; beginner, advanced and dyeing workshops,
hook-ins, along with other planned events.
The Museum is open weekends in May and daily, June
to October. It is located at 9849 Highway #3 (St.
Margaret's Bay Road), in Queensland/Hubbards,
Nova Scotia, telephone (902) 858-3060,
www.hookedrugmuseumofnorthamerica.org.
For more information please contact
Suzanne Conrod
Chairperson and Arts Liaison
and Founding Director,
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
Tel: 902-275-5222 Email: dornoc@eastlink.ca

The Rug Hooking Guild of
Newfoundland and Labrador

Location:
Killdevil Camp and Conference Centre, Lomond, NL in
beautiful Gros Morne National Park. From Trans Canada
Highway, take Exit 16, Route 430 North to Wiltondale.
Turn left onto Route 431, proceed 14 kms; turn right at
Lomond/Killdevil, continue for 3 kms to Killdevil Camp and
Conference Centre. Watch for Rug School signage.
(Killdevil is approximately 40 minutes drive from Deer Lake
Airport.)

August 18 - 21, 2016
For Details and/or Registration,
please contact:

Registrar – Molly White
mewhite6@hotmail.com
Phone: 1-709-453-2538
OR Mail to: Box 205, Bonne Bay, NL A0K 1P0

www.rhgnl.ca
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RHGNS

Treasurer’s Report
Balance Sheet
September 30, 2015
Current Assets:
Chequing Account
Savings Account
Memorial Balance of
Savings Account
1 Year GIC
2 Year GIC
3 Year GIC
3 Year GIC

Income Statement
October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015
(Note: Budget ﬁgures are in brackets)

$17,760.51
7,758.25
2,245.00
2,556.25
2,562.50
2,500.00
2,500.00

Total Current Assets

$37,882.51

Guild Equity:
Equity Balance
as of October 1, 2014
Proﬁt-Loss Current Year

$29,080.14
8,802.37

Equity Balance
as of September 30, 2015

$37,882.51

Revenue:
Membership
Loop Ads
AGM
Shop
Rug School
Miscellaneous
Fees & Interest

$21,373.53 ($20,000)
875.00
(1,600)
2,573.00
(1,400)
1,519.00
(650)
12,168.52
(4,000)
1,588.00
(50)
313.23
(150)

Total Revenue:

$40,410.28 ($27,850)

Expenses:
Ofﬁce
$448.74
Loop
19,176.18
AGM
1,864.41
Shop
1,033.56
Rug School
500.00
Miscellaneous
2,065.57
Fees & Interest
1,255.66
Travel
3,882.94
Website
904.75
Prizes & Gifts
548.10
Reg. Workshop Grants
50.00
Mat Registry
Public Relations
Total Expenses:

$31,729.91 ($27,850)

Net Proﬁt

– Submitted by Donna Legere, Treasurer RHGNS

(775)
(18,600)
(1,800)
(400)
(500)
(100)
(1,300)
(2,400)
(900)
(475)
(300)
(200)
(100)

$8,680.37

Opening Bank Balance
Proﬁt
Unposted Interest & Fees

$29,080.14
8,680.37
122.00

RHGNS Bank Balance
at September 30, 2015

$37,882.51

SPRUCE TOP RUG HOOKING STUDIO

River House

255 Main Street
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia

36 Petite Riviere Road
Petite Riviere, NS B4V 5X6
gallery, gifts and gatherings

Phone: 902-624-9312
Toll Free: 1-888-784-4665
www.sprucetoprughookingstudio.com

Rug Hooking and Fiber Art

Jane Steele
riverhousejane@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-693-3111
www.facebook.com/RiverHouseRugHookin
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NS Rug Hooking School
Treasurer’s Report
Revenues 2014 - 2015
Tuition
Room & Board
On Your Own
Guild Advance
Vendor Rental
President R & B
Class Photos
Fund Raising Auction
Interest on Savings Account
Total Revenue

$35,055.00
29,680.00
2,960.00
3,500.00
235.00
340.63
47.30
2,695.00
285.43

Expenses 2014 - 2015
Facilities Rental

Income Statement for the year to date
September 02, 2015
Revenue:

Interest on Short Term Inv.
Interest on GIC
Membership
Workshop Registration
AGM Course

$74,798.36

$7,316.88

Teacher’s Salaries (9)
Teacher’s Travel
Teacher’s Room & Board
Total Teacher’s Expenses

9,000.00
2,259.00
3,591.45
$14,850.45

Student Room & Board
Committee Room & Board
Total R & B

35,143.95
1,854.49
$36,998.44

Free Tuition Draw
285.00
Entertainment Wed. DJ
450.00
Ofﬁce Supplies & Postage
635.16
Bank Service Chg. & Auditor
198.58
Rug Show Display Boards
891.25
Evening Refreshments
707.83
Miscellaneous
7.28
Committee Travel
576.33
Advance to Return to Guild
3,500.00
Total Operating & Admin.
$7,251.43
Total Expenses

$8,381.16

– Submitted by Valerie Despres,
Treasurer NSRHS

Plum Tree Studio

Hooked rugs, Quilts, Knit items, many fiber art pieces
Hand dyed wool and yarn - Linen - Frames
Collectibles and so much more.
Class space Summer and Fall Classes and drop in days.

413 Buffalo Road
Wheatley River - Rustico PEI
902 963 2622
Call for information or check Facebook
COME VISIT

$11.40
84.07
660.00
3,004.15
180.00

$3,939.62

Expenses:
RHGNS Meeting Room
Truro 2014
$25.00
RHGNS Meeting Room AGM
115.00
Lucy Richard - Teach Proff.
Dev. & Mileage
187.00
Shelly Withers Mileage
165.90
Shelly Withers Teach Proff. Dev.
75.00
Doris Norman Teach Proff. Dev.
105.00
Tatamagouche Ctr. Proff. Dev.
2,877.90
Harley Richardson Audit
75.00
RHGNS Meeting Room
Truro 2015
25.00
RHGNS Insurance
112.50
Bank Fee
31.45

3,794.75

Net Income

$144.87

Bank Balances:
Variable Rate GIC
Short Term Investment
Savings
Total

$66,417.20

Total Surplus as of July 2015

RHGNS Teachers Branch
Treasurer’s Report

$8,333.80
1,444.30
3,489.79
$13,267.89

– Respectfully submitted by Tracy Holmes,
Treasurer, Teachers Branch
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Worm Cushion Cover
Brigitte Webb is a member of RHGNS who lives in the
highlands of Scotland in the town of Dingwall, where
there are no rug hooking groups. Gayle Wynn, a past
director is her son Tristan's mother-in-law and
introduced Brigitte to rug hooking in Truro in 2005/6.
Brigitte does belong to a craft group and has taught a
couple of people to hook rugs.
Brigitte has had a local exhibition of her work and has
given four show-and-tell talks to various groups in her
area - the last to a group of 70 plus folks. She is
certainly doing what she can to promote rug hooking
in Scotland. Brigitte was a finalist in the Celebrations
competition three years ago, and is going to have some
of her rugs published in two books, one out this April
or May and the other out next year. Her worm cushion
cover is a great project for using up leftovers.
Submitted by Brigitte Webb

Worm Cushion Cover Front

Worm Cushion Cover Back
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Family Hookers
Three Sisters Hooking
Sharon Connors shares this picture of herself and her
sisters at the annual hook-in in Prince Edward Island.
She says, “We make a point of getting together each
year for this event.”

Mother & Daughter

June Gorman and her daughter Kim (Gorman) Clark
have been hooking beautiful primitive mats together
for 20 years. June is from Wilmot in the Annapolis
Valley and has hooked with the Fundy Hookers for
many years. Kim (Gorman) Clark is from Stellarton,
and has belonged to the guild for several years now.
Their mat “Brothers” was designed by Kim and
hooked by June. It represents three of June's
grandsons. Truly a family treasure.

