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RHGNS Mission Statement

To encourage participation in the art and craft of rug hooking.
To foster a sense of originality and beauty in colour and design.
To provide support for the exchange of ideas and information among the members of the RHGNS.
To sponsor and financially assist specific programs for the membership,
which are designed to promote excellence in the craft.
To promote public awareness through exhibitions and publicity.
To record and preserve the history of the craft.

This Issue’s Cover
Song Challenge 2018

It all began last winter, with me posting a picture of my
latest project on Lucy Richard’s Facebook Page “ The
Wooly Mason Jar Rughooking”.
It was a birthday gift for a friend’s significant birthday,
based on the song “Take It Easy” by The Eagles. As
always, there were many positive comments from fellow
rug hookers, including one suggesting a challenge to hook
a mat based on a song. Lucy set up a separate Facebook
page and invited rug hookers to join “SONG Challenge
2018”. The rules were simple....no rules....just a
suggested deadline of December 31st, 2018, for the
procrastinators.

On the Cover
Left Top - “Imagine”, designed and hooked by
Lucy Richard, Moncton, NB
Left Middle - “Hotel California”, designed and hooked
by Kathryn Rutherford, Quispamsis, NB
Left Bottom - “Take it Easy”, designed and hooked by
Paula Weiss, Saint John,NB.
Right - “Hallelujah It’s Raining Men”, designed and
hooked by Patricia Neill, Rothesay, NB

The enthusiasm was immediate. Songs were chosen,
designs were posted and photos of progress from
members were posted daily. Although I was the first to
begin my project, several folks designed and completed
their mats before mine was finished.

- Submitted by Paula Weiss, Saint John, NB

Over 20 mats have been completed in this challenge by
rug hookers from all over the world. It was a lot of fun
admiring, encouraging and helping each other, although
we were physically so far apart.

Lady Mary of
Downton Abbey in
progress, designed and
hooked by Lucy
Richard for the next
challenge.

If you’re up to a challenge and are a Downton Abbey
fan, join the 2019 Challenge on “The Wooly Mason Jar
Rughooking” Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheWoolyMasonJar/
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Remembering
Loved Ones

This is our year to celebrate and I know there are lots of
activities happening throughout our Guild in recognition
of our 40th anniversary, quite a milestone! Be sure to let
the communities around you know what rug hookers are
up to. We have so much talent and knowledge to share.

With caring thoughts to family and friends of:

“Celebrating Beginnings”, our first event recognizing
our special anniversary opened on January 19, 2019 and
is on display at the Ross Farm Museum until April 13,
2019. The opening was well attended and we were very
honoured to have several of the original Guild members
with us for a lovely afternoon. Thank you, Ann Marie
Harley and your team for bringing this project to life.

Gloria Eaton on the loss of her brother
Sylvia Macdonald of the Hector Hooking Group
Shirley I. Bradshaw, Yarmouth on the loss of her
sister-in-law, Shirley M. Bradshaw of Halifax
Charlotte Wood on the loss of her daughter
Maureen Hilchey on the loss of her husband
Jean Wentzell on the loss of her brother

This year we have seen several changes within our
organization. We have new By-Laws. I encourage you
to read them (Page 4, 5 & 6). By-Laws contain
provisions relating to the way the Guild conduct its affairs
and the duties and responsibilities of directors and officers.
The Guild’s Guidelines are currently being reviewed and
updated for distribution later this year.

Table of Contents

I am sure as you read through this issue of The Loop
you will read many articles of interest from the Regional
Directors’ Reports to the list of events and our popular
photo gallery.
April 2, 1979, the RHGNS was formed. Between now
and then, I urge you to consider these questions: What
makes our organization unique? What are we doing that
no one else is doing? What is important to you as a
member of The Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia?
Share your comments and we will post them in our next
issue. I look forward to reading them.
Happy 40 th and thank you being a member of the
RHGNS!
- Sincerely, Linda Alderdice, President

Linda Alderdice, Doris Eaton and Doris Wentzell
with Doris Eaton's mat in the background (1 to r)
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The Loop Submission Deadline Dates
for 2018 & 2019
To ensure prompt delivery of our magazine to its
readers, please have all articles, reports, ads, etc.
submitted BEFORE the following deadline dates.
• May 17, 2019 for the Summer 2019 issue
• August 16, 2019 for the Fall 2019 issue
• November 15, 2019 for the Winter issue

Please Note When sending articles with photos, please do not send
photos embedded in the article. Please send the article
and the photos as separate attachments via email.
Digital photos should be high-resolution for the best
results. Gallery photos must include the guild member
rug hooker’s name and the designer’s name, if known.

Send submissions to:
Frieda Perry, Editor
Email: perryhome@eastlink.ca
The Editor of The Loop Magazine retains exclusive control over the content and format. All information
submitted for publication will be subject to and will be included or excluded in the magazine on the sole
discretion of the Editor.

Placing an Ad in The Loop:

To place an ad in upcoming issues of The Loop, the
contact person is Abby Cameron, Publicist. She will
require the information for the ad and the ad size. If
your ad requires logos or special graphics, it must be sent
camera-ready. If you have any questions regarding
placing an ad, contact Abby by email:
undertherugstudio@gmail.com or phone 782-2341016. Abby will issue an invoice once your request has
been made. PREPAYMENT is required before placing
an ad in The Loop. Cheques are to be made payable to
the RHGNS. These details are included in the invoice
Abby will send to you once you place your ad.

Our Heritage

My husband and son travelled to Scotland in 2013, and
toured areas of that country where the family had roots
directly traceable back to the eleventh century. They
climbed Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in the UK, found
the ruins of an original McAllister castle and visited the

Advertising Rates for The Loop 2018
Size Options

Dimensions

Full Page
1/2 Page
1/3 Page
1/4 Page
1/8 page (portrait)
1/8 page (horizontal)
Business Card

7 x 9.75 inches
7 x 4.75 inches
7 x 3.25 inches
3.25 x 4.75 inches
2.25 x 3.5 inches
3.5 x 2.25 inches
3.5 x 2 inches

Fee
$140
70
50
35
20
20
15

McAllister Clan Centre at Glenbarr Abbey with the
current owner, Lady Jane McAllister. They visited the
Isle of Islay, where they toured distilleries and sampled
more than a bit of single malt Scotch whiskey.
I wanted to design and hook a piece for our son to
commemorate their journey. Wanetta Evans was teaching
a course at rug school the next year, called Three
Dimensional Hooking and Wanetta agreed to let me hook
a Celtic Knot rather than ‘the course piece’. I chose
colours from the family tartan to create a ‘stained glass’
effect for the border. The centre top and bottom border
squares represent a ‘song and sword’ theme, with the
sword being inspired by the claymores used by the Lords
of the Isles, during the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
The left border square depicts the design of a castle of
the middle ages, inspired in part by the castle ruins at
Tarbert where the McAllisters were Constables. Finally,
the right border square represents the trek up Ben Nevis,
no mean feat in itself. Our son suggested I include the
family name and date in Roman numerals, in keeping
with the heritage theme. I finished and delivered the
approximately 30 inch square piece in time for Christmas
2018. I called it “Our Heritage”
- Submitted by Carol McAllister, Dartmouth NS
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South Shore

With the hustle and bustle of the holiday season now
over, we can start to plan some new rug designs to hook
over the winter.
I hope you have your designs ready for the Life on the
Water exhibit which opens in May at the Fisheries
Museum of the Atlantic in Lunenburg. I am sure this
one will be as fabulous as the ones before it.
Our Lighthouse Guild meeting in December had to be
cancelled due to a widespread power outage, so when
we met in January, we had some catching up to do.
On April 5, 6, and 7, the Fibre Arts Retreat will be
happening at the Atlantica Hotel in Western Shore, N. S.
This event is a great weekend to see friends from all
over the Atlantic Provinces. Sharon Orpin, the founder
and organizer has done an outstanding job getting
everything to run so smoothly. Can’t wait to go again
this year!
Trinity Rug Hookers will be having their annual Rug
Show and Tea on April 27, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at
Trinity United Church in Rose Bay. A great luncheon
and a chance to see all the rugs that have been hooked
in the last year.
I would also like to mention a new business in our area.
Chocolate River Yarns and Fibres, 6466 Upper Lahave
Road, Hwy 332. Please check out all the goodies Sue
has to offer, at chocolateriveryarnsandfibres.com.
Who’s going to Rug School? I have always wanted to go
and this is the year. I’ve always heard it is a great week
of hooking, making new friends and just having a lot of
fun. Hope to see some of you there!
- Submitted by Debbie Smith, Director

Shelburne Spring Hook-in
Saturday, June 22, 2019

9:30 to 3 p.m.
Shelburne Regional High School
415 Woodlawn Drive, Shelburne, NS

Vendors
Door Prizes
Rug Display
Lunch Provided
Registration $20 • Deadline - June 14th
(Advance Registration Only for this Event)
Cheque or Money Order for $20
Deadline for Registration June 14, 2019

Name:
Phone #:
Email:
Payable to: Germaine Osborn
1658 East Sable Road
Sable River, NS B0T 1V0
Phone: 902-512-0025
Email: gosbweaver@gmail.com
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Interpretation
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By-Laws
of The Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia

1. In these by-laws
a) “Society” means The Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia, hereinafter referred to as RHGNS.
b) “Registrar” means the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies.
c) “Special Resolution” means a resolution passed by not less than three-fourths of such members entitled to vote as
are present at a general meeting of which notice specifying the intention to propose the resolution as a special
resolution has been duly given.
d) “Annual General Meeting”, hereinafter referred to as AGM, shall be the general meeting held annually to transact
the general business of the RHGNS.
e) “President” means the chairperson of the RHGNS.
f) “Vice president” means the vice chairperson of the RHGNS.
g) “Executive” means the Executive Committee of the RHGNS formed by officers.
h) “Officers” mean president, vice president, secretary, treasurer and past president.
i) “Directors” mean all elected officers and approved regional representatives selected at AGM to oversee the
governance of the RHGNS. They are accountable to the whole membership.
2. Membership
a) Any person who subscribes to the Memorandum of Association and who pays an annual membership fee, or is a
life or honorary member, shall be admitted to membership in accordance with these by-laws.
b) All regular and life members shall be entitled to attend and vote at any general meeting of the RHGNS.
c) Membership in the RHGNS shall cease upon death of a member; or, if a member ceases to pay the annual
membership fees.
d) Life memberships may be granted to any member of the RHGNS for outstanding contributions to the RHGNS and
shall receive free membership thereafter. Honorary membership may be granted to non-members who have made
an outstanding contribution to the RHGNS or to the field of rug hooking.
3. Rights, Privileges, Responsibilities
The full rights, privileges, and responsibilities shall be extended to all members.
4. Membership Fees
Membership fees shall be established by resolution at an AGM and shall be in effect until changed at a subsequent
AGM.
5. Fiscal and Membership Year
a) The fiscal and membership year shall be from October 1 of one year to September 30 in the following year.
b) An annual budget shall be prepared by the finance committee and officers and accepted by the Board of Directors
before presentation at the AGM where it shall be approved. It will serve as a guide for the financial activity of the
year but regular reviews must be done to assure cash flow and expenses are developing as planned. Any and all
expenditures over $100 must be approved by the Executive Committee and ratified by the Board at the next Board
Meeting.
6. Meetings
a) There shall be one general meeting each year, known as the AGM, which shall be held the third Saturday of
October at a time and place approved by the Board of Directors. The purpose of the AGM shall be to receive reports
from officers, regional directors, and committees; for the purpose of electing officers, approving regional directors;
appointing a financial reviewer and, for any other business that may arise.
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b) Notice of meetings shall be given orally, electronically or in writing at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting
date indicating the time and place. Notice of the Annual General Meeting shall be given orally, electronically or in
writing thirty (30) days in advance of the meeting indicating time and place. Notice of any special resolution shall be
specified with the meeting notices.
Any special general meetings of the Association may be called by the president or the directors at any time and shall
be called by the directors, if requested, in writing by twenty-five percent (25%) of the members of the Association.
c) The Board of Directors shall meet three times per year. The first one shall be in the fall immediately following the
AGM, one in the spring and one in the late summer. One or more may be held by virtual means.
A quorum at the AGM and any special meetings shall be 5% of the paid-up members. Ordinary resolutions shall be
passed by a majority vote of those members present. A special resolution shall be passed by not less than threefourths of the members present. Every member shall have one vote. There shall be no proxy voting. 51% of its
members shall constitute a quorum at Executive and Board meetings.
7. Board of Directors
a) Any member of the RHGNS shall be eligible to be elected and/or approved as a director of the RHGNS. Regional
Directors shall be elected in their regions and approved as Directors of the Board at the RHGNS AGM. Directors
shall be elected and/or approved at the AGM of the RHGNS.
Duties of Officers:
The officers of the RHGNS shall be president, vice president, treasurer, secretary and past-president.
1) The President of the RHGNS shall preside as chairperson of every general meeting of the RHGNS; shall have
general supervision of the activities of the RHGNS and shall perform such duties as may be assigned by the members
from time to time.
2) The Vice President shall perform the duties of the chairperson during the absence, illness or incapacity of the
President or when asked to do so by the President.
3. The Secretary of the RHGNS shall keep the minutes of meetings of the RHGNS and shall perform such other
duties as may be assigned by the members. In the custody of the secretary shall be the RHGNS seal, copies of
minutes, books and records. The secretary must file with the Registrar all annual requirements within fourteen
(14) days following each annual meeting. This must include a list of directors with their civic addresses,
occupations and dates of election and a copy of every special resolution.
4) The Treasurer shall carry out such duties as the members assign. The Treasurer shall present regular written
reports to the RHGNS showing a balance sheet and operating account. A copy of the Annual Financial Statement
signed by the auditor must be filed with the Registrar within fourteen (14) days after each annual meeting.
5) The Past President shall chair the Nominating Committee.
The Board of Directors shall manage the activities of the RHGNS according to the authority of these by-laws; and,
perform any such and all duties as vested in them by the AGM or by resolution at any meeting of the Board of
Directors, providing no activity shall contravene the Memorandum of Association of the RHGNS. The Board shall
hold office until the dissolution of the meeting at which their successors are elected.
b) If an officer resigns or ceases to perform the duties of the office during the two-year term (or longer) as defined
by these by-laws and the Guidelines of Officers/Directors and Executive, the officer shall be removed by resolution
and another appointed from among the membership to carry out the duties of this office for the unexpired portion of
the term.
c) The Executive Committee shall be the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, past president, archivist,
membership officer, newsletter editor, publicity chair, heritage hooking registry chair, fairs and exhibition chair, School
Director/President and Teachers Branch president or vice president.
d) Executive members, with three exceptions, shall be elected for a two-year term at the AGM of the Guild and,
except for the table officers, may be re-elected for an additional two year term. The exceptions are: 1) the archivist
may be reappointed; 2) the Teachers Branch president shall have been elected at the Teachers Branch AGM; and 3)
the School Director shall have been elected at the Rug School’s AGM. The job descriptions of all Board Members shall
be described in RHGNS Guidelines.
8. Remuneration
Directors will not receive remuneration; but they will be reimbursed for travel and clerical expenses as approved by
the Board of Directors.
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9. Committees
Standing committees shall be: awards, finance, newsletter, nominating, publicity, heritage hooking registry, and such
ad hoc committees as may be required to carry out the mandate of the RHGNS. Membership of committees shall be
approved by the Board of Directors.
All committees shall be made up of a minimum of three members with the president ex officio on all with voice and
vote. Committee members shall not serve on the same committee for more than two years. However, in some
circumstances, they may be reappointed for a maximum of two more years.
10. Rug Hooking School
The RHGNS shall sponsor an Annual Rug Hooking School(s).
11. Teachers Branch
The RHGNS shall sponsor a Teachers Branch.
12. Newsletter
The RHGNS shall publish a newsletter adhering to newsletter policy which will have been approved at the AGM.
13. Financial Review
The accounts of the Guild shall be reviewed annually by a bona fide arm’s length, non-member, who shall be
approved at the AGM. If an approved financial reviewer resigns or dies after appointment at the AGM, the Board of
Directors shall appoint a financial reviewer for that year.
14. Signing Authority/Execution of Documents
Contracts, deeds, bills of exchange and other instruments and documents shall be executed on behalf of the RHGNS
by the president and secretary. If an official seal is ever deemed necessary, it too, shall be affixed to any official
documents. Cheque signing officers shall be any two of three of the treasurer, secretary and president.
15. Miscellaneous
a) The books and records of the RHGNS may be inspected by any member at any reasonable time within two days
(2 days) prior to the AGM.
b) Borrowing powers of the RHGNS shall only be exercised by special resolution of the members at the AGM.
c) The RHGNS shall file information with the Registrar within fourteen days (14) of any changes including 1) its
annual financial statement and financial review; 2) a list of its directors with their full residential addresses, occupations
and dates of appointment or election; 3) any change of directors at any time; 4) any special resolution; 5) any other
information required by the Registry.
16. Amendments
These by-laws may be amended by a three-fourths vote of the members in attendance at a duly qualified AGM.
Notice of any amendments shall be distributed to all members at least thirty days before the AGM.
17. Rules of Procedure
The rules of procedure of the RHGNS shall be Robert’s.
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Annapolis Valley

Question: What do Founders, Friends and Family
have in common?
Answer: On Saturday, January 19, 2019, they gathered,
together with 87 others at the Ross Farm Museum in
New Ross, NS, for the Opening of the “Celebrating
Beginnings Exhibit” acknowledging the 40th Anniversary
of the Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia. Softened by
50 stunning hooked pieces, an expansive room with
concrete walls was transformed into a warm and inviting
gallery. From the masterful to the whimsical, visitors
experienced a visual treat. Guild members from the
Annapolis Valley region representing various individual
groups, contributed 16 hooked rugs or wall hangings both
framed and not framed to the display. Thank you.

Debbie Tucker
with friend
Christine
Kroker and
Debbie's mat
'John's Salmon'
behind her
The hooking and photos stirred conversations, as did the
stories that accompanied each displayed piece, captivating
everyone. Recognizing the creativity, beauty and skill of
the art form was inspiring but the stories gave meaning
and context to the pieces and the artists who created
them. Whether the stories evoked a chuckle or a
comment, they proved an enjoyable addition to the exhibit.

Therese Gilbert with
husband Wayne
MacDonald and
Therese's 'Long
Neck Ducks'
What do we look at first?
As the crowd circulated, the excitement and enthusiasm
rose. Not only did the artwork draw attention but the
individuals did as well, when rug hookers began
recognizing names and faces. Many had not seen each
other for several years. For those of us present, we
fortunately had opportunities to meet some of the
Founders, a few of the original Guild members and the
participants who attended.

Founders, in back row Shirley Hiltz, Julie Wentzell,
Doris Eaton and original Guild members Shirley
Carey (in red) and Doris Wentzell (far right)
On the adjoining pine walls and hallways, a collection of
Maritime themed hooked pieces hung surrounded by 40
years of photos from the Loop magazine. People took
the time to recount and revisit memories of special friends,
mentors, mat makers and motivators. Throughout the
afternoon, friendships both new and old were strengthened.

For nearly three hours, the rooms and hallways were
filled with people standing in awe, laughing, chatting,
having tea, coffee and munching freshly baked biscuits
with home-made jelly. A fun day for all and one of the
most satisfying challenges I’ve had.
My sincerest and heartfelt thanks goes to each participant,
visitor, my talented friend and helper Mary Ellen Carpenter
and members of the Ross Farm Museum Staff for making
the Opening Celebrations of the RHGNS’s 40th
Anniversary a success.

