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RH GN S M ission St at e m e nt
To encourage participation in the art and craft
of rug hooking.
To foster a sense of originality and beauty in
colour and design.
To provide support for the exchange of ideas and
information among the members of the RHGNS
To sponsor and financially assist specific
programs for the membership which are
designed to promote excellence in the craft.
To promote public awareness through
exhibitions and publicity.
To record and preserve the history of the craft.

Visit the Guild website at rhgns.com
Join our Facebook Group – Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia

Dory Moored

This issue's cover

I chose this 'Dory Moored' design by Deanne Fitzpatrick
when I enrolled in her “Wild With Wool” online course in
the winter of 2015.
Over the years, I have been occasionally referred to as a
perfectionist. It's no different among some of my rug
hooking friends, although I hope the term is being used
affectionately. My goal in taking this course was to
explore a more relaxed approach to rug hooking, to use a
variety of textured materials and to hook with wider cuts.
This 12” x 18” piece was hooked on burlap with yarn,
roving, new and recycled wool strips in mostly #5 and #6
cuts.
When I attempted to hook more randomly I quickly
discovered that it's harder to do than it looks. But I am
pretty pleased with the water and the background hills.
And who would have thought that hooking a dory would
be so challenging? It took several attempts before it
resembled a dory rather than a football!
Although I can see areas that could be improved, (Oops,
there's the perfectionist in me coming out again), I hope
to apply what I've learned to future projects. Most

important: 'Dory Moored' is a gift that has a special place
in my sister's home.
-- Submitted by Donna McGrath, Kentville
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President’s Message
I feel that the single best thing about Rug School is the
friendships that you make! Some may not agree but when
you step back and think ….from the moment you arrive
until the moment you leave you are among friends.
Friends who do not judge you or your work, friends who
come together to learn.
Some friends you only see at Rug School, catching up
on what has gone on over the past year, exchanging news
on your families and mats that have been hooked and
courses that you have taken! There are always new
friends that you make….the “first-timers” ….you are
showing them the ropes, making sure that they feel at
home, that they have a good time and will want to return
another year.
The teachers become your friends....they encourage that
type of class room! They are interested in you and
conversely you get to know them. You leave at the end
of the course armed with greater knowledge and they
leave with the satisfaction that they were successful in
conveying their knowledge to you.
What makes for such friendships? Everyone sharing a
common denominator … the love of rug hooking and I
am so thankful for the friends that I have made.
Thank you to all members of the Rug School Committee
for their hard work, dedication and the volunteering of
their time to make Rug School 2016 a huge success!
- Dwight Gallagher, President
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Notice of Motion
At the Board meeting of the Rug Hooking Guild of Nova
Scotia held Tuesday, May 3rd, 2016, at the Mount St.
Vincent University, Halifax, it was decided to proceed
with changing the name of the Rug Hooking Guild of
Nova Scotia to the Rug Hooking Guild of the
Maritimes. The next step in the process is to amend
the current by-laws.
The by-laws state; “These by-laws may be amended by
a three-fourths vote of the members in attendance, at a
duly qualified Annual Meeting. Notice of any
amendments shall be distributed to all members at least
thirty days before the Annual General Meeting”. The
AGM is slated for Saturday, October 15 th, 2016, in
Halifax and a motion will be made at that meeting.
Proposed amendment to the by-laws would replace the
wording “Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia” to “Rug
Hooking Guild of the Maritimes” and would change
“RHGNS” to “RHGM” where applicable throughout.
You’ll find the October Annual General Meeting
itinerary and registration form on the inside back of the
paper cover on this issue of The Loop.
- Dwight Gallagher, President RHGNS
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The Loop Submission Deadline Dates
for 2016 - 2017

Please Note -

To ensure prompt delivery of our magazine to its
readers, please have all articles, reports, ads, etc.
submitted BEFORE the following deadline dates.