June Gorman with daughter Kim Clarke
Left to right: Jean Cormier, Hillsborough, NB;
Sharon Connors, Scoudouc Road, NB and Betty Callaghan,
Sherwood, PEI. Three girls and 6 boys make a total of 9
kids in our Murray family.

Exhibitions and Fairs
Again in 2016, the Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
is inviting county and provincial exhibitions to take
part in the selection of the "Best Traditional Mat" and
the "Best Other Hooked Article" in the Maritimes. The
classes include:
1. "Traditional Hooked Floor Mat
made with suitable material".
Suitable material would be woven wool, nylons,
fleece, and cotton – new or recycled materials as our
ancestors would have done. The Rug Hooking Guild
will supply a $25.00 gift certificate and a button
ribbon.
2. Best hooked "Other article"
This could be a wall hanging, 3-D article, table mat,
etc. The Rug Hooking Guild will supply a $25.00 gift
certificate and a button ribbon
The Best in Maritime Mat and Hooked Item will be
judged at the RHGNS AGM in October. This would
allow people from the regions to bring the winning
mats and other hooked items from the local fairs to the
AGM. The winners at the Guild level will receive

June Gorman and Kim Clarke - “Brothers Mat”

prizes of –1st. $50.00 and 2nd. $25.00 in each class.
Last year the Western Nova Scotia Exhibition in
Yarmouth, Annapolis Valley Exhibition, Halifax County
Exhibition, Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition,
Cumberland County Exhibition, Pictou County/North
Colchester Exhibition, Cape Breton Exhibition in Nova
Scotia and The Provincial Exhibition in Prince Edward
Island participated and we had a wonderful show at the
Annual General Meeting.
At present invitation letters have gone out to several
exhibitions and fairs in New Brunswick and we would
invite readers to suggest other fairs and exhibitions
which have a traditional rug hooking component to
please contact me so that they can be considered in the
future. This is a great way to promote interest in
traditional rug hooking and get our wonderful work
before the public. And don't forget to enter your own
work in one or more of these exhibitions.
If you have suggestions or questions, please contact
Carol Connick
cconnick@pei.sympatico.ca or 902-675-4435
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News From the Hooked Rug Museum of
North America
underway with a three day “Faces Workshop” May 31
The Hooked Rug Museum of North America saw a
very busy year in 2015, filled with hook-ins,
workshops on a variety of topics, international visitors,
many exhibits showcasing the work of artists from
across Canada and the United States, and finished the
year with an historical and rug hooking training
program for Nova Scotia school teachers as part of
their professional development activities. This was a
first for the Museum.
During the winter of 2015, Suzanne Conrod was
approached by Mary Beth Osbourn, visual arts
specialist of the Halifax Regional School Board to
give a talk to High School Art teachers. Suzanne
presented a program on the history of rug hooking.
Board Member, Sherry Chandler followed with a
presentation on dyeing. Both then led a demonstration
session where the Art teachers learned to design and
rug hook their own patterns.
Following the enthusiastic response to this
presentation, a more formal session was organized at
the Museum in October inviting Art Teachers from
across the province to participate in a full-day training
workshop as part of their Professional Development.
The event was very successful with the Museum
welcoming thirty-one elementary and high school
teachers.
During the day long session Suzanne and Sherry, with
the assistance of Susan Lord, taught the teachers how
to draw their own designs, colour plan and rug
hooking techniques. For the teachers it was an
opportunity to explore hands-on learning, and to
provide them with a skill set that could be brought into
their classrooms. Most of the participants had never
picked up rug hooking tools before.

– June 2, led by RHGNS accredited teacher, Ruth
Downing, followed by a two day Beginners workshop
led by Pearl McGown-accredited teacher Doug Rankin
of Highland Heart Hookery on June 4 and 11. Regular
Hook-ins resume on June 18 with special guest and
Artist of the Year for HRMNA Deanne Fitzpatrick,
who will also be signing her books. Doug Rankin
returns to lead a Mandela Workshop, another three day
session for July 8-10. In August, Jane Steele of River
House Rug Hooking Studio will lead a two day “Stash
Buster” workshop for the creation of small, irregular
shaped rugs using leftovers or new wool on the 6th
and 7th, this will be followed by another Hook-In on
August 13. At the end of the month, Lucy Richard
brings back her popular Wooley Mason Jar dyeing
techniques with a Beginners and Advanced dye
demonstration on Aug 27 and Aug 28. On September
10-11 International Artist of the Year, Pearl McGown
accredited teacher Susan Morin will lead a “Little
Town” workshop on Primitive Rug hooking.
According to Board Member Sherry Chandler, these
classes are limited in size. “Interested persons should
register in advance to avoid disappointment” she says.
The Museum is a registered not-for-profit organization
that relies on a core of volunteers to deliver their
programming. For more details about registration
please visit the Hooked Rug Museum of North
America's website
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org or contact
Sherry Chandler at hookedrugmuseum@gmail.com

There was a personal connection for many of the
teachers. “My grandmother and aunts hooked rugs,”
said Lynn Charlton a grade two teacher from Kingston,
Nova Scotia and first time rug hooker. Others saw the
potential for creativity with students, “this is a skill
that can be taught in the classroom”, said Anita Kent
of Westphal Elementary in Dartmouth.
Volunteers at the Museum are now hard at work,
planning for a full slate of activities for the 2016
season. The Museum will be celebrating the 125th
anniversary of Pearl McGown with a Hall of Fame
exhibit. Activities will start with The Hubbards
Writer's Festival on May14, followed by the Women in
Business Luncheon on May 27. The workshops get

School teacher training in progress at the Hooked Rug
Museum of North America. Standing in the background
from left to right, are Susan Lord, Sherry Chandler and
Suzanne Conrod
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Strawberry Thief
This photograph is of a William Morris project called
"Strawberry Thief".
This is a project I recently completed. It was from
Doris Norman's class of 2014 at Rug School.
- Submitted by Vivien Worden

When You Wish
Upon a Star
Last year, rug hooker Charlotte Wood was drawn to
one of Sue Russell's hooking designs of a cat sitting on
a moon. It brought back a very fond memory of long
ago –1955 to be exact–when Charlotte and her future
husband Charlie were teenage sweethearts living in
Fredericton. During a Saturday afternoon drive, they
decided to take in the Old Home Week carnival in
Woodstock. “I remember it as plain as day,” says
Charlotte. “We decided to have a photo taken of us
sitting on the moon and wishing on a star.”

Vivien Worden Project

Threads of Gold
I call it "Threads of Gold" and think of it as golden
threads in the tapestry of my life.
There are 28 names. Some names represent more than
one person (eg: there are 4 Shirleys in my life).
This is another project aimed at reducing my 'stash'.
My mat is not exactly square so don't blame the
photographer if it looks wonky.
- Submitted by Barb Jess, Yarmouth,
Guild Life Member

Charlotte and Charlie Wood wishing on a star in 1955
Sue Russell kindly agreed to add a second cat to the
hooking design, making it the perfect gift for their
60th wedding anniversary.
As for Charlie, he remembered their adventure as soon
as he saw the hooking and the photo. In Charlotte's
words, he was “blown away” by the rug hooking and
got a real kick out of her caption: “Two old cats 60
years later.” He made a frame for the hooking and
attached the photo and captions to the back.