Getting a Closer Look
“Celebrating Beginnings Exhibit”, Wednesday to Sunday,
9 to 5, until April 13, 2019. Pack a lunch and join us on
Saturday, April 13, 2019 for a hook-in from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
- Submitted by Ann Marie Harley, Director
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Dartmouth

Painting’ with wool to celebrate the Group of Seven
Inspired by a
Frank
Carmichael
painting and
hooked by
Mary Wile

Inspired by a Lawren Harris Painting and hooked
by Donna MacNeil

Inspired by a Tom Thomson painting
and hooked by Bea Scott

Group of Seven’ painters and a few of their friends. This
special exhibit of ‘wool paintings’ is presented by
the Dartmouth Heritage Matters rug hooking group,
and their friends from the Eastern Shore. The exhibit
takes place at the Fairbanks Centre, 54 Locks Road in
Dartmouth and is free of charge.
All rug hookers who read ‘The Loop’ (and their friends)
are invited to the opening of this exhibit on Thursday,
May 2, 5 to 9 p.m. at the Fairbanks Centre, a beautiful
Dartmouth venue surrounded by trees and lakes, not
unlike the natural vistas painted by the ‘Group of Seven’
painters themselves. After the opening on Thursday,
the show will continue for the rest of the weekend at the
Fairbanks Centre, Friday, 5 to 9 p.m., Saturday 1 to 5
p.m. and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.
Dartmouth Heritage Matters is an umbrella group that
includes two groups from the Eastern Shore that are
also participating in this project. All 100 plus members
are helping by exhibiting, organizing or supporting this
special exhibit.

Inspired by a Tom Thomson painting and hooked
by Roberta Hancock
A great way to mark the 40th anniversary of the Rug
Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia is to jump in the car and
drive to Dartmouth for a very special exhibit in May.
‘Group of Seven & Friends’ is a 4 day hooked rug art
exhibit celebrating the 100th anniversary of Canada’s

Not only is the Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
celebrating its 40th anniversary, this exhibit is also
celebrating the 100th anniversary of Canada’s own
internationally-renowned ‘Group of Seven’ painters. The
Dartmouth/Eastern Shore group is showcasing over 40
gallery framed/wrapped pieces of hooked art inspired
by these famous painters who put Canadian Art on the
map over 100 years ago and then brought it to the
international stage.
After a long winter, this might be a very good excuse to
take a spring drive to Dartmouth with your friends to
celebrate another group of friends, the Group of Seven.
- Submitted by Deborah Story
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From Blomidon
to Barachois
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This joint project, hooked by the Apple Blossoms, is a
fine tribute to the Annapolis Valley and a testament to
what can be accomplished through effective leadership
and teamwork. I’m sure that it will comfort and please
visitors to the Barachois Historic Church for many years
to come.
- Submitted by Donna McGrath, Kentville
Watch for the free pattern of this apple design in the
Fall 2019 Loop magazine.
Ed.

Cape Breton
The Apple Blossoms with their completed project,
a gift to last
The vibrant red apple in the foreground, the patchwork
of farmed fields, the calm waters of the Minas Basin
with majestic Cape Blomidon in the distance - these are
immediately recognizable symbols of our beautiful
Annapolis Valley. Beginning in August, this iconic view
will be enjoyed by those who visit the historic church in
Grand Barachois, New Brunswick.
Readers will remember the article in the Summer 2017
issue of The Loop: “Barachois Historic Church Hooked
Cushion Project”, which invited rug hookers to contribute
a hooked cushion for the church’s pews. This caught
the eye of Donna Bentley, who has been the contact
person for the Apple Blossoms group for close to ten
years. Cora Mae Morse, another ‘Apple Blossom’, loved
the table mat hooked and designed by her friend, Felicity
Martel. The Apple Blossoms agreed that Felicity’s
design, with the apple and the view of Cape Blomidon,
would be the perfect choice for their cushion, since it
represented the name of their group as well as the beauty
of their home. With Felicity’s permission, the project began.
Coming up with a good idea is one
thing; seeing it realized is another.
The Apple Blossoms give credit
to Donna Bentley for
spearheading the project and for
seeing that it was accomplished.
Donna noted that, except for
setting a completion deadline and
asking Shirley Carey to hook the
apple, she kept it “wide open”.
Donna Bentley
Each of the twelve members chose the part they wanted
to hook, found suitable wool from their stash, and hooked at
their own pace. When one member finished, Donna passed
it on to the next.
Sheila Mason is a multi-talented rug hooker. Seeing that
the Nova Scotia tartan fabric she had on hand would fit
the cushion’s theme of home, she applied her excellent
sewing skills and voila - a beautiful cushion was ready to
be delivered on time to the organizers in Barachois.

Well the new year is here, 2019! Crazy how time flies
don’t you think? It’s wonderful to see everyone back at
hooking after the holiday break, that is when the weather
is agreeable to getting out of the house. We have had a
few bad days but not too bad so far and fingers crossed
the rest of the winter is kind.
Some of the ladies are getting very excited about heading
off to rug school while others are happy settling into their
winter projects.
A few of us have been working hard on our pillows for
the Barachois Historic Church in New Brunswick.
Here’s a pic of the ones completed so far. There will be
a nice representation of pillows for Cape Breton Island.
We’re all thrilled to be a part of this cultural project and
can’t wait to see it completed.

Pillows hooked
by Betty Paruch,
Rita Wojtyniak,
Cathy
Komourdjian
and
Joan MacKenzie

I thought I would share something that happened last
year for the Down East Rug Hookers that we are all
extremely happy about. We had a dream about having a
Bolivar cutter for the group to share but they are so
expensive we just thought it might not be possible. These
beautiful cutters are so expensive that few people are
able to personally own them but together we thought it
was something we could do as a group. So we put our
heads together about fundraising ideas. There were many
proposals suggested and we choose to start with the usual
yard and bake sale. The project began to evolve in size
and donations so much that we ended up renting a hall to
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host the event. Well we raised enough money in one day
to not only buy a Bolivar but additional cutter heads as
well! Who knew it would be such a great success and
now we have this beautiful machine that all the hookers,
new and old can enjoy. Hope this can be an inspiration
for those of you with groups and the same wish.

Here is our
president Mary
Munson enjoying
the the smooth
action of a our
lovely Bolivar.

As I sit here and write this report I can see the sun shining
so brightly outside and the remains of the last snow fall
almost gone. It makes me think of spring although I may
be getting ahead of myself. But positive thinking never
hurt right? Wishing you all an early thaw and all the beauty
that a maritime spring can bring.
- Submitted by Joan MacKenzie, Director

Prairie
Harvest
Rug
Hooking
School
September 6-11, 2019 Edmonton Alberta
Choose from 6 different classes for a 4.5 day,
including beginners, in Western Canada’s
premier rug hooking school. Room and board,
either singles or doubles is available and
commuters welcomed. Full accessibility along
with an elevator is assured. Along with our
annual banquet and party, rug show,
demonstrations, shopping at a variety of
vendors and just plain fun, select from: Animal
Portraits: Laurie Wiles. Beyond Hooking: Linda
Marchbank. Maud Lewis: Pam Langdon. Open
Class/Beginners: Lynne Powell. Wide and
Wonderful: Michelle Wise.
Contact: Myra Bielby at myra.bielby @
albertacourts.ca or check out our website at
prairieharvesthoookingschool.wordpress.com
for more information.

Fundy Group

The Fundy group held a special open house at Moose
River Rug Hooking Studio on November 14, where
everyone was invited to drop in and meet Miriam Miller,
a visiting rug hooker from Australia. Miriam and fellow
hooker Jacqui Thomson were visiting with Cindy Noble
for a few days and Cindy was able to show them a bit of
our province. Miriam emails our group a copy of her
regions monthly newsletter called “Connecting Us”
which is enjoyed by all our members. Their February
issue contained an article and picture of the mat Toni
Gallagher hooked of Peggy’s Cove lighthouse and a
picture of Cindy Noble and Edwina Doucet at the TIGHR
Conference in England in 2018. What a worldwide
community hookers have!
A Christmas hook-in was held at the Kingston Legion
with an exchange of handmade Xmas gifts. A lunch of
pizza and Caesar salad was enjoyed by the large number
attending. A presentation of nonperishable food, along
with one hundred dollars was made to the Upper Floor
Food Bank. A cheque for two hundred dollars was
presented to the Kingston legion, who kindly provide us
with our meeting location.
I would like to thank everyone who purchased Guild
calendars and Toni Gallagher for all her help in selling
our allotment. Also, thanks to Valarie Despres, who
recently resigned as my treasurer, for her many years
of dedication to the position and to Joan MacFarlane for
offering to fill the position. I am so fortunate to have
such a great group to work with.
A number of our members attended the opening
ceremonies of “Beginnings” at Ross Farm on January
19th. What a beautiful display! Thanks to Ann Marie
and everyone who assisted her. I hope everyone has a
chance to attend it.
- Submitted Yvonne Graves, Director

SPRUCE TOP
RUG HOOKING
STU DIO
255 Main Street
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia
Phone: 902-624-9312
Toll Free: 1-888-784-4665
www.sprucetoprughookingstudio.com
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Colchester

Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
So far the winter weather hasn’t interfered much with
our hooking meetings, which for many of us is a relief.
The act of creating is a wonderful way to connect with
our inner selves and with others who share our passion.
This quote from Michael Bridge sums up what it means
to me, “when our eyes see our hands doing the work of
our hearts, the circle of Creation is completed inside us,
the doors of our souls fly open, and love steps forth to
heal everything in sight.”
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We thank Under the Rug, Ewe-nique Boutique, Della’s
Rug Hooking and Jane’s Wool Applique & Rugs for
getting on board with this idea. We welcome any other
vendors who would like to come visit. Contact Ursula at
trurohookers@gmail.com.
In closing, I would like to say how fortunate I am each
week to be inspired and amazed at the wide range of
hooking styles our members embrace. Their creativity
is contagious!
- Submitted by Ursula Ryle-Gulliver
Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers

In November, twelve members took Doris Norman’s
William Morris Course. A lovely honeysuckle runner
pattern. Two days of instruction and camaraderie have
added to their store of hooking knowledge.

Economy Rug Hookers
We continue to meet every Tuesday at the Economy
Rec Centre, weather permitting. The icy roads and
driveways have kept a few of us housebound on occasion.

International Rug Hooking day was an opportunity to
bring this fibre art to members of our community. The
local library hosted us once more with a light filled room,
plenty of space for a display and lots of hookers. We
were even joined by some home schooling youngsters,
who wasted no time in learning how to pull some loops.
The creative process being passed on to the next
generation .

Our first day back after the holidays, we celebrated our
postponed Christmas Party. As you can see from our
photo, there was no shortage of food! The diets also
postponed. Lots of fun and laughs shared with some
special guests includong Judith’s husband, Charles.