When sending articles with photos, please do not send
photos embedded in the article. Please send the article
and the photos as separate attachments via email.
Digital photos should be high-resolution for the best
results.

• August 5, 2016 for the September issue.
• October 28, 2016 for the December Issue.
• February 9, 2017 for the March issue.

Send submissions to:
Frieda Perry, Acting Editor
Email: perryhome@eastlink.ca

The Editor of The Loop Magazine retains exclusive control over the content and format. All information
submitted for publication will be subject to and will be included or excluded in the magazine on the sole
discretion of the Editor.

Placing an Ad in The Loop:
To place an ad in upcoming issues of The Loop, the
contact person is Ann Jones, Publicist. She will require
the information for the ad and the ad size. If your ad
requires logos or special graphics, it must be sent cameraready. If you have any questions regarding placing an
ad, contact Ann by email: annjones@eastlink.ca or
phone 902-742-1978.
Ann will issue an invoice to you once your request has
been made. PREPAYMENT is required before placing
an ad in The Loop. Cheques are to be made payable to
the RHGNS. These details are included in the invoice
Ann will send to you once you place your ad.

Advertising Rates for The Loop 2016
Size Options

Dimensions

Full Page
1/2 Page
1/3 Page
1/4 Page
1/8 page (portrait)
1/8 page (horizontal)
Business Card

7 x 9.75 inches
7 x 4.50 inches
7 x 3.125 inches
3.4 x 4.8 inches
2.2 x 3.5 inches
3.5 x 2.325 inches
3.5 x 2 inches

Fee
$140
70
50
35
20
20
15

Clippings
The place for comments, corrections & suggestions.
CORRECTION In the March issue there was a
photo of two mats with two different interpretations.
The artists were Leone Cox holding her light
background interpretation and Pat Clarke holding
her dark interpretation of the same pattern. My
apologies for the incorrect information, Beverly
Levine.

Spring, a time for renewal and new ideas. I hope you’ll
continue to hook and create over the summer months.
For the most part, our hooking is very portable, so take
it with you to the lake, the cottage, the beach and for
those long rides in the car.
Please take a moment to check out the new articles
featured in the June Loop.
• Stay In The Loop – an Events listing
• Using Your Noodle – Questions & Answers.
Our very own Miss Mary Anne will reply to
your questions about rug hooking; dyeing;
woolly topics; finishing, etc. Her experience and
knowledge will be a valuable resource all of us.
• Clippings - this is where you can make your
comments, corrections and suggestions for The
Loop editor and readership.
To keep these articles on-going and relevant, your input
is needed. Please keep me posted on your group events,
displays, workshops and exhibitions, etc. Continue to
help me keep our magazine current and interesting. Feel
free to email me at perryhome@eastlink.ca anytime. I’d
love to hear from you with photos, articles and newsy
items for The Loop.
Please keep the good folks of Fort McMurray in your
thoughts and prayers.
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About Rug Hooking
by Janice L. Guinan
Handmade hooked rugs are personal works of art and
heirlooms to be treasured. This traditional art form
dominated by women for centuries is now becoming
popular with men as well. One of the reasons rug hooking
is preferred over other crafts is because it can be done
almost anywhere. One can hook while watching
television, or travelling or relaxing with friends. There
are also various hooking styles from primitive to realistic,
which appeal to different people. Some styles are more
intricate and require more patience than others, but that
is all a part of hooking as there is something for everyone.
Rug hookers are also accustomed to the reactions and
jokes that accompany the words hooking and hookers.
As rug hooking has gained popularity and professional
status, terminology of how to refer to this art form and
those who do it has become a matter of discussion,
whether one prefers to be called a rugger, a hooker, a
rug hooker, a traditional rug hooker, a matter, a fibre
artist, or a textile artist. One thing that is very clear is
that rug hooking is no longer ignored by the art world as
in the past.