Barb Jess’s Mat Threads of Gold

The entire family of four children and nine
grandchildren appreciated their grandparents' creation.
They particularly enjoyed studying the 1955 photo in
search of any family resemblances, as they celebrated
with Charlotte and Charlie over dinner at the
Blomidon Inn.
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weekly meetings & surprised us with a visit the
following week.
Well, the noise level of 25 or so boisterous hookers

Charlotte and her Wishing on a Star Hooking

Thanks for sharing your story, Charlotte. Our
congratulations and best wishes go out to you and
Charlie on your 60th wedding anniversary.
- Submitted by Donna McGrath
Kentville, Annapolis Valley

Alan Tibbetts
The Carnegie Rug Hookers had their last exhibit at the
SJAC in 2012. Alan Tibbetts had recently retired and
was looking for a new hobby to occupy his free time.
He admired the variety of styles of our mats & was
quite intrigued. He was invited to drop by one of our

Alan Tibbetts at work on his first mat

would put off even the bravest of souls & Alan did
waiver. A few weeks later, though, he arrived with a
Deanne Fitzpatrick kit, ready to start hooking. We
found him a frame & a space to sit. To truly immerse
him in the rug hooking underworld, he was dragged
off to the Sussex hook-in the very next morning. If he
could survive that, we knew that we had him!
Since completing that first kit, Alan has designed all of
his mats. Most of them have been gifts, each
personalized for the lucky recipient. His artistry &
sense of colour have made him invaluable to our
group, not to mention his kindness & wicked sense of
humour.
For the past two years, Alan has been kind enough to
take a member of the Carnegie Rug Hookers on a
winter vacation with him, to a warm climate. My
image, on a flying carpet, was the first. Being emailed
photos of the mat in progress, lying by the pool or
going on a hike, certainly made my day during those
blizzards. Last year, Lynn Kinsella was the chosen
one. Needless to say, everyone looked forward to
those sunny images!
In 3 years, Alan has completed more mats than anyone
in our group. No two mats are alike & each design is
uniquely Alan. He has gone from being a beginner to
a treasured mentor for the Carnegie Rug Hookers.
- Submitted by Paula Weiss, Carnegie Hookers

Alan Tibbetts' retirement mat for Lynn Kinsella.
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An Uncommon Repair
Tales from the River House
I was asked recently by a friend if I would repair her
rug. A quick glance suggested a quick fix, it only
looked like a minor job – unpicking the binding and

River House Repair # 3

River House Repair # 1

re-hooking two ends of wool. However, when I got
the rug back to the River House and had a closer look,
I discovered Big Foot must have attacked it. I have
never seen this problem in rugs before, nor read about
it in any of my many hooking books. If it was in a
garment, we would call this “seam slippage”. The
linen seems to have stretched between the hooking and
the whipping, so that the holes are too large for the
wool strips to stay in place.

River House Repair # 2

Hmmm – actually it was an easy fix, all I did was sew
the whipping and the hooking together with upholstery
thread doubled up, so the linen was again tight enough
to hold the loops.
The photos give a better explanation than words. I
would be interested to know if anyone else has
experienced this problem...?
- Submitted by Jane Steele, River House Rug Hooking
Email: Jane at riverhousejane@eastlink.ca

River House Repair # 4

River House Repair # 5
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Annapolis Valley Region
I would like to begin by thanking the Fundy Group for
joining us at our annual Christmas pot luck held in
November. I hope they had as much fun as we did! I
was happy to play the role of Santa's Helper and give
out lovely Christmas tree ornaments to our guests.
Thanks to Joan Albert and the Spinners group for
making these colourful tree balls out of snippets of
wool strips.

Ann Marie, Donna, Peggy and Shirley
show off their hats and their Van Gogh hookings

Now, we're well into winter and rug hooking in the
Annapolis Valley is in full swing. I'm so often inspired
and amazed at the endless possibilities for personal
expression provided through the art of rug hooking.
Peggy Colburne of Falmouth recently designed and
hooked a mat named “Who Will Eli Be Today?” (see
the Gallery photo). The design reflects Eli's
enthusiasm for dressing up as different
characters–today Spiderman, tomorrow a fireman–who

knows what the next day will bring? This unique gift
represents an expression of a grandmother's love and a
lasting memento of Eli's boyhood.

Charlotte, Marie and Bernice
Admire Peggy's Rug for Eli

In the mat “Lester's Boys”, (see the Gallery photo)
Janet Boates of Centreville applied her design talents
and her attention to detail to a very personal rug
hooking. Lester is Janet's husband; the 'boys' are his
two oxen, Lion and Brite. The well-chosen
embellishments of bells made from clay moulds,
metallic chains and beaded pads add just the right
touches to this exquisite hooking. Lester must be
thrilled with this very special birthday gift.
“Memories of Seattle” (see the Gallery photo) is a
beautiful seascape designed and hooked by Ann Marie
Harley of Falmouth. The piece is her interpretation of
the breathtaking views she and her best friends
experienced during their visit to the Islands of Juan de
Fuca from Seattle, Washington to Vancouver Island.
At a recent Guild hook-in, members of the Apple
Blossom group expressed their enthusiasm for
Halloween by wearing their witches' hats while
showcasing their completed Van Gogh pictorials.
Each mat reflects their individual interest in a
particular Van Gogh painting and their different
hooking styles.
How fortunate we are to be able to share our personal
stories through rug hooking! And, they inspire all of
us to create personal works of our own.

Santa's Helper and our Director Mary Ellen Carpenter
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I am closing on a sad note. It was in November that
Mary Travis attended our pot luck, helped out in the
kitchen and hooked with the rest of us. But in
December, Mary was gone. We were very saddened to
hear of her sudden death. We send our sincere
condolences to her family and her fellow rug hookers
in the Rags to Riches hooking group. This sudden loss
is a reminder to all of us to focus on the present and to
treasure our family and friends.
- Mary Ellen Carpenter
Annapolis Valley Regional Director

Colchester

The Economy Rug Hookers
The group continues weekly get-togethers at the
Economy Rec. Centre to catch up and check out each
other's projects, etc., although some members do not
make it every week due to weather, flu bugs, travel,
etc.

The Colchester Heritage Hookers ended the 2015
hooking season with a Christmas luncheon at the
Holiday Inn, Truro. Following the lunch, we enjoyed
singing some Christmas carols accompanied by Sue
Murray on the keyboard. Hooking started again in
January with members working on a variety of
projects. The group is working on a Maud Lewis
pattern to donate to the local Hospital Auxiliary as our
Community project. One of our members has
completed a mat for the Ganong Delecto Project, no
photo yet, waiting for instructions from the project
organizer. Several members of the group are attending
a Hook-In at Knox United Church on Feb. 5, hosted by
Country Matters group - a fund raiser for a Syrian
refugee family. A few members have received their
confirmation for Rug School-yea!!

Piece hooked by Judith vanDuren
of the Memorial Park in Bass River

In the fall, Judith Van Duren did a special project as a
fundraiser for the Veterans' Memorial Park in Bass
River. She designed and hooked a small mat from a
photo of the park in full bloom, showing the flags and
the plaques, and sold tickets on it. Judith hooks with
yarn which lends itself well to the small features of
flowers and plants. It was really beautiful.
Several members are planning for rug school again
this year, and they are excited as there are some really
great classes being offered. It is always fun to share
what is learned with those who are not able to attend.
The group began as mostly beginners/self taught and it
is amazing to see some of the projects being
completed.
The group is in initial stages of planning a show and
tea again this summer. We missed doing so last year
as there were too many conflicting events, but hope to
make it bigger and better this year. Some ideas
brought forward would be to have some hands-on
demos on hooking, dyeing, and other crafts by local
artisans. More to come as plans are confirmed.
Everyone is looking forward to Spring/Summer when
hook-ins begin again. Until then, hope everyone keeps
warm and safe, and happy hooking!