Our Christmas lunch, put on by the Air Force Club was
a delight. The hall was festively decorated and the ladies
were in their Christmas finery. It gave us the gift of
good food - too much , for some of us!; music and great
company. Our carol-sing led by Paula was accompanied
by Sheila, Karen and Shelly on the ukuleles. A real treat!
In the spirit of giving ,the ladies also generously donated
$165 and 21 lbs. of food to the local food bank. A great
idea to just add a few dollars to the amount collected for
the meal soon added up for those who chose that option.

We are in the planning stages of how to use the money
raised from the sale of “Judith’s Stash” and hope to have
an announcement and pics for the next issue. Stay tuned.
Hope everyone is getting out and around despite the
weather. Stay safe and wear your ice grippers!

We continue to invite vendors to our group on a regular
basis. This is to allow all the hookers in our community,
not just those who belong to our group, the opportunity
to access supplies which they may not otherwise have.
Many are unable to get away for an extended period of
time to travel to shop. The feedback from the vendors
has been very positive and we are all enjoying this
program. The challenge is to spread this information to
those hookers who do not belong to organised groups.

Friday Friends
The Friday Friends have been busy hooking up a storm pieces for the exhibition, pieces for a display at the Rug
Hooking Museum of North America and a charity piece
or two. Some of our members have applied for classes
at rug school this year. We are going to have someone
in a number of the courses. Progress is being made on
the animals we started in Judy Carter’s course last fall,
you can almost hear the barking! We should have pics
of the menagerie for the next issue of the Loop. A
couple of us made it down to the opening of the 40th
Anniversary kick-off at Ross Farm. WOW! Certainly
a show worth seeing. How ever long you think you will
need to see the show, double it. The pieces and the
stories are amazing.
- Happy Hooking from Beverly Levine
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Halifax

Well, it’s been an active winter. Kingfisher group’s Susan
Hall gave a wonderful workshop where festive holiday
pins were created by many. Susan generously provided
all the supplies. including sequins, bells, pre-cut heavy
wool, glue sticks and even the pins! It was lots of fun
and was held during a regular Monday gathering in the
first week of December.
January 28th was a ‘how to finish your rug’ workshop in
which Patsy Gorveatte provided oodles of options, many
of which were new to the 30 plus people in attendance.
Lots of information was shared in a 14 page handout.
The Schoolhouse Hookers, led by Patsy Gorveatte, had
a well-attended gathering for close to 20 participants on
January 27th.

New
Brunswick West
The Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers continue to meet

every other Tuesday at the Library from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
We also continue to be affiliated with HRHG in
Fredericton and enjoy the benefits of the larger group.
Three of our members just got back from three full days
of hooking at Villa Madonna. It was so inspiring to witness
the talents of other hookers, to learn more about the NS
Guild and to find out what is being done in other hooking
communities. Later this spring, our group is planning to
have a wool dyeing session at a camp on the Tobique
River. Joy Briggs has graciously offered her space, so
with dye pots in hand and a potluck lunch, we will enjoy
the peaceful setting as we experiment with different
dyeing techniques.

Villa Madonna rug
hooking retreat
HRHG

A great turnout at the Schoolhouse Hookers at
Head of St. Margaret’s Bay on a regular Sunday
afternoon

We welcome anyone who would like to join our group or
to drop by for a demonstration, to see if it is a craft that
you might be interested in. Contact Connie at 506-356-8607.

Patsy was planning a geometrics two-day workshop for
February 2nd and 3rd. Who said things are dull in the
winter! Patsy is also starting a beginners class on
Tuesday afternoons. Contact Patsy for more details.

Heritage Rug Hooking Guild & Evening Matters,
Fredericton. Winter has been fairly quiet, but the annual
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild retreat at Villa Madonna in
Saint John has provided some relief from the cold for
HRHG members and hookers from Fredericton’s
Evening Matters, from Plaster Rock, and from various
parts of Nova Scotia. We’ve enjoyed 3 days and nights
of fellowship, fine food, fun times and some rousing
games of “Right, Left, Centre”. The draw for the
rosemaling chair mats, in support of the NB mat registry
was held Thursday, and Linda Vincent was the lucky
winner.

And our Guild president, Linda Alderdice, has begun
arrangements for a display and demonstration at the
Sackville Heights Community Centre (on Connolly Road)
at the request of their Project Co-ordinator, April Bennett.
This would be part of the RHGNS 40th anniversary
celebrations. Everyone welcome. Watch for details and
save the date, Sunday March 10th (set up Saturday
evening and take-down Monday morning).
I’ve discovered two more groups that are meeting on a
regular basis. The Library Loopers, Friday 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Keshen Goodman on Lacewood Drive in Halifax,
and the second group is at the Sobeys Community room
at 752 Sackville Drive in Lower Sackville, Fridays 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. This was news to me....so now you know
too!
- Submitted by Martha Meschino, Director

Mary Grant, HRHG presenting Linda Vincent with
the hooked chair mats, which she won. Proceeds
from the draw went to the NB Mat Registry
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Quoddy Loopers, St. Andrews. At the end of
November, the Ross Museum decorates its rooms for
Christmas with the help of volunteers. This year the theme
was a Traditional Christmas. Again, the Quoddy Loopers
volunteered to help and decorated the lady’s bedroom.
Beginning the first of December school children visit the
museum Monday through Friday and then it’s open to all
visitors Friday to Sunday. Visitors are treated to sweets
and hot punch after touring the rooms. If you time it
right, you are entertained by local musicians and choirs.
Just the thing to get you in the Christmas mood.
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fundraiser had raised over $1000 for the Saint John Arts
Centre.
Our group project, hooking a 6 foot long cushion cover,
designed by Alan Tibbetts, is progressing well, as
members pass it along weekly. We look forward to the
August 18th unveiling of all 200 cushions at the Historic
Church in Barachois.
Members continue to work on their mats for our fall
show, honouring Andrew Carnegie, on the 100th
anniversary of his death. We are so fortunate to be able
to enjoy the former Carnegie Library as our home. He
is famous for his wealth and philanthropy, but there are
so many interesting themes being explored in the mat
designs. It will be a fun show.
A mid-winter wool swap is always good for the soul.
The newer members of the group were able to build up
their stashes, while the stashbusters felt good about
gaining some space in their homes.

Mat display by Quoddy Loopers at the
Ross Museum, St. Andrews
As the winter is slowly drawing to a close, members of
the Quoddy Loopers are working on their various
projects. Time just seems to fly when you have a mat on
the go. Several members are waiting for April for the
first hook-ins in Saint John and Fredericton. Always a
great time to be had at these two events.
Carnegie Rug Hookers, Saint John. Twice per year,
our group chooses a member to be featured in “Highlight
a Hooker”. Gwen Henry was the featured rug hooker
in November. She brought in her many hooked mats to
display and told the story behind each one. Gwen seems
to always have at least, one “surprise mat” that was
hooked entirely at home.
On our final day of hooking, before Christmas, Carnegie
Rug Hookers held a Yankee Swap of “Artist Trading
Cards”. The ATC’s were 2 1/2" x 3 1/2" in size. Most
were hooked.

Artist Trading Cards at the Carnegie Rug Hookers
Christmas gift exchange
We finished the day with a Potluck lunch and the
announcement that our annual “Undeck Our Halls”

Edie Arsenault will be mentoring two beginner dye
sessions with group members, in her studio, in the near
future. We’re hoping for an early end to winter, as it
has cancelled our weekly Friday hooking on several
occasions.
We’ve begun planning for our April hook-in, invitations
will be sent out in the near future.
- Submitted by, Paula Weiss, NB West

Basque Fairy Tale Pattern Available 82”x20”

michelemicarelli.com
62 Elmwood Rd. New Haven, CT 06511
203-387-8690 amicarelli@snet.net

Linen
Rug
Hooking
LinenBackings
BackingsFor
For
Rug
Hooking
UNBLEACHED HAIRLESS LINEN — 60” & 55” wide
60”
55”
Per Yard
$27.00
$25.00
Teachers’ Price
$22.00
$20.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14 yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
$18.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
$16.00
50 yard minimum
IVORY HAIRLESS LINEN — 56" Wide
Per Yard
$28.00
Teachers’ Price
$23.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
50 yard minimum

Prices do not include shipping
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New Brunswick East

The Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers have been busy
over the past 8 months.
In June, Carol Byrne and Jennifer Fleming, hosted a booth
promoting rug hooking as part of a Seniors Wellness
Expo. All styles, shapes and sizes of hooked pieces were
on display and drew much interest.
In July, they attended the annual Fibre Social, held by
the Agricultural Museum of New Brunswick. Later in
the month many members attended Punch Needle
Embroidery Workshops by Donna Legere, who was
summering in the area. Donna is a great teacher and it
was lots of fun learning the techniques and some options
for finishing the little butterfly pieces we made.
The learning continued in September, with a course on
Finishing Techniques from Edie Arseneault. As always
Edie did a wonderful job and has inspired those of us
who have unfinished pieces languishing in the closet!
Throughout the Fall, members of the Sussex Tea Room
Hookers participated in a number of fun fibre events
including a fibre related bus tour to PEI and an excursion
to the Nova Scotia Fibre Festival. The Moncton and St.
Andrews hook-ins were attended and well appreciated.
Many thanks for our fellow hookers for their continued
hospitality.
In November, the Sussex Tea Room Hookers hosted
their 14th annual Hook- In. The theme was “Socks”,
which was also inspiration for the decorations and for
the many dozens of tiny fibre socks that were made for
favours. More importantly, after seeing a news article
about homelessness, hardship, and how socks are always
needed but seldom donated, it was decided to suggest
that guests bring socks to donate. The response was
overwhelming and filled three very large plastic totes
and a basket. These socks were distributed to locations
in Sussex, Saint John, Fredericton, Moncton and
Petitcodiac. They thank one and all who contributed
and helped with deliveries.

Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers hard at work

At the same time, the hook-in had two globe-trotting
hookers from Australia (Jacqui Thomson and Miriam
Miller) attending as special guests, invited by Mary
Alexander, who hosted them while they were in Sussex.
Jacqui and Miriam were overwhelmed by their warm
welcome and amazed by the number of attendees at the
event. They were on the last leg of their extensive travels
and have since arrived home safe and sound.
A few of the Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers are heading
to the “Rid the Winter Blues” retreat the end of February,
and we are looking forward to a Grenville course slated
with Debbie Lessard in April. And of course, hook-in
season starts again in April!
The Riverview Rug Hookers have had a busy, fun
time in both the Tuesday evening and Wednesday
morning groups. They had a great time learning Creative
Stitches from Mary Grant’s class and using the new
stitches while hooking a basket with Christmas balls,
flowers and a bow. The photo included was hooked by
Vida Black, who also took the course. In December,
they had a wonderful pot luck Christmas party thanks to
June Prenger who hosted the event!
At the beginning of February, Riverview Rug Hookers
held rug hooking demonstrations and displays for the
Town of Riverview’s’ Winter Carnival. A few new folks
have decided to join our merry band, so our numbers are
increasing.
Riverview Rug Hookers have decided not to hold a hookin this year, due to the number of members who have
other commitments.

Piece by Riverview Rug Hooker Vida Black
Since becoming the Southeastern New Brunswick
Regional Director, I have been very busy attempting to
connect and visit as many groups in the district as I can.
However, the weather has not been very cooperative. I
did get out to visit the Moncton Past Time Matters
Wednesday morning group before Christmas and had a
lovely visit with them. I also sold calendars to them
while I was visiting. My goal is to keep on my quest to
visit each group and meet as many members as I can
over the next few months.
- Submitted by June Prenger, Director
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Yarmouth

Yarmouth and area rug hookers have been busy
celebrating fellowship and fibre arts. Several members
have pieces in the Ross Farm exhibit, a must-see
collection. We have continued with our monthly visits to
Yarmouth Heights, a local seniors’ residence.
We are very proud of our Volunteer of the Year nominee,
Leslie Cranley-Blades. Leslie has served as Rugg Bee
president, past president, treasurer, co-chair of Spring
Fling and much more.
In December, The Carpetbaggers hosted our annual
Christmas Dinner and Coaster exchange.

And in January, the annual birthday celebration. The
Yarmouth Pharmasave generously hosted us for the
National Hook in Public Day.
We held a Beat the Winter Blues Workshop in January,
instructed by the very talented Barb Jess. Barb helped
us find a new kind of creativity, making one-of-a-kind,
beautiful broaches and artwork, with scraps and baubles.

Faith Stoll’s
Under the Sea
taking shape
in Barb Jess’ class

Many area rug hookers donated a collection of hooking
materials to Margaret Tupper of Aylesford, who lost her
home and all of her hooking supplies in a terrible fire
before Christmas.
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Ann Jones helped us get through a blustery February by
hosting fibre artists at her home at her annual three day
winter retreat. On Heritage Day, Wendy Siddall
represented rug hookers in the special event, the Maud
Lewis Story Circles, at the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia in
Yarmouth.
We are always trying to encourage more people to share
our passion and start hooking. In February, Rugg Bees
member Susan Deveau organized her second Intro to
Rug Hooking workshop, with instructor Ann Jones, at
the Yarmouth County Museum. In March, Elaine Howatt
will lead an Intro to Rug Hooking session at the request
of the Western Counties Regional Library.
The Rugg Bees, Yarmouth Carpetbaggers, The Rustic
Crafters and the Shelburne group have combined forces
to participate in our 40th Anniversary “show and sale”,
opening early April till June , at the Yarmouth County
Museum Community Gallery. The theme for the show
is “Celebrating Community.”
Members are getting excited about attending the Guild’s
rug school in Halifax and our Spring Fling, hosted in
Shelburne this year.
- Submitted by Meredith Burton, Director

EWE-NIQUE
BOUTIQUE
FIBRE ARTS EMPORIUM
9 WATER STREET
OXFORD, NS
P. O. BOX 599
B0M 1P0
902-552-WOOL (9665)
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
9 AM - 5 PM
- 100% HAND DYED WOOL
& TEXTURED WOOL
- WORKSHOPS
- FRIENDLY OPEN ENVIRONMENT
- ONLINE ORDERING

Margaret and friends meet several members of the Rugg
Bees rug hooking group at Sip Cafe in Yarmouth

Email:
SHOP@EWE-NIQUE.CA

Website:
WWW.EWE-NIQUE.CA
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Pictou, Antigonish &
Guysborough

This was a busy couple of months in our area. First, the
Little Harbour group was busy auctioning off a rug. Each
year the group designs or has a rug designed and they
take turns hooking. There are on average 12 hookers in
this group. They auction it off and the money raised is
donated to charity. This year their rug was designed by
Lyn Sue Wice, a local artist from New Glasgow. They
raised $3,100 and the money went to the Little Harbour
Community Centre to build a playground for the local
children. They have been doing this for the past 15 years
and have only kept track of the money raised for the
past few years. To date they knowingly raised over
$25,000. The group has donated money to the Heating
program, Food Bank and a local Soup kitchen.

This year’s
rug was called
Red Dory on
the Beach.

Melrose Loopy Ladies
So the end result is, our District has 8 new hookers, a
community centre getting a playground and Pictou,
Antigonish and Guysborough hookers are now well
supplied to keep on hooking.
- Submitted Shirley Joyce, Director

NB Mat Registry

The NBMR steering committee meets 3 times a year to
review our progress to date and create, review and
implement our action plan for the year ahead. The
steering committee, as pictured below, met in November
2018 and much to everyone’s delight we learned that
through the services of volunteers and a summer student,
400 of the 500 mats documented have now been entered
into our database - well done TEAM!

Arisaig Shoreline Friends have a number of friends who
wished to become rug hookers. So, I gathered my
contacts and put together a beginner class that was a
great success. A total of 10 showed up, eager to learn.
Eight new hookers and two who knew how to, but wanted
a little refresher on the do’s and dont’s. Chrissy Arbuckle
was the hostess for the day, allowing the class to take
place in her game room. There is still an upcoming visit,
to help them finish up, but that will most likely take place
next month. They are still hooking but at different stages
on their rugs.
February 4th was a busy day. Two pop-up stores
happened. The first one took place in Pictou, when the
Hector Hookers asked Connie Pettigrew, the owner of
Ewe-nique Boutique in Oxford N.S., to set up a pop-up
store at the New Horizons in Pictou. She arrived with a
very large assortment of goodies for all. She was a
busy woman from 9 a.m. till noon. Hookers from all
over our district came to buy supplies.
Then, for the afternoon, Jane from All About Ewe in
Westville, set up a pop-up store for the Loopy Ladies in
Melrose. Not only did she sell but she also had a request
to demonstrate. Jane likes the Oxford Punch Needle and
helped a few of the ladies from the group, who purchased
this product in the past, who were having a little issue.
After Jane was finished a few more customers decided
to have a punch needle for their projects.

Back row (l to r) Peter Laroque, Cynthia WallaceCasey, Bruce Thomson, Doris Norman, Helen
Dunstan-Blackie, Judy Morison
Front Row (l to r) Jeanne-Mance Cormier, Lynn
Kinsella, Evelyn Fidler, Line Godbout
Our 3 year fundraising campaign of raising $70,000 to
enable us to launch our virtual exhibit reached 37% of
our target at year end. Our sincere thanks to individuals
and rug hooking groups who have supported us thus far.
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Our campaign will continue over the next two years and
we are busy creating opportunities for the NBMR to be
more visible in 2019. Here’s a sneak peak of what we’ll
be doing:
• Several Mat Registries will be scheduled
throughout the province, including one booked
to run on August 11, 2019 at the Dieppe Library
as part of the 2019 World Acadia Congress.
Check our Facebook page to see where others
will be.
• NBMR will have a presence at each Hook-in
providing an opportunity to answer questions and
increase awareness of our mission - to document
and photograph NB mats older than 25 years
which were hooked in New Brunswick and/or
by a New Brunswicker.
• Submit an article on the NBMR to Rug Hooking
Magazine.

PEI - Judson Donation

If you haven’t visited our site lately, you can do so at
http://www.mats-tapisnb.com, and you can also find us
on Facebook - New Brunswick Mat Registry-Registre
des tapis du N.-B.
To contact one of our co-chairs:
Judy Morison (506-379-6682) or
Marielle Poirier (506-532-9578)
- Submitted by Lynn Kinsella, NBMR

A third generation rug hooker, Judson began her craft in
Ontario and remained very active after her move to PEI
in 1990. She was a McGown certified teacher and a
member of the Teachers Branch of RHGNS, and
instructed classes across Canada and in the USA. Some
of her favourite subjects were geometrics, pictorials, and
seascapes.

PEI hookers continue to benefit from a dear friend and
teacher, the late Marjorie Judson. A life member of the
RHGNS and an inspiring teacher, Judson passed away
in 2013 but she was alive in spirit at the Island Matters
Rug Hookers meeting on February 16, 2019.
A few months ago, her family contacted then president,
Shelagh Lindley, to offer dozens of mats from Judson’s
collection with the wish that the mats be sold and the
revenue used for rug hooking education. Although the
mats hooked by Marjorie Judson herself were most
popular at the sale, the donation also included mats she
had used in her teaching that were hooked by others
such as Nova Scotia’s Elmer Mingo and PEI’s Helen
Herring. The sale of mats will continue at the monthly
meeting of Island Matters until they are all sold.

Many of Judson’s pieces have been recorded in the PEI
Heritage Rug Registry, which also includes copies of
articles by Judson from the RHGNS Newsletter (Nov.
1998) and Rug Hooking Magazine (Sep./Oct. 2000) as
well as newspaper articles and McGown
correspondence. She was an inspiration to countless
rug hookers and her contribution to our craft was widespread. Marjorie will now inspire another generation of
hookers through the sale of these mats.