Art shows and exhibitions in top galleries around the
world now proudly display hand hooked rugs which are
highly sought after by collectors. Some of the categories
of hooked rugs in demand are: pictorials, animals,
geometrics, abstracts, florals, narratives and of course
one of a kind original designs. Rugs are no longer just
for the floor, they adorn walls, furniture, table tops and
also can become 3D sculptures. They can be expensive
to purchase but also costly to make. One rug hooker
told me when her husband discovered how much the
rugs cost to make, he removed every rug she made off
the floor. It can be quite an investment and it takes a
great deal of time and wool to make a hand hooked rug.
One square foot of rug can take four to six hours or
more to hook and it will require five times it’s surface
area in wool. I have read that every hand hooked rug
will increase in value, if properly cared for. If you are so
fortunate to have one take care of it.
I find it fascinating to consider how much this art form
has progressed in recent years from its very humble 19th
century beginnings as a craft born of thrift. Many rug
hookers go to school to hone their craft and learn more.
The 2016 Spring Rug School is being held from May 1
– 6, at Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax. Nine
courses are being offered from dying wool to creating
3D art. If you would like to learn more you can visit the
Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia website at http://
rhgns.com/ There is even a museum dedicated to the
preservation and celebration of the art and traditions of
hooked rugs. The Hooked Rug Museum of North
America, opened in June 2013,and is becoming a global
attraction. It is the only one of its kind in the world and
we can all be proud to boast that it is in Queensland,
Nova Scotia. For more information go to the museum
website, www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org , and
discover why so many people are getting hooked on this
historic and significant art.
This article has been reprinted with permission of the
Truro Daily News and the author.
Janice has a website designed to keep artists and patrons
connected and it is free to list shows, events, workshops
etc. http://www.maritimeartlist.com/

Tanya McNutt holding her own original design “The
Salish Moose”, winner of NS Provincial Other
Hooked Article.
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A Fascination with Crows

Dorothy Rice lives by the sea in Three Fathom Harbour,
Nova Scotia. She started hooking rugs in the summer
of 2015, when her sister in law introduced her to the art.
Loving to work with colours and inspired by the works
of the current rug hooking community, as well as the
beautiful creations from days gone by, Dorothy works
on ideas from spending time in nature. After her initial
projects with purchased patterns, she has started
designing her own patterns. She is pleased with the
outcome of the project called “Crows in the Wind”
(below) and “Lovers” (above). A second “crow project
has been completed and given as a house warming gift.

Alan with his awesome asquisition.
in Rideau Hall, the Vatican, the White House &
Buckingham Palace. She hooked in the Cheticamp
style, dyeing her own yarn.
In the book “ Elizabeth Lefort: Canada’s Artist in Wool”,
written by Daniel Doucet, 2010, the history of the
hooking of Lord Beaverbrook is narrated by Elizabeth,
herself.
“Portraits are the most difficult............The roughest one
I ever did was Lord Beaverbrook’s. So many moles and
wrinkles, whew!”
She drew the pattern in September 1960, using a
photograph from the cover of “Atlantic Advocate”
magazine. She began hooking the portrait in October
1960 & completed it October 22, 1960. She presented
the framed portrait to Lord Beaverbrook at the
Beaverbrook Art Gallery in Fredericton, NB, on
September 6, 1961.
It was purchased at the Lady Beaverbrook auction in
1996 & was sold to Alan from the second owners estate.

Alan’s Awesome
by Paula Weiss
Aquisition
Carnegie Rug Hookers
On Easter Monday, while most of us were still gorging
on chocolate, Alan Tibbetts was off to the Annual Easter
Auction, in Saint John. He had heard that there was a
piece of rug hooking going to auction from a private
collection & was curious. To make a long story, short,
he is now the proud owner of Elizabeth Lefort’s hooked
portrait of Lord Beaverbrook!
Elizabeth Lefort (1914-2005) is an internationally
celebrated Cape Breton rug hooker, whose works hang