Two interpretations of the same pattern. The light mat held
by Leone Cox, was hooked by Barb Partner, the dark version
was hooked and is held by Pat Clark.

Of interest to rug hookers, Pat Clarke and Barb Partner
(sisters) have each finished a rug based on the same
pattern, but different treatments. Interesting how the
same pattern can look so different depending on colour
choices and background.
There is some interest in organizing a small course for
the group-research being done .
Friday Friends are busy hooking all things Celtic!
Gail Lambert came to Truro and gave us a Celtic
course in November. Wonderful! One of our
members has completed four Celtic patterns since
then...guess she loves it! People have been sharing
pics of their pieces as they finish them and they are
beautiful. The patterns, the colours, yum!
Work continues on our group charity project. It is
really coming together.
Colchester County: The position of Director is
available. My term is finishing in October. Two
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four new members recently.
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters held a tessellation
workshop over two sessions with Beth Calabrese. The
first session involved the mathematics and logistics of
tessellation, while the second session dealt with
planning, designing and placing patterns on backing.
The workshop was much enjoyed by participants.

Friday Friends, and friends, Celtic Course

consecutive terms is the maximum allowed by the
Guild so continuing is not an option for me. Please
consider taking this opportunity to contribute to your
guild.
The Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition is held in Truro
every August. The two top pieces are eligible to go on
to compete for the Best in the Maritimes title, judged
at the AGM in October. As often as we wish for a
faerie to wave her wand and make things happen, I
have never witnessed it myself. For the rug
exhibit/competition to take place in Truro, someone
needs to coordinate the booth. The skill set for the job
is: someone who is good with organizing; someone
who is willing to put the time in during exhibition
week; someone who is available to attend meetings
with the exhibition committee leading up to the
exhibition; someone who can schedule volunteers and
make sure the mats are supervised at all times that the
barn is open to the public. I loved coordinating the
show but volunteers to sit with the show are scarce. I
have done two years. It is time for someone else to
step forward. A volunteer/faerie should be in place
now, so please consider this post, I found it very
rewarding.
- Submitted by Beverly Levine
Colchester County Director

Cape Breton Region

The rug hookers of the Munro Crafters Guild are all
working on individual projects. The members will be
volunteering at the annual fish cake and bean supper in
March; their major fundraiser of the year.
Old School House rug hookers continue to make
progress on the Heritage panels and it is hoped they
will be hung by the end of May. The group has six
members going to rug school in May.
Gabarus' Winter Womens Workshop continues to meet
with some members enviably gone to warmer climates
for the next few months.

Wild Wooly Women meets at the seniors and
pensioners club in Marion Bridge and has welcomed

Country Lane Studio in Homeville carries on with the
members working on individual projects.
Down East Rug Hookers also hosted Beth for a
tessellation workshop enjoyed by those in attendance.
The group is planning a snowshoeing outing for those
interested. There will be two internal “yard sale”
events to raise funds for donations to charity.
Members are working on three samplers with each
interested member having a 2”x 5” rectangle with
which to be creative.
Several of the groups have outings planned around
Valentine's Week. The members will go to Zephiros,
which is located on-site at Nova Scotia Community
College. It is always a welcome event in mid-winter
and a good way to support local young people as they
gain the skills to work in the food service industry.
- Submitted by Heather Brown,
Cape Breton Valley Regional Director

Cumberland County

It is difficult to believe that we will enjoy an early
Spring, as yet again I am housebound in the middle of
a blizzard. This is the best excuse to get the creative
juices flowing and watch the storm while hooking. We
could always call it UFP season and finally finish up
those unfinished projects.
The Hook Nook Friends had their season luncheon
catered by the ladies auxiliary and a wonderful meal
was enjoyed by all. Dwight Gallagher gave a felted
scarf demonstration/workshop in November. The
group is currently planning a group mat that will be
hooked this winter and donated to raise funds to a
charity yet to be decided. They are also finalizing the
plans for the yearly Hook-in in mid-April. The venue
has been changed to accommodate the increasing
crowd. Stay tuned for more information.
On a much sadder note our much loved friend and
hooker Abbie Ross lost her courageous battle. Abbie's
laugh, sunny spirit and talent will be missed by all who
knew her. Sympathies are extended to the family and
friends of Shirley Canning, her creative spirit will be
missed. Our sympathies also go out to Dwight
Gallagher on the loss of his mother. We hope that the
love and friendship in the group will help heal the
heartache.
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The Amherst Town and Country Thrummers enjoyed a
wonderful evening in December at the home of Lynn
Lines. Her husband played bartender and several
amazing concoctions were enjoyed along with a
variety of appetizers. No rugs were destroyed in the
enjoyment of this evening. The group is back hooking
on Tuesday evenings and although the group is small
there is no limit to the creativity.
The Northport Loopers enjoyed a potluck meal as the
closing in December. The group is now hooking for
the winter at the Lornville Church on Mondays from
1-4. There is a great group gathering and invite more
to join in for tea and hooking, guests are always
welcome. There are no special projects in the works
but a few members are planning on attending the
retreat at Villa Madonna in Rothsay N.B.

ball to hang on our tree, a lovely souvenir for many
years to come.
In December there were 30 of us from our Fundy
Group who enjoyed a luncheon, with homemade soup
and sandwiches, coffee and dessert made by the
Kingston Legion. The Upper Room Food Bank
received 96lbs. of food from us and it felt good to
help out those in need. After lunch we played games,
exchanged gifts and sang Happy Birthday to Marion
Dicks celebrating her 77th Birthday (pictured in her
Santa Hat).

The Remsheg Rug Hookers enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas gathering at the museum catered to by The
Jubilee Cottage. Many stories of how everyone got
started hooking were shared and enjoyed by all. The
group is busy putting the finishing touches on a group
mat and will have photos when done. The new project
plan is for a wall hanging for the Wallace Fire Hall
which will help with the acoustics in the hall.
Membership is up, with over 50 ladies on the list.
Again sympathies are extended to the group on the
loss of the museum curator David Dewar. David put
together several rug hooking exhibits and will be
missed. Sympathy is also extended to Betty Brown on
the loss of her sister.

Marion Dicks celebrates her 77th Birthday

Well the letters are in the mail for rug school and I
hope to see many of you there. What a wonderful way
to reconnect and enjoy the creative talent of this
amazing group. Till then keep hooking and stay warm.
- Donna Legere- Director

Fundy Group
The Annapolis Valley/Centerville group invited us to a
potluck lunch at the Centerville Community Hall on
November 26th. Mary Ellen Carpenter had everyone
excited with a huge bag from Santa Claus, saying such
things as, if you hooked a rug and entered it in the
Exhibition this year, come and take a gift from Santa
or if you are wearing red or green socks come and
take a gift from Santa, etc. It was so nice to see fellow
rug hookers and of course the food they served was so
wonderfully delicious, as always. And if that wasn't
enough, we all left with a sweet gift which was made
using the tiny cuttings of ends (all different colours)
from rug hooking projects, put in a clear Christmas

Alice Whitman

A handful of us went to Moose River to enjoy an
afternoon with Leslie and Blaine in January and were
so thankful the roads were clear. It was a beautiful
drive across the Valley. A new rug hooker to our
group, Alice Whitman, had a very fun time getting to
know Leslie and Blaine as she picked out a new
pattern and beautiful wool colours for her new
project.
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We have had one in the past and it was a great success
and we had people thanking us for having it and all
enjoyed the rug display very much. It is a fun and
great way to promote Rug Hooking.
- Cindy Noble, Fundy Regional Director

Halifax
From Donna Gass' Seascape Course.
Hooked by Johanna Herygers, Fundy Rug Hookers

It's been an exciting season for the Kingfisher Rug
Hookers. Our schedule has been filled with learning,
lunching and socializing. We've had soup days, dressup days, too-much jewellery days, shopping days, and
lots of days when we just sat, hooked and enjoyed
each other's company.