Two of Marjorie Judson’s PEI students, Nancy
Sutcliffe (left) and Joan Bartlett, hold up one of the
dozens of mats from the Judson legacy sale. For
more information, contact Island Matters Pastpresident Shelagh Lindley of Plum Tree Studio.
- Submitted by Paula Kenny, Co-Director
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Whimsy Workshop

A Teachers Branch Event in Celebration
of the RHGNS 40th Anniversary

It is for the sole use of workshop participants and may
not be shared. Please respect Copyright laws.
Samples of Sylvia’s whimsical style -

Regional one-day workshops will be held to honour the
artistry of Sylvia MacDonald, a founding member of the
Teachers Branch. Hook your 8” x 11” ‘Whimsy’
Pictorial in Sylvia’s style, using odd bits of wool and yarn,
or personalize with your own favourite style. The pattern
you will receive is similar to the images shown here.
Her ‘Whimsies’ demonstrate this pattern is open to
individual, creative interpretation. No two will be alike.
Hook with abandon and your mind’s eye. Have fun!
Please register early with your contact (as listed below)
and provide the following information:
Your name, phone number, email, if you are attending
Rug School, and the name of your Regional Director.
The paper pattern will be available for you at school or
from your Regional Director following School. The
deadline for accepting registrations is April 24th. For a
group planning to attend the workshop, it would be
appreciated if the information could be gathered and sent
in one email to make it easier for your contact.
Join us at the following locations for this FREE one-day
workshop, open to members of the Guild and nonmembers. A nominal fee may be charged to help with
venue rental cost.
HUBBARDS, NS - Wednesday, September 25th, at The
Hooked Rug Museum of North America, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Ruth Downing (902-488-2740)
ruthalyson@gmail.com
SYDNEY, NS - Thursday, September 26 th, at the
Dobson Yacht Club, 600 Westmount Rd.,10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact: Beth Calabrese (902-539-2333)
bethcalabrese@yahoo.ca
FREDERICTON, NB - Saturday, September 28th, at
Forest Hill United Church, 45 Kimble Court, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contact:
Doris
Norman
(506-454-3855)
danorman@nbnet.nb.ca

RHGNS 40th Anniversary
Calendars

CHARLOTTETOWN, PE - September date and
venue to be determined. Information to follow at Island
meetings or contact: Anne Lockhart (902-629-0249)
annelockhart49@gmail.com
Transfer the paper pattern to your own backing and bring
a stash of wool and yarn. A table of worms, as well as
odd bits of wool and yarn will be on site for your use.
Permission to distribute and teach this pattern has been
kindly granted by the family of the late Sylvia MacDonald.

REDUCED PRICE ONLY $7.00
Contact Ann Marie Harley,
amharley@ns.sympatico.ca
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40th Anniversary Workshop Starting Young
AGM - Friday, October 18Tth 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Legion, Pictou, NS

Join us for a full day workshop presented by the Teachers
Branch in memory of our friend and fellow teacher, Linda
MacDonald. To honour and celebrate her passion for
the heritage mat, four Bluenose chair mat patterns have
been chosen for this FREE workshop which is open to
members of the Guild and non-members.
Register by contacting Patsy Gorveatte,
pgorveatte@eastlink.ca or 902-476-4946, and provide her
with the following information: Your name, phone number,
email, if you are attending Rug School, the name of your
Regional Director, and of course your choice of pattern.
The paper pattern will be available for you at school and
if you are not attending, from your Regional Director
following school. The deadline for accepting registrations
is April 24th. Because we are expecting large numbers,
on-site registration cannot be accommodated. If a
number from your group are planning to attend the
workshop, it would be appreciated if the information is
gathered and sent in one email to make it easier for the
Registrar.
Transfer the pattern to your own backing and bring a
stash of wool. A vendor will also be on site. More
information to follow at a later date from the AGM
Committee. Permission to distribute the Bluenose
patterns has been generously granted by Eldon
MacDonald and family. They are for the sole use of
workshop participants and may not be shared. Please
respect Copyright laws.
Choose one of the four patterns pictured below.

In January, I had the opportunity to visit a grade 4/5 class
to discuss the history of rug hooking. Why? This class
was reading a fiction book about Acadian wool rug
hooking called “The Magic Rug of Grand Pre”. The
students were learning art, literacy and social studies
through this book and were very interested in trying rug
hooking.

I had never heard of this
book. To familiarize
myself with the story
before I met the class, I
purchased the book. If
you haven’t read it, I urge
you to do so.

Each student picked out “worms” and a “hook” of their
choice and hooked several loops. They were able to
master rug hooking. It was very gratifying for me to
watch each student as they pulled up the worms from
underneath the frame and made the loops. They were
truly having fun trying this “new to them” craft.
I left the class a blank piece of burlap on one of my
frames, a box of worms and a few hooks. The class
wanted to design and hook a rug over the next few
months. The photos here show the design they have
created and students totally engaged in rug hooking.

Students hooking on the class rug
“Every child is an artist, the problem is staying an
artist when you grow up” – Pablo Picasso
- Submitted by Linda Alderdice
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Rug Hooking Groups in Atlantic Canada

Note: Please send any changes to the Editor @ perryhome@eastlink.ca

NOVA SCOTIA
Annapolis Valley
Apple Blossom Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 9:30 am - 12 pm at
Individual homes from Windsor to Berwick
Contact Donna Bentley 902-542-7516
Loft Rug Hookers
Meet year round on Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
the Lloyd Memorial Centre in Kingsport
Contact Golda Kelly 902-582-3079
Rags to Riches
Meet year round on Wed. 9 am - 12 pm at
Windermere Hall, Windermere
Contact Janet Boates 902-847-9363
jboates@eastlink.ca
River Street Hookers
Meet year round on Friday, 10 am - 2 pm
at Lynn Denney’s, 35 Waldo St., Kentville
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118
Spinners
Meet from Sept. to May, on Tues., 10 am - 2
pm at Sobey’s Community Room, New Minas
Contact Donna McGrath 902-678-2279
dmcgrathns@gmail.com
Wooly Wanderers
Meet year round on Thurs., 9:30 am - 1’ish
at Atlantic Superstore Community Room, New
Minas. Contact Cathy Oomen 902-542-0224
The Valley Girls
Meet year round on Tuesday afternoons at
various members’ homes. Contact Cathy
Michael 902-692-8118 camichael262@gmail.com
Downtown Hookers
Drop in Tuesdays 1 - 3 pm at Town of
Kentville Recreation Centre, Kentville.
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118
lynndenney@eastlink.ca

Cape Breton
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters
Meet year round on Tues., 10am - 4 pm at
Dobson Yacht Club, Westmount Rd., Sydney
Contact Mora Ballantyne 902-270-5931
Down East Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 10 am - 3 pm at CB
Centre for Craft & Design (downstairs)
322 Charlotte St., Sydney
Contact Mary Munson 902-567-5122
mmunson@ns.sympatico.ca
Boularderie
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Boularderie East, phone for directions
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119
Old Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 10:30 am - 4 pm at
Big Bras d’Or Hall, 1390 Old Rte. 5
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119
Country Lane Studio
Meet year round, Wed. 2 - 4 pm at
Ferguson Lane, Homeville
Contact Marie MacVicar 902-539-7440
Wild Wooly Women
Meet Sept. - Apr., Tues., 10 am - 3 pm at
Mira & Seniors Pensoners Club, Marion Bridge
Contact Diane Harris 902-562-5780

Women’s Winter Workshop
Meet Sept. - May, Tues. 10 am - 2:30 pm at
Gabarus Fire Hall
Contact Marie Jaarsma 902-884-2544

Colchester
Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 9:30 am - 2 pm at
Douglas Street School, Truro
Contact Ursula Ryle-Gulliver 902-843-6857
wayne.urs@eastlink.ca
Friday Friends
Meet Sept. to June, Fri. 12:30 - 3:30 pm at
Douglas St. School, Truro
Contact Beverly Levine 902-893-2640
Economy Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Economy Recreation Centre, 3315 Hwy. 2
For up-to-date info and summer location,
Contact Micheline Beaton 902-647-2985

Cumberland
Remsheg Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at
Wallace & Area Museum, Wallace
Contact Sarah Ladd 902-257-3435
Beach-Side Hookers
Meet July & August, Wed., 10 am - 2 pm at
Ottawa House, Parrsboro
Contact Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Friends Hook Nook
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
All Saints Parish Hall, Main St., Springhill
Contact Don Tabor 902-694-0168
don.tabor@eastlink.ca
Northport Loopers
Meet year round, Monday 10 am - 2 pm at
Northport Community Ctr., Northport
Contact Polly Verstraten 902-661-9534
Town and Country Thrummers
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. evenings 7 - 9 pm
at Bridge Workshop, Station St., Amherst
Contact Lynne O’Brien Lines 902-676-2233

Dartmouth

Dartmouth Heritage Matters
Meet Sept. to June, Thurs. 9 am - 1 pm at
South End Baptist Church, 60 Hastings Dr.
Contact Deborah Story 902-446-6053 or
902-809-6053
Eastern Shore Matters
Meet Sept. to June, Tues., 12:30 - 4 pm at
Musquodoboit Library, 7900 Hwy. 7
Contact Sheila Livingston 902-845-2407
Fibre Friends
Meet Tuesdays 1 - 3:30 pm at
The Old School, Musquodoboit Harbour,
7962 Hwy #7
Contact Leslie Savoy 902-889-2735 or
Gail Lambert 902-845-2820

Fundy
Sobeys Crafters
Meet Oct. to April, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thursdays
of the month, 1 - 4 pm at Sobeys, Greenwood
ContactCindy Noble 902-825-6314
cindynoble150@msn.com
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Nicholsville Rugrats
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 10 am - 12 pm
at Nicholsville Community Hall
Contact Valerie Despres 902-847-1001
Bridgetown & Area
Meet year round, Thurs. 10 am - 2 pm at
Anglican Church, Bridgetown
Contact Sandra Sampson 902-665-2193
Sea Gull Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Superstore Community Room, Digby
Contact Joan Donnelly 902-245-2491
Brickton
Meet Sept. to July, 2nd & 3rd Wed.,
10 am - 2 pm at Brickton Community Hall
Contact Sue Russell 902-765-2880
Fundy Group
Meet 1st Wed. of every month, 10 am - 2 pm
at Kingston Legion
Contact Yvonne Graves 902-847-9398
Habitation Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 1 - 4 pm
1st Thurs. of every month at Moose River
Studio in Clementsport; 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thurs.
of each month at Lower Granville Hall, Port
Royal for the summer and at members’ houses
during the winter. Contact nancy@ecosmiths.ca
Clementsport Hookers & Friends
Meet year round, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Krystyna King 902-638-8433
Tuesday’s Hooking Group
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Nadine Wright 902-638-8813