Alan has kindly loaned this wonderful piece of rug
hooking history to the Hooked Rug Museum of North
America for the duration of the 2016 season. “Uncle
Beav” as Alan has named him, is off to summer camp in
the very capable hands of Suzanne Conrod & the
wonderful staff at HRMNA. He will be displayed in
the Interpretative Gallery with the other Cheticamp rugs.
He will also share the space with 5 original Maud Lewis
paintings.
If you have never been to the Hooked Rug Museum in
Hubbards, Nova Scotia, you need to visit! They open
from May until October. Check their website ( http://
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org) for upcoming
classes & hook-ins.
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Dory Stories
Hooked Rug Show
Thank you to everyone who submitted an entry for our
upcoming Dory Stories Hooked Rug Show. We have
forty-four dories and their stories to showcase to
everyone from far and wide who visit the Fisheries
Museum of the Atlantic in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia
between Saturday, June 4, 2016 and mid-October, 2016.
There will be an official grand opening of the Fisheries
Museum of the Atlantic in Lunenburg on June 11 and
12, 2016. Admission is free for anyone who visits the
museum on that particular weekend. The Museum has
been completely renovated this past winter. So, there
will be lots going on and we sure would appreciate
having some of the hookers that have a Dory Story in
the show to attend. The Museum feels there will be lots
and lots of people with lots and lots of interest in the
show. Be sure to “save the date”!

Lunenburg Dory: This cheerful proddy mat was made in
the Newfoundland Rag-A-Jack style from old coats on a
burlap backing. It was designed and hooked by Heather at
RHGNL Rug Camp in Kildevil,Gros Morne.

Thanks again to all who have created Dory Stories for
this event. We can’t wait until you see what a wonderful
collection awaits the general public to view.
Regards, Linda Alderdice and Heather Gordon,
RHGNS Dory Stories Committee

We are also planning an event for those who will be
attending the dory races in August. We will keep you
posted when we have more details. The best venues to
obtain updates is by visiting the Guild’s website:
rhgns.com or on The Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
Facebook page.
The Canadian Dory Race Association has posted the
Race Dates 2016:
- Elimination races - Lunenburg, June
- International races - Gloucester June 18
(Tentative- to be confirmed)
- Elimination Races- Lunenburg, August 6
- International races - Lunenburg, August 20

SPRUCE TOP RUG HOOKING STUDIO

255 Main Street
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia
Phone: 902-624-9312
Toll Free: 1-888-784-4665
www.sprucetoprughookingstudio.com

Basque Fairy Tale Pat tern Available 82”x20”

michelemicarelli.com
62 Elmw ood Rd. New Haven, CT 06511
203-387-8690 amicarelli@snet.net

Linen Backings For Rug Hooking
UNBLEACHED HAIRLESS LINEN — 60” & 55” w ide
60”
55”
Per Yard
$27.00
$25.00
Teachers’ Price
$22.00
$20.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14 yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
$18.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
$16.00
50 yard minimum
IVORY HAIRLESS LINEN — 56" Wide
Per Yard
$28.00
Teachers’ Price
$23.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
50 yard minimum