Also in January Donna Gass, our talented teacher,
taught a course called Seascapes. This course was
inspired by Donna's TIGHR trip to B.C. this past
October (2015). Donna was taught several new
courses with new design ideas. As you can see by
these completed projects pictured, it was a real success
and a hit with those who attended.

Susan Hall gave a workshop on Proddy,
and her class produced some unique wreaths

From Donna Gass' Seascape Course.
Hooked by Janet Boates, Fundy Rug Hookers

We have fun plans to visit the Firefly Makery in
Bridgetown at the end of February. We have visited
Olivia before but they now have a Cafe' added to the
craft building and we will all be able to order our
lunch while rug hooking and shopping. They serve
homemade soup, sandwiches, desserts, coffee and tea.
We are doing another course with Donna Gass in
February. This one is called Wonderscapes and we
will be designing a rug only. We are to bring a photo
which we would like to draw and make a picture
similar but different than what we see and this is where
Donna will give us some instructions of what to do, so
get your creative juices flowing. Our group is so
grateful to have Donna Gass, who gives us a helping
hand with creativity.
We are having a Tea at the Wilmot Hall on April 23rd.

We've had several new members join our group this
year, some eager to learn the art, some seasoned
hookers who've just retired from their jobs and now
have more time to devote to their passion. But we are
also losing a valued member this year. Joyce Jordan
will be moving out west to be near her family. Along
with being a certified instructor, Joyce also ran our
mobile library, which she rolled out for every session
and maintained diligently. Joyce is a prolific and
masterful rug hooker; generous with her time and
patience in helping others improve their skills. We'll
miss her.
So far this year the weather has been civil; we've only
lost one hooking day. We have so many events to
squeeze into our winter/spring schedule, and bad
weather can wreak havoc with our plans.
As this year Kingfisher will be hosting the AGM in
Halifax, we've had to do some creative marketing in
preparation. In the process, we've learned that we
have some very skilful fundraisers in our group. Our
first fundraising event in November was a giant sale of
fabric, yarn and all manner of hooking paraphernalia.
We invited the hookers from Dartmouth, Bedford,
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Prince Edward Island

Louise models her 40 Shades of Red outfit for
Bright Colours Day

Prospect and Eastern Shore to join us. And of course,
you can't shop on an empty stomach, so we provided a
lovely potluck lunch. And, a most successful market it
turned out to be. So we decided to do it again on
February 29th…a giant leap year sale. The kitchen at
Bethany United is piled high with storage containers
and plastic bags full of fabrics and the like. The
committee has made good use of social media to
advertise the event, so we're expecting line-ups at the
door.

Gail's beautiful & original tulip mat

The sun is shining, the weather is cold and I am
enjoying PEI's Family Day writing this report. I have
just come back from 2 weeks of enjoying my
grandkids in Calgary so family is on my mind. Not
having a large extended family around me I have
found that the rug hooking friends are part of my
family. Happy Family Day to all of you.

As this years host of the AGM, we look forward to
welcoming our fellow rug hookers from the other
provinces, in the fall. It's being held at the Best
Western Hotel at Chocolate Lake. For those of you
not familiar with Halifax, the hotel is very
conveniently located just off the roundabout (rotary)
on St. Margaret's Bay Road. The dates are October
14th and 15th. We'll be offering some enlightening
classes, we have some fabulous prizes to give away,
and we'll have a rug show, of course. It's what we do.
So if you find yourself in Halifax on a Monday
morning, drop by Bethany United Church, just off the
roundabout, and come in for a cuppa, a chat or a few
hours of serious hooking.
- Faith Piccolo & Roberta Palmer, Directors

Bluenose pattern, circa 1876 - 1966,
partially hooked by Allie Edwards.

Island Matters had a wonderful Christmas gathering
with many involved in Shelagh's Sheep Challenge.
Valerie Moore was the auctioneer again this year and
fun was had by all. The group had a rolling, locked
cart made for our lending library and plan to buy a
Bolivar cutter.
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Yarmouth
It might be winter but the Yarmouth area hookers are
keeping things warm with their activities.

Librarian Pat Blackett shows off the new cabinet

I was at the Island Matters meeting on Saturday and
was so impressed with all the talent displayed,
creativity, and use of different materials. Wow!! How
I wish I could bottle it. They managed to finish the
huge rug that they are raffling off with the proceeds
split between the group and PEI Woman's Institute and
getting involved with a fundraiser for the Farm Centre.

Stash Buster Workshop with Jane Steele,
River House Rug Hooking

The Rugg Bees hosted two courses in November. First
Jane Steele, River House Rug Hooking Studio,
presented a one day “Stash Buster” workshop. We
brought our wool stash and worms and worked on very
colourful mats – maybe it made a dent in our stash.
Jane provided patterns or you could bring your own.
Jane has a wonderful way to bring out your inner
artist.

Winners of the Shelagh's Sheep Challenge

The Lobster Hook-In will be the second Saturday in
June at the Farm Centre. Hope to have all the details
ready for Rug School in May.
All groups are well on PEI and looking forward to
Spring.
The winners of the Sheep Challenge are - Pat Blackett
1st, Susan Dundee 2nd and Shirley Good 3rd.
- Submitted by Anne Lockhart, Director

Maud Lewis Workshop
with Doug Rankin, Highland Heart Hookery

Later in November we held a 4 day Maud Lewis
workshop with Doug Rankin of Highland Heart
Hookery. Hookers from other areas joined us. Doug
is an excellent teacher. There were a variety of rugs
being worked on and he was able to give us great
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Reception for Annual Hooked Rug Show & Sale
Museum Show 2015

We also had a very generous offer from the Museum to
host our group – including making us tea and coffee
each week. As a thank-you, the group gave the
museum a new coffee carafe which, of course, we use
on Wednesdays.

Christmas Mug Rug Exchange

advice. Doug also brought his wide variety of dyed
wool. It was a real treat.
On November 28th the Carpetbaggers and Rugg Bees
mounted their annual Christmas season rug hooking
exhibit at the Yarmouth County Museum. We showed
our work completed in 2015. What a wide variety of
work was displayed including rugs, wall hangings,
pillows and 3 dimensional items. The exhibit was on
display until the second week of January, 2016. We
were pleased that the exhibit was extended so that it
would be available for a meeting of the Tourism
Association of NS that was held in the gallery area.
The annual Christmas party of Yarmouth area hookers
was held on December 10th. The highlight of the
evening was an exchange of Mugs & Rugs. Members
who wanted to participate found a mug and then made
a rug to match. Finding just the right mug, then
designing it, gathering colours, takes up a major part
of the fall. We had an amazing variety of mugs and
rugs showing the talent of our members. It makes for
a very special holiday party.
The Rugg Bees are now meeting on Wednesdays,
11:30 to 3:30, in the community room at the Yarmouth
County Museum. As members get older and busier,
we found that going out on winter nights was very
difficult, so we moved our hook-ins to the daytime.