Halifax

The Kingfisher Group
Meet year round, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Calvin Presbyterian Church, 3311 Ashburn
Ave., Halifax. Contact Susan Tirone
902-406-6590, tirone.susan@gmail.com
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
Meet June to Sept., Thurs. 10:30 am - 3 pm
at 9489 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd. Hwy 3,
Queensland/Hubbards, $3.00 drop-in fee.
Contact Suzanne Conrod 902-275-5222,
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org
The Wooligans
Meet year round, Wed. 9 am - 2 pm at
955 Bedford Hwy. Contact Marilyn Gazeley
902-835-9471, migaze@ns.sympatico.ca
St. Margaret’s Bay Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Meet 2nd & 4th Sun., 1 - 4 pm at The Bay
Community Ctr., 11 Station Road in
Head of St. Margaret’s Bay
Contact Patsy Gorveatte 902-858-2157
Lots of Loops
Meets Jan. to June and Sept. to Nov., every
other Thurs. 7 - 9:30 pm at Sobey’s North &
Windsor Sts. Halifax. Contact Kathy Burton,
email - 9022331801@txt.bell.ca
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The Library Loopers
Meet Friday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Keshen
Goodman, Lacewood Drive in Halifax
Bonnie Hookers
Meet Friday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Sobeys
Community room at 752 Sackville Drive in
Lower Sackville. Contact Barb Chartrand

Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough
The Hector Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9:30 am - 1 pm at New
Horizons Seniors Club, 14 Kempt St., Pictou
Contact Ruby MacKenzie 902-351-2411
(h) 902-485-1266 (c) marreemac@ns.sympatico.ca
Bluenose Rug Hooking Group
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 1 pm at Superstore
Westville Rd. Stellarton. Meeting cancelled if
school is. Contact Carol MacDonald 902-752-1974
email - carol.m@ns.sympatico.ca

Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport Group
Meet Sept. to April, Tues. 1 - 4 pm at Trinity Un.
Church, Rose Bay. Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke
902-624-9312, chclark@tallships.ca
Hebbville
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at Hebbville Fire Hall
(Bring your lunch.) Contact Jean Wentzell
902-354-3550
Lighthouse Rug Hookers Monthly Hook-in
Meet last Thurs. of each month 10 am - 2 pm,
except July, Aug. & Dec. at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Phoenix St., Bridgewater. Contact Joan
Young 902-644-2765, jmyoung1942@gmail.com
or Judy Nelson j.annnelson22@gmail.com
Shelburne
Meet Tuesday 10 am - 2 pm, (bring your lunch)
at Yacht Club (upstairs). Contact Pat Nickerson
902-575-2021, clydenickerson@eastlink.ca

River House Rug Hooking
Meet year round Sun., 2 - 5 pm at 36 Petite
Bluenose Descendents Rug Hookers
Riviere Rd., Petite Riviere. July & Aug., Mon.
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 7 - 9 pm at Sobey’s
7 - 9 pm on the deck. Various groups meet also.
West Side, New Glasgow. Contact Debbie Russell Contact Jane Steele 902-693-3111
902-752-6039, macair@eastlink.ca
Little Harbour Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, at each other’s homes Mon.
mornings. Contact Carol Cochrane 902-755-5376
email - carolcochrane001@gmail.com

Yarmouth

Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent
Meet Thurs. 1 - 3 pm bi-weekly at Club d’Age
d’Or, Main St., Richibucto. Contact Marsha 506523-0896, cleamac@xplornet.ca
Miramichi Rug Hookers
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 3 pm Seniors Rm. in Lions
Bldg., 234 Morrison Lane, Miramichi. Contact
Marg Bertrand, maggie632010@hotmail.com
Riverview Rug Hookers
Meet Wed., 10 am - 2 pm & Tues., 6:30 - 8:30 pm
at SouthEastern Mutual Ins. Co., Head Office,
Riverview. Contact Marie Trueman,
lilymariemac@gmail.com

NEW BRUNSWICK WEST
Quoddy Loopers
Meet year round, Wed. 6:30 - 8:30 pm at Catholic
Church of St. Andrews Parish Ctr. (basement)
corner King & Parr Sts., St. Andrews. Contact
Mary Jones 506-529-3790 (h) 506-529-9020 (w)
Carnegie Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Fri. 9:30 am - 12 pm at
St. John Art Centre. Contact Lynn Kinsella
peterkin@nb.sympatico.ca

Carpetbaggers
Meet year round Thurs. 10 am - 1 pm at
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
Beacon Church Parlor. Contact Shirley Bradshaw Meet May to Oct., every 2nd Thurs. 9 am - 2 pm
902-742-2468
at St. Peters Hall, 2365 Woodstock Rd. Contact
Ellen Phillips, phillips.ellen.e@gmail.com
Melrose Loopy Ladies
Rugg Bees
Meet Mondays 1 - 4 pm at Greenfield Oldsters
Meet year round Wed. 11:30 am - 3:30 pm at
The Cathedral Matters Guild
Club, Hwys. 7 & 348. Contact Dianne Richard
Yarmouth County Museum, Collins St.
Meet every other Tues. afternoon at Christ Church
902-867-1579 dianne.richard@outlook.com
Contact Elaine Howatt 902-742-7017
Cathedral Memorial Hall, 168 Church St.
Contact Doris Norman 506-454-3855,
Arisaig Shoreline Friends
The Harbour Hookers
danorman@nbnet.nb.ca. We hook as volunteers to
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 1-3 pm at each other’s Meet year round Thurs. 1 - 4 pm at Acadien
provide funds for the restoration of the Cathedral
homes. Contact Marsha Wong 902-863-6064;
Museum. Contact Dorothy Cameron
since 1992.
marshawong98@gmail.com
902-723-2660 or Bernice d’Entremont
902-762-3380
Evening Matters
Antigonish Highland Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 7 - 9 pm at Cathedral
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 6:30 - 9 pm at Sylvan
Hall, Church St at Brunswick, Fredericton.
NEWFOUNDLAND
Valley Seniors Pl., 12 Sylvan Valley, Antigonish
The Rug Hooking Guild of Newfoundland Contact Kimm Moore 506-474-2710
Contact Diane Penney 902-863-3133; email & Labrador (RHGNL) hosts various hook-ins kcmrugs@gmail.com
dianepenney15@gmail.com
throughout the province during the year. We
No Trump Hookers
Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers
Meet Sept. to June, Thurs. 1:30 - 4:30 pm, from welcome you to come and join us. For more
Meet every 2nd Tues. 1:30 - 4pm at Plaster Rock
information visit www.rhgnl.ca
house to house. Contact Andrea MacKenzie
Public School Library, Plaster Rock. Contact
902-485-8303, andreammackenzie@hotmail.com
NEW BRUNSWICK EAST
Connie Haddad, 506-356-8607
chaddad51@icloud.com
Woolly Friends
Hookeuses de Grande-Digue Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Sundays, 6 to 9 p.m.
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 9 - 11 am at Notre
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
1822 Main St., Westville, NS
Centre. Contact Marielle Poirier 506-533-9578,
Island Matters
Contact Jane Wile 902-752-1216
marjean@nb.sympatico.ca
Meet Sept. to June, 2nd Sat. 10 am at Farm
Email - aae.woolshop@gmail.com
Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers
Ctr., 420 University Ave., Charlottetown.
Meet year round Mon. 4 - 6 pm and
Contact Paula Kenny 902-629-0340
Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 pm at Sussex
South Shore
Seniors Ctr., Jubilee Hall, 50 Perry St., Sussex
Main Street Hookers
Shady Ladies
Meet 1st & 3rd Wed., 7 - 9 pm at Encompassing Contact Beverley Floyd floydb@nbnet.nb.ca
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at West
Designs, Mahone Bay. Contact 902-624-0370 or or Erin McKenna mcrugs@hotmail.com
Royalty Community Ctr., Charlottetown.
www.encompassingdesigns.com
Contact Anne Lockhart 902-629-0249
Past Time Matters
annelockhart49@gmail.com
Meet Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at Resurgo Place
Spruce Top
(Moncton Museum). Drop-ins welcome.
Meet Sun. 12 - 4 pm at 255 Main St., Mahone
Lady Slipper Rug Hookers
Bay. Carol Harvey-Clarke 902-624-9312
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 9:30 am at Lefurgey
Past Time Matters Eve. Rug Hooking Group
Cultural Centre, Prince St., Summerside.
Meet 1st & 3rd Mon. 7 - 9 pm at Community
Liverpool
Contact Carolyn MacKean 902-836-4238
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Tues. 10 am - 1:30 pm at College, Rm. 117, 505 College St., Dieppe.
Contact Margie Whyte 506-855-9041, or email
Superstore Meeting Room, Liverpool. Contact
margie.whyte@gmail.com
Audrey Fralic 902-683-2711, alfralic2@yahoo.ca
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RHGNS Regional Directors 2019
Nova Scotia

Annapolis Valley:
Ann Marie Harley
491 Gabriel Rd. RR #2
Falmouth, NS B0P 1L0
902-798-4679
amharley@ns.sympatico.ca
Cape Breton:
Joan MacKenzie
17 Swan Street
Sydney, NS B1N 2L9
902-574-0056
needleitstudio@gmail.com
Colchester:
Tanya McNutt
273 Glenwood Drive
Truro, NS B2N 1R1
902-895-1231
tmmcnutt@eastlink.ca
Cumberland:
Barbara Himelman
240 Ramshead River Road,
Diligent River, NS B0M 1H0
902-297-6670
bhimelman@gmail.com

Dartmouth:
Deborah Story
922 - 5 Horizon Court
Dartmouth, NS B3A 0C4
902-446-6053
story.deborah@gmail.com
Fundy:
Yvonne Graves
2893 Hwy 221 RR # 3
Aylesford, NS B0P 1C0
902-847-9398
yegraves@ns.sympatico.ca
Halifax:
Martha Meschino
57 Bruce Drive
Lower Sackville, NS B4C 3T8
902-865-2428
martha.meschino@gmail.com
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough:
Shirley Joyce
1097 Highway 376
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902-485-8813
epls.shirley@gmail.com
South Shore:
Debbie Smith
359 Feltzen South Road
Rose Bay, NS B0J 2X0