Rugg Bees Gift to Yarmouth County Museum

Yarmouth and area rug hookers have many plans for
the rest of the winter, spring and summer. My
“February Hook-in” in our home will run from
February 23 to 25. I will have pictures in the next
report.
The Rugg Bees will again host Spring Fling on June
25th. Look for the information and the registration
form on page 7. All are welcome. We are again going
to have a small mat exchange during the Spring Fling.
Those who would like to, make a small mat, bring it
along and join the exchange, you'll come home with a
mat from another hooker. We will also have three
vendors; River House Rug Hooking Studio, Spruce
Top Rug Hooking Studio and Highland Heart Hookery
will be there to sell their wares.
Please come and join us if you're in the Yarmouth area.
Check out the group information at the back of the
magazine for time and place of our gatherings and
bring your hooking. We do love visitors.
- Submitted by Ann Jones,
Yarmouth Regional Director
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Rug Hooking Groups in Atlantic Canada
Last revised: March 2016
Note: As we travel around Atlantic Canada on
vacation or visiting family, this list of hooking
groups will enable us rug hookers to drop in on
groups that are in session. The list was prepared by
Mora Ballantyne and will be updated as necessary.
If there are changes please pass them to
Mora Ballantyne, mora@rossandmora.com.
Our thanks to Mora for compiling this list. – Ed.

Eastern Shore Matters
Old Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Musquodoboit Library, 7900 Highway 7;
Big Bras d'Or Hall, 1390 Old Route 5, Big Bras Tuesday, 12:30-4 pm, September to June.
d'Or; Wed. 10:30am-4pm, Sept.–June. Contact Contact Sheila Livingston 902-845-2407
Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119.

Fundy
Country Lane Studio
Ferguson Lane, Homeville NS; Wednesday 2 –
4, Year Round, Contact Marie MacVicar 902 Sobeys Crafters
Sobeys, Greenwood (moved from Superstore)
539-7440.
October - April every Thursday except the 1st
Thursday of the month
Wild Wooly Women
Contact:
Cindy Noble: 902-825-6314 email:
NOVA SCOTIA
Mira and Seniors Pensioners Club, Marion
cindynoble150@msn.com
Bridge Tuesdays 10am - 3pm Sept. - April.
Annapolis Valley Groups
Contact Diane Harris 902-562-5780.
Nicholsville Rugrats
Nicholsville Community Hall, Tuesdays 10 am
Women’s
Winter
Workshop
Apple Blossom Rug Hookers
Individual homes from Windsor to Berwick, Gabarus Fire Hall, Tuesdays 10am - 2:30pm –12 noon, Sept. to June. Contact Valerie
Despres 902-847-1001.
Sept. - May. Contact Marie Jaarsma
NS on Wednesday 9:30 –12 noon, Sept. to
May. Contact Donna Bentley 902 -542-7516. 902-884-2544.
Bridgetown & Area
Anglican Church in Bridgetown, Thursdays 10
Loft Rug Hookers
Colchester
am –2 pm. Year-round. Contact Sandra
Meet all year long on Wednesday 10am- 2pm
Sampson 902-665-2193.
at the Lloyd Memorial Center in Kingsport,
Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
Douglas Street School, Truro, NS;
NS. Contact Golda Kelly 902 582-3079.
Sea Gull Rug Hookers
Wednesday 9:30 am – 2 pm Sept.–June.
Community Room, Digby Super Store,
Rags to Riches
Contact Ursula Ryle-Gulliver Phone:
Mondays 9 am –1 pm, Sept. to June. Contact
Meet all year long on Wednesdays 9 am - 12
902-843-6857; wayne.urs@eastlink.ca
Joan Donnelly 902-245-2491.
noon at Windermere Hall, Windermere, N.S.
Friday Friends
Contact Jackie Frost 902 538-9588.
Brickton
Douglas St. School, Truro, NS; Friday 12:30 – Brickton
Community Hall, 2nd & 3rd
3 pm Sept. – June. Contact Beverley Levine
River Street Hookers
Wednesdays
except August. Contact Sue
Meet all year long on Fridays, 10 am –2 pm at 902-893-2640.
Russell 902-765-2880.
Lynn Denney's Studio in Kentville, NS.
Economy Rug Hookers
Contact Lynn Denney 902 692-8118.
Fundy Group
Economy Recreation Centre, 3315 Highway Kingston
Legion, First Wednesday every
#2. Tuesdays 10 – 2 pm Year Round. For up to month 10 am–2 pm. Contact Cindy Noble
Spinners
Meet in New Minas at Sobey’s Community
date info and summer location contact
902- 825-6314
Room from Sept. to May from 10 am–2 pm. Micheline Beaton 902-647-2985
email: cindynoble150@msn.com
Contact Donna McGrath 902 -678-2279.
dmcgrathns@gmail.com
Cumberland
Habitation Hookers
Every Thursday 1– 4 in Summer at Lower
Woolly Wanderers
Remsheg Rug Hookers
Granville Hall, Granville Rd., Port Royal. in
Meet all year round at the New Minas Atlantic Wallace & Area Museum, Wallace, NS;
Winter, first Thursdays of the month at Moose
SuperStore Community Room; Thursdays,
Thursdays, 10 am – 2 pm, Year Round. Contact River Studio in Clementsport, the other
9:30 am –1 ish. Contact Cathy Oomen
Sarah Ladd 902-257-3435.
Thursdays at members' houses. Contact
902 -542-0224.
Nancy@ecosmiths.ca or Carol Thorne
Beach-Side Hookers
902-532-2257.
The Valley Girls
Ottawa House, Parrsboro, NS; Wednesday 10
Meet Tuesday afternoons year round at Kay
am – 2 pm July & August;
Clementsport Hookers & Friends
Lewis' home in Greenwich. Please phone for Contact: Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Monday 1-4, Moose River Hooking Studio,
address and directions 902-697-2850 email
Clementsport, Contact: Krystyna King
Friends Hook Nook
kaylewis74@gmail.com
902-638-8433
All Saints Parish Hall, Main St., Springhill, NS;
Wednesday 10 am–2 pm. Sept. – June;
Cape Breton Groups
Tuesday’s Hooking Group
Contact: Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Tuesday 10 am-2 pm, Moose River Hooking
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters
Studio, Clementsport. Contact Nadine Wright
Dobson Yacht Club (upstairs), Westmount Rd. Northport Loopers
902-638-8813
Northport
Community
Centre,
Northport,
NS;
Sydney, NS; Tues 12 – 4 pm, Year Round.
Monday 10 am – 2 pm, Year Round; Contact
Contact Mora Ballantyne, 902 -270-5931.
Halifax
Polly Verstraten 902-661-9534.
Down East Rug Hookers
The Kingfisher Group
Town and Country Thrummers
CB Center for Craft & Design (downstairs),
Bethany United Church Hall, 2669 Joseph
Bridge
Workshop,
Station
St.,
Amherst,
NS;
322 Charlotte St. Sydney; Wednesday 10am –
Tuesday evenings 7-9pm, Sept.-June. Contact Howe Dr. (round the back); Mon. 9 am–1 pm,
3pm, Sept. –May. Contact Maggie Miller
Year round. Contact Helen Serrao
Lynne
O'Brien Lines 902-676-2233.
902 -564-0036.
902-868-2954 email helen650khr@gmail.com
or Louise Corbett 902-475-1685 email
Dartmouth
Boularderie
louise corbett@hotmail.com
Boularderie East, phone for directions;
Monday 1– 4 pm, Sept.–June. Contact Marilyn Dartmouth Heritage Matters
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
South End Baptist Church, 60 Hastings Dr.
Gillan 902-674-2119.
9849 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd, Hwy #3
Dartmouth; Thursday 9 – 12 am , Sept. to June.
Contact Charlene Carpentier 902-435-7469.
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Seaside Matters
St. Timothy's Anglican Church Hall, 2320
Prospect Rd., Hatchet Lake, NS; Every 2nd
Mon. 9:30 am – 1 pm Contact Susan Osbourne
902-852-3900 or sosbourne@bellaliant.net
The Wooligans
955 Bedford Hwy., Wednesday, 9 am - 2 pm.,
Sept. to June. Contact: Marilyn Gazeley 902835-9471 email: migaze@ns.sympatico.ca

Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough
The Hector Hookers
New Horizons Seniors Club, 14 Kempt
St.,Pictou; Monday 9:30 –1, Sept.–June.
Contact: Linda MacDonald 902-485-2775.
Bluenose Rug Hookers
Atlantic Super Store, 394 Westville Rd., New
Glasgow. Thursdays, 9:30–1 Sept.-June.
Contact Peggy Kilfoil 902-755-1727.
Bluenose Descendents Rug Hookers
Sobey’s West Side, New Glasgow, Wednesday
evenings, Sept. - June. Contact Debbie Russel,
email macair@eastlink.ca
Little Harbour Rug Hookers
Meet at each other's homes Monday mornings,
Sept.-June Contact Carol Cochrane
902-755-5376.
Melrose Loopy Ladies
Greenfield Oldsters Club, Hwys 7 & 348,
Mondays 1– 4 pm. Contact Joan Lewis
902-783-2990.
Arasaig Shoreline Friends
Meet at each other's homes, Mondays 1-3 pm.
Sept.-June. Contact Marsha Wong
902-863-2868.
Antigonish Highland Hookers
Atlantic Superstore, Market Street, Antigonish.
Wed. eves, 6-9pm, Sept.- June. Contact Marsha
Wong 902-863-2868

South Shore
Main Street Hookers
Encompassing Designs, Mahone Bay;
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7– 9 pm. Contact
www.encompassingdesigns.com or
902-624-0370.
Spruce Top
255 Main St. Mahone Bay; Sunday, 12–4 pm.
Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke 902- 624-9312
Liverpool
Superstore Meeting Room, Liverpool, NS,
Monday 10 am – 2 pm (Bring your own lunch.)
Contact Rose Decker 902-354-5597 or
pdecker@ns.sympatico.ca
Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport Group
Trinity United Church, Rose Bay, NS; Tuesday
1 – 4 pm, September – April
Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke 902-624-9312
email chclark@tallships.ca

noon, Contact Beverley Floyd
Hebbville
floydb@nbnet.nb.ca or Erin McKenna
Hebbville Fire Hall; Thursday,10 am– 2 pm
(Bring your own lunch.) Contact Jean Wentzell mcrugs@hotmail.com
902-354-3550.
Past Time Matters
Bridgedale Community Centre,
RGHNS Monthly Guild Meetings
50 Vernon Avenue, Riverview, NB.
Meeting at various locations in the area.
Wednesdays. 10 am. - 2 pm
Last Thursday of each month at 10 am - 2 pm
Contact : Anita MacFarlene,
except July, Aug. and Dec.
amacfarlene1113@Rogers.com or
Bring your own lunch. Contact Heather
Debbie Lessard 506-382-4842
Gordon 902-640-2369 or
journeyrugs@gmail.com
hagordon@eastlink.ca
or Mary Brown 902-677-2154
Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent
jebrown@eastlink.ca
Club d'Age d'Or, Main St., Richibucto, NB
Thursdays 1-3 bi-weekly Contact Marsha
Shelburne
Yacht Club on the waterfront. Tuesdays 10 –2 506-523-0896 cleamac@xplornet.ca
pm. Bring your own lunch. Contact Pat
Miramichi Rug Hookers
Nickerson 902-575-2021
Seniors room in the Lions building, 234
clydenickerson@eastlink.ca
Morrison Lane, Miramichi,Thursdays, 10 am 3 pm Contact Marg Bertrand, email
River House Rug Hooking
maggi632010@hotmail.com
36 Petite Riviere Rd., Petite Riviere. Open
house hooking Sunday 2-5 pm year round.
NEW BRUNSWICK WEST
July& Aug. Monday 7-9 pm outside on the
deck. Various groups also meet at the River
Quoddy Loopers
House. Contact Jane Steele 902-693-3111.
Catholic Church of St. Andrews Parish Centre
(basement) corner King & Parr Sts., St.
Yarmouth
Andrews, NB; Wed. evenings 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Year round. Contact Mary Jones
Carpetbaggers
506-529-3790 (H) 506 529-9020(W)
Beacon Church Parlour; Thursday;10 am –1
pm, Year Round. Contact Shirley Bradshaw
Carnegie Hookers
902-742-2468.
St. John Art Centre; Friday 9:30 am–12 noon,
Sept. to mid-June. Contact Lynn Kinsella
Rugg Bees
Meet at Yarmouth County Museum, Collins St. peterkin@nb.sympatico.ca
Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
September to June
St. Peters Hall, 2365 Woodstock Rd.
Contact Ann Jones 902-742-1978
Every 2nd Thursday, 9 - 2 p.m., May – Oct.
Contact Ellen Phillips
The Harbour Hookers
Acadien Museum; Thurs. 1– 4 pm, Year round. phillips.ellen.e@gmail.com
Contact Dorothy Cameron 902-723-2660;
Evening Matters
Bernice D'Entremont 902-762-3380.
Cathedral Hall, Church St. at Brunswick,
Fredericton, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-9 pm,
NEWFOUNDLAND
Sept. - May. Contact Gisele Bourque-Richards
The Rug Hooking Guild of Newfoundland 506-458-8789
& Labrador (RHGNL)
hosts various hook-ins throughout the province PEI
during the year. We welcome you to come and
join us. For more information visit our website Island Matters
Farm Centre, 420 University Ave.
at www.rhgnl.ca
Charlottetown; 2nd Sat. of each month Sept.June, 10 am. Contact Shelagh Lindley
NEW BRUNSWICK EAST
902-963-2622.
Hookeuses de Grande-Digue Hookers
Shady Ladies
Notre Centre; Sept. to May. Tuesdays 9am
West Royalty Community Centre, 1 Kirkdale
–11am. Contact Marielle Poirier
Rd. Charlottetown; Wed. 10 am–2 pm, Sept. 506-533-9578. marjean@sympatico.ca
June. Contact Anne Lockhart 902-629-0249
email annelockhart492@gmail.com
Les Hookeuses de Bouctouche
We will be meeting at various locations so
Lady Slipper Rug Hookers
visitors please call to know where to meet.
Everyone welcome.Wednesday 10 am–2 pm. Lefurgey Cultural Center, Prince St.
Summerside; Wednesday 9:30 Sept.– June.
Contact Carmella LeBlanc 506-872-2275 or
Summer activities. Contact Carolyn MacKean
Irma 506-525-2566.
902-836-4238.
Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers
Sussex Senior's Center (Jubilee Hall), 50 Perry Monday Group
Street, Sussex, NB; Year Round 9:30 am – 12 York United Church, 757 York Rd., Rte. 25,
Monday 10am – 3pm, Sept.– June. Contact:
Sharon MacLeod 902-629-1234.
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RHGNS Regional Directors 2015 – 2017
Nova Scotia

Dartmouth: Charlene Carpentier
236 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2V 1K1
Annapolis Valley: Mary Ellen
902 435-7469
Carpenter
1587 Grand Pre Road, R R 3 Wolfville, 1205cmc@gmail.com
NS B4P 2R3
Fundy: Cindy Noble
902 542-9463
14201,
RR 1
mcarpenter206@gmail.com
Wilmot, NS B0P 1W0
902 825-6314
Cape Breton: Heather Brown
cindynoble50@msn.com
185 Villa Drive
Little Bras d'Or, NS B1Y 2Y8
Halifax: Faith Piccolo
902 736-1850
6 Plymouth Street, Halifax, NS
hfblake@hotmail.com
B3M 2S2 902-445-5739
fpiccolo@ns.sympatico.ca
Colchester: Bev Levine
55 Laurie Street
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough:
Truro, NS B2N 4S8
Linda MacDonald
902 893-2640
Box 281
levine_beverly2003@yahoo.com
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902 485-9270
Cumberland: Donna Legere
linda@ragstorugs.com
99 Fenwick Road, Nappan, NS B0L
1C0 902-667-4276
South Shore:
donnalegere@eastlink.ca
Wendy Richardson 37 Oak Street,
Oakhill, NS B4V 0C5 902-543-7076
wrichard@staff.ednet.ns.ca