RHGNS Officers 2017 - 2019
President: Linda Alderdice
66 Shelby Drive
Hammonds Plains, NS B3Z 1M6
902-443-3366
lalderdice7@gmail.com
Vice-President: Ann Jones
P. O. Box 167, Lakeside Road
Hebron, NS B0W 1X0
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Charlene Carpentier
236 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2V 1K1
902-435-7469
1205cmc@gmail.com
Heritage Rug Registry: Vacant

Fairs & Exhibitions:
Yvonne Graves
2893 Hwy 221 RR # 3
Aylesford, NS B0P 1C0
902-847-9398
yegraves@ns.sympatico.cass
Past President: Dwight Gallagher
19 Morris Street, P.O. Box 2184
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0
902-597-8715
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca
Archivist: Cathy Lowe
21 Glen Lane
Middleton, NS B0S 1P0
902-363-2157
cathlowe@eastlink.ca
Publicity/Web Liaison:
Abby Cameron
754 Fall River Road
Fall River, NS B2T 1G5
782-234-1016
undertherugstudio@gmail.com
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902-766-4494
ddpsmith@bwr.eastlink.ca
Yarmouth:
Meredith Burton
57 Highland Drive
Milton Highlands, NS B5A 5K1
902-881-2343
docmjnb@hotmail.com

New Brunswick

New Brunswick East:
June Prenger
34 Bunker Hill Drive
Upper Cloverdale, NB E1J 0C2
506-962-8661
juneprenger@outlook.com
New Brunswick West:
Vacant

Prince Edward Island

Paula Kenny
308 N. Queen Elizabeth Dr.
Charlottetown, PE C1A 3B5
902-629-0340 or 902-892-9434
kenny_paula@hotmail.com
and
Rebecca Wellner
86 Trout Point Lane
Stratford, PE C1B 1M9
902-569-2247
rebecca.wellner@gmail.com
Editor: Frieda Perry
184 Highway 1
Dayton, NS B5A 5A1
902-742-6300
perryhome@eastlink.ca
Acting Membership Director:
Mary Morris
P. O. Box 51024, Rockingham Ridge
Halifax, NS B3M 4R8
902-401-8490
Teachers’ Branch President:
Ruth Downing
1725 Cow Bay Road
Eastern Passage, NS B3G 1M3
902-462-2554
ruthalyson@gmail.com
Rug School Director:
Dwight Gallagher
19 Morris Street, P.O. Box 2184
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0
902-597-8715
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca
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Stay In The Loop

April 1 to June 30, 2019 - Yarmouth, NS
Celebrating Community Exhibit at the Yarmouth
County Museum, 22 Collins Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia
presented by rug hookers from the communities of
Yarmouth, Weymouth, and Shelburne. Please join us for
the opening reception at 4 p.m. on April 11th. This show
celebrates the 40th Anniversary of the RHGNS.

Free Pattern

Celebrating 40 Years

by Jane Steele

Jane graduated in Textile Marketing and French. She
worked in textile print and design for the fashion industry
in London, England.

Now to April 13, 2019 - “Celebrating Beginnings
Exhibit”, 40th Anniversary of RHGNS, Wednesdays to
Sundays, 9 to 5, until April 13, 2019 at Ross Farm Museum,
4568 Hwy. 12, New Ross, NS

Now she lives on the South Shore of Nova Scotia, where
she owns and operates the River House Rug Hooking
studio.

April 13, 2019 - Pack a lunch and join the hook-in from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Celebrating Beginnings Exhibit
at Ross Farm Museum, 4568 Hwy. 12, New Ross, NS

She says, “to compensate for years of creating garments,
I now take a perverse pleasure in ripping them apart.”
Her background gives her designs, colours and fabrics a
unique signature.

April 14, 2018 - 6th Annual Catherine Mercer
Memorial Hook-in, 10 am to 2ish at Shubenacadie
United Church. The fee is $10, which includes a salad
plate lunch (all proceeds go to the church), as well as
door prizes, balloon burst, quilt raffle, local rug display
and vendor “Under the Rug”. Please RSVP to Teena by
April 6th, 902-758-1354 or jtvanderiet@bellaliant.net.
April 27, 2019 - Rug Show and Tea, Rose Bay
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Trinity United Church, 3537
Highway 332, Rose Bay. Admission $8 per person
May 2 - 5 - Group of Seven & Friends
A hooked rug exhibit presented by Dartmouth Heritage
Matters and their Eastern Shore friends at Fairbanks
Centre, 54 Locks Road, Dartmouth. Visit the Opening
on Thursday from 5 to 9 p.m. The show continues
Friday 5 to 9 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.
August 17, 2019 - Les Hookeuses du Bor’délo
invite you to attend their very first hook-in from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the historic Thomas-Williams House in
Moncton. Visit the exhibit “Cultivating Your Inner
Garden” at Resurgo Place nearby, their contribution to
the 2019 World Acadia Congress. Please register early,
as space is limited, with Marie-Claude Hébert at
infor.leshookeuses@gmail.com. A lunch, snacks and
drinks will be provided.

Almost
Tessellated
Lobster Claws
by Jane Steele

Happy 40th Anniversary,
Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia!
In celebration of this special year, Jane designed this
issue’s free pattern.
Happy hooking and happy celebrating!
For more information visit Jane on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/RiverHouseRugHooking/

40th Anniversary
Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia

Celebrating Beginnings
A Hooked Rug Exhibit by the RHGNS
January 19, 2019 - April 13, 2019
Ross Farm Museum, New Ross, NS
Brown Bag Hook-In
Sautrday, 13 April 2019 • 10 - 3
Ross Farm Museum
Ross Farm Museum
4568 Hwy 12
New Ross, NS
Hours Wed - Sun 9 - 5
1-877-689-2210
RHGNS
www.rhgns.com
Facebook: Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia

Celebrating 40 Years
by Jane Steele 2019

Feel free to re-size. This pattern is for
personal use and not for resale.

Gallery
If you have a special or recent
rug to share, send along the
photo, including the rug hooker’s
name and the designer’s name.

In Loving Memory
hooked by
Meredith Burton,
Yarmouth, designed
by
Lori Whitman-Price

Country Charm, hooked by
Frieda Perry,
a Deanne Fitzpatrick design

Purple Passion, hooked by
Mary Ellen Carpenter, Wallbrook,
design by Searsport

Sharon Broadbent with her
hooked mat, the Bunny
by William Morris

Tanya McNutt, original design

Paula Phillips, original design

Karen Stratton, The Blacksmith Shop,
Maud Lewis

Tea Time, hooked & designed
by Karen Veinot, Berwick

Hope Restored designed and
hooked by Chris Antle for the
Acadian Congress 200
cushion project

Friends, hooked by Irene
Moore, Somerset, design by
Diane Selby

MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION
THE RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA
SCOTIA
1. The name of the society is The Rug Hooking
Guild of Nova Scotia.
2. The objects of the society are:
a. to encourage participation in the art and
craft of rug hooking;
b. to foster a sense of originality and beauty in
colour and design;
c. to provide opportunities for the exchange of
ideas and information among members of
the RHGNS;
d. to sponsor and financially assist specific
programs for the membership which are
designed to promote excellence in the craft;
e. to promote public awareness through
exhibits and publicity;
f. to record and preserve the history of the
craft.
3. a) To acquire by way of grant, gift, purchase,
bequest, devise or otherwise, real and personal
property and to use and apply such property to
the realization of the objects of the Society
b) To buy, own, hold, lease, mortgage, sell and
convey such real and personal property as may
be necessary or desirable in the carrying out of
the objects of the Society
4. a) The Society shall not carry on any trade,
industry or business;
b) All funds shall be used solely for the purpose
of the Society and the promotion of its objects;
c) If the Society is terminated, wound up or
dissolved and, after satisfaction of all its debts
and liabilities, there remains any property
whatsoever; the same shall be paid to some
other non-profit organization in Canada having
objects similar to those of the Society.
5. The activities of the society are to be carried on
in the Maritime Provinces.
6. The registered office of the society shall be at a
place fixed, from time to time, by the Board of
Directors.

Please note, the RHGNS By-Laws are on pages 4, 5 and 6 of
this issue of the Loop magazine.

TIGHR’s Coming to Town
As many of you may already know, The International Guild of Hand Hooking Rugmakers has chosen St. John’s for
its’ triennial conference in October 2021- how exciting is that ? Rug hookers from all over the world will be
descending upon our fair capital, and you can safely say there’ll be a “time in the city tonight. “. We hope as many
of our own Guild members will seriously consider joining TIGHR, and attending the conference. As a first timer at
the gathering in Reeth England this past October, I guarantee you will not be disappointed –
because, it was a wonderful 4 days of friendship, fun & idea sharing. The Guild truly lived
up to its purpose and policy, which reads as follows in its Constitution :
“The purpose of TIGHR shall be to promote international interaction among rug hooking artists to provide
opportunities for exchange of ideas and information, and to encourage exploration into the tradition, culture
and history of hand hooked rug making.
Mutual respect, gracious diplomatic deportment, supportive encouragement of creativity and appreciation
for professional presentation, coupled with purposeful input to the Executive Board from members shall be
fostered as hallmarks of the Guild……
The policy of TIGHR is to share and enjoy rather than to judge each other’s’ work.”
This year 2019 happens to be the Silver Anniversary of TIGHR and the Executive Committee for 2021 hopes to
celebrate the 25 years of the Guild by featuring articles in as many rug hooking newsletters as we can around the
globe. If you have any preliminary questions at all about membership, TIGHR itself or the 2021 conference , please
do not hesitate to inquire. The NL Executive consists of President Dianne Warren ; Vice-President Martha Barnes
; Secretary Marilyn Beaton ; Treasurer – Brenda Head ; Membership Chair- Diane Hodder and Communications
Chair – yours truly , Pat Parsons.
As the British love to say- watch this space. More, as the TIGHR saga unfolds.
Yours in the spirit of rug hooking,
Pat Parsons Communications Char – TIGHR