RHGNS Officers 2015 – 2017
President: Dwight Gallagher
19 Morris Street, PO Box 2184,
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0
902-597-8715
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca

Past President: Joyce LeMoine
131 Hastings Road, R R 3
Amherst, NS B4H 3Y1
902 661-4744
lemoinejoyce@yahoo.ca

Vice President: Linda Alderdice
66 Shelby Drive
Hammonds Plains, NS B3Z 1M6
902 443-3366
lalderdice7@gmail.com

Archivist: Cathy Lowe
21 Glen Lane
Middleton, NS B0S 1P0
902 363-2157
cathlowe@eastlink.ca

Secretary: Gail S. Feetham
52 Greendale Ct.
Timberlea, NS B3T 1J6
902 876-2894
gs.feetham@bellaliant.net

Public Relations: Ann Jones
PO Box 167, Lakeside Road,
Yarmouth, NS B5A 5Z8
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

Treasurer: Kathy Naylor
269 Fox Ranch Road, Amherst, NS
B4H 3Y3 902-667-0904
inaylor@ns.sympatico.ca

Web Liaison: Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PE C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com

Editor: Frieda Perry
184 Highway 1
Dayton, NS B5A 5A1
perryhome@eastlink.ca

Yarmouth: Ann Jones
P O Box 167, Lakeside Road
Hebron, NS B0W 1X0
902 742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

New Brunswick
New Brunswick East:
Debbie Lessard
45 Katherine Avenue, Apt. 5,
Moncton, NB E1C 7M8 506-382-4842
journeyrugs@gmail.com
New Brunswick West: Mary Grant
232 Colonial Heights
Fredericton, NB E3B 5M1
506 459-8525
mary.e.grant.rughooking@gmail.com

Prince Edward Island:
Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PEI C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com

Fairs & Exhibitions:
Carol Connick
503 Riverdale Road,
Bonshaw, PEI C0A 1C0 902 675-4435
cconnick@pei.sympatico.ca
Membership Secretary: Judy Sadler
331 Lacewood Drive, Apt. 416, Halifax,
NS B3S 1K6 902-457-1993
judyesadler@gmail.com
Teacher’s Branch President:
Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PE C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com
Heritage Rug Registry:
Linda MacDonald
Box 281,
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902 485-9270
linda@ragstorugs.com
Rug School Director:
Shelley Jones Penney
386 Victoria Road, R R 1, Aylesford,NS
B0P 1C0 902 847-0554
shelley.jones.penney@gmail.com
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Free Pattern

Spoofing
SPOOFING is an activity practiced by bored people.
It is annoying, irritating and infuriating to those who
get caught in this game. SPOOF messages ebb and
flow, right now they seem to be at a peak, or at least I
hope it is the peak.
My computer guy has explained it to me as follows:
Someone picked my name at random, added a false
address to it and around it goes. It has NOT been
generated from my email account but I will be
changing the passwords anyway. There is nothing
anyone can do to prevent this happening to them. A
random search settled on my name, at this time, and
that's that. Apparently it is quite easy to do.
People receiving a suspect email should do the
following:
Right click on the unopened email and when the box
of options opens up, click on BLOCK.

The Blue Bird of Happiness
in the Spring Sunshine
Here's a delightful freebie spring pattern designed by
Jane Steele of River House Rug Hooking Studio in
Petite Riviere.
Jane hooked a quick version, size 8” x 12” although
this pattern can be increased to whatever size you
want. This is a great little mat to use up some of your
leftover noodles.

See inside back cover for pattern
& the Gallery for Colour Photo

All emails from that address will, in future, go to your
Spam folder and be deleted. You will still receive any
legitimate emails from me as the Spoofed message
was NOT sent from my address.
Please forward this information to anyone and
everyone you feel should have it. This is annoying to
all of us. Hopefully as the address is blocked the
number of emails will dwindle.
May all bored people find a worthwhile way to pass
their time. Maybe a beginner rug hooking class?
- Submitted by Beverly Levine

Askew in progress, hooked by Elaine Howatt, Yarmouth

Onion Flower, designed by Searsport Rugs and hooked by Linda Diane Spencer. Linda is self-taught and lives in Melvern
Square. Linda uses mostly yarns in her hooked mats.

Gallery
If you have a special or recent rug
to share, send along the photo.

Free Pattern

Searsport Hooked by Mona Pearl, Kentville

Memories of Seattle
Designed and Hooked by Ann Marie Harley, Falmouth

Designed and hooked by Jane Steele.
This pattern is for personal use and not for resale.

The Strawberry Thief, William Morris Design,
hooked by Mary Ellen Carpenter , Wallbrook
Who Will Eli Be Today,
Designed and Hooked by Peggy Colburne, Falmouth

The Strawberry Thief hooked by Mary Ellen Carpenter

Lester's Boys
Designed and Hooked by Janet Boates, Centreville

c/o Judy Sadler
#416 - 331 Lacewood Drive
Halifax, NS B3S 1K6
Canada

Phone: 902-457-1993 or by Email: judyesadler@gmail.com

THE RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA SCOTIA presents

Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School
Spring Session May1 – 6, 2016
Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, NS
Applications are invited from 2015-2016 members of RHGNS. – http//rhgns.com/membership/
The Registrar will accept applications by mail only; no earlier than November 1, 2015
Name: _____________________________________________________________ Home Phone: _________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
City/Town: ___________________________________________ Province/State: __________ Postal/Zip Code: ______________
Email: ______________________________________________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________

_______ I AGREE to have my name, address & e-mail
circulated to other members of 2016 Rug School

Tuition Fees Enclosed: Two cheques in Canadian funds
must accompany this registration, payable to:

_______ I DO NOT wish to have my name, address & e-mail
circulated to members of 2016 Rug School

“Nova Scotia Rug Hooking Spring School”

Please indicate your first, second and third class choices.

1.____________________________________________

1) Tuition/Deposit:
_______ $285.00 (Non-refundable after Feb. 29, 2016)
_______ $185.00 On Your Own
2) Accommodations & Meals:

2.____________________________________________

________ $280.00 Dated: February 28, 2016
(Non-refundable after March 28, 2016)

Total enclosed $ _____________

3.____________________________________________

THE RHGNS COVERS A PORTION OF ROOM & BOARD

Please complete the following:
Please check if this is your first time at rug school:

__ Yes __ No

Would you like to be a class angel (teacher’s helper)? __ Yes __ No
List dietary restrictions, allergies or other needs (if any):
_______________________________________________________
For those staying on campus — Do you have a preference who you
share an apartment with? __ Yes __ No
If possible, please place me in the same apartment with:
_______________________________________________________

NSRH Spring School reserves the right to cancel a class due
to insufficient enrollment by February 5, 2016.

Mail application with cheques to:
Judy Knox, Registrar,
712 Windermere Rd. Berwick, NS, Canada, B0P 1E0
Phone: (902) 538-1188 or Email address:
dm.knox@ns.sympatico.ca
All cancellations are subject to a $50.00 cancellation fee.
There are no deposit refunds after February 29, 2016.
No balance - owing refunds after March 28, 2016.
This application must be signed.

Signature_______________________________________________________

Date__________________________

PLEASE NOTE: Membership in the RHGNS is required to attend the Spring Rug School. Guild membership runs
from October 1, 2015 to the end of September, 2016. Please ensure your Guild membership is current before you
apply for 2016 Spring Rug School.