Prices do not include shipping
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Stay In The Loop
May 6 - July 1 - “ Places We Have Been: Journeys in
Rughooking” - The Carnegie Rug Hookers, Saint John,
NB, will have an exhibit of original hooked mats at the
Saint John Arts Centre, 20 Peel Plaza, Saint John.
May 19 - July 10 - Surfing the Ironing Board - Laura
Kenney Exhibit @ Mary E. Black Gallery, Halifax. Free
Admission. Opening Reception May 19 at 6 p.m.
June 3 - 10 - 12 p.m. Hook-in at Mary E. Black Gallery.
Bring your own rug & materials. Some supplies
available for newbies. RSVP 902-492-2522 or
info@craft-design.ns.ca
June 4 - mid-October 2016 - Dory Stories Hooked Rug
Show at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic in
Lunenburg.
June 11 & 12 - Open House of The Fisheries Museum
of the Atlantic in Lunenburg. Admission is free. Visit
the Dory Story Hooked Rug Show.
June 25 - The Rugg Bees present Spring Fling in
Yarmouth, NS. A day of fun and friendship. Coaster
exchange & mat display. For registration, see the March
Loop or contact Susan Moores, registrar at
susan.moores48@gmail.com
July 16 - The Northport Loopers would like to invite
everyone to their Summer Show and Sale in Northport
at the Community Centre, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Refreshments are available. For further information
contact Polly Verstraten at pollyverstraten@yahoo.ca
September 19 - The Northport Loopers are hosting their
Fall Hook-in in Northport at the Community Centre from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. with Darlene Irving as their vendor.
Lunch will be served. Bring something to show and
something to work on. Contact Polly Verstraten at
pollyverstraten@yahoo.ca for more info
September 20 - The Eastern Shore Matters wish to
advise our regular Hook-In attendees that the date of
our annual Hook-in has been changed from the first
Tuesday in June to the third Tuesday in September
(September 20, 2016). Our hook-in is held at the
Memory Lane Heritage Village, (a 1940’s living
museum) at 5435 Clam Harbour Road, Lake Charlotte
(just off Highway 7 past the landmark Webber’s red log
store), about 45 minutes east of Dartmouth. We look
forward to seeing you all back again this year. If you get

lost, please phone 902-845-1937 for directions. We
would appreciate knowing how many of your members
will attend, so we can arrange sufficient food and
beverages. Please contact Sheila Livingston at
slivingston@ns.sympatico.ca or 902-845-2407 with your
numbers and any questions you might have.
2017 Art Hits The Wall - “Under the Influence”
Open to year-round residents of Atlantic Canada. Entries
must be created specifically for Art Hits the Wall and
during 2016-2017. Entries must not be exhibited
anywhere else previous to this exhibit. Tell us your story
about what you created (min. 50/max. 100 words) when
submitting your artwork. The show will open in mid
May 2017 at the Hooked Rug Museum of North America
in Hubbards, NS

Remembering
Loved Ones
With caring thoughts to family and friends of:

Ruth Downing on the loss of her mother
Betty Paruch on the loss of her brother
Dianne Wadden on the loss of her mother
Marie Gallant on the loss of her father
Leah Lemmon of Kentville

Gloria Shields on the loss of her mother-in-law
Tess Firestone on the loss of her father
Gisele Bourque Richard, Fredericton
Joan Connors, Dartmouth
Sue McCafferty on the loss of her sister

Plum Tree Studio
Hooked rugs, Quilts, Knit items, many fiber art pieces
Hand dyed wool and yarn - Linen - Frames
Collectibles and so much more.
Class space Summer and Fall Classes and drop in days.

413 Buffalo Road
Wheatley River - Rustico PEI
902 963 2622
shelaghlindley@shaw.ca
Call for information or check Facebook
COME VISIT
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It’s Not Just About
the Cutter
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My First Rug School
by Jane Steele, River House Rug Hooking,
Petite Riviere

River House Rug Hooking Studio at Rug School
More than Relatives, Sisters-in-law
Cathy Oomen and Marina Costain
“Maybe the reason why Marina sticks with me is because
I share my Townsend cutter,” Cathy Oomen says jokingly
about her 50 year relationship with her sister-in-law
Marina Costain.
Cathy, a resident of Nova Scotia since 2002 and now
settled in Wolfville, is a retired school teacher originally
from Ontario. Marina is an accomplished painter who
moved to Wolfville from Montreal in 2003, when Cathy
introduced her to rug hooking. Both belong to the Woolly
Wanderers hooking group and actively participate in the
Annapolis Valley chapter of the Guild.
Cathy noted that they have similar tastes in most things,
including hooking styles, an example being the Celtic
letter projects they completed last year.
Cathy and Marina share a close friendship that goes well
beyond their family connection. No doubt it will continue
to flourish, but I can appreciate the value of that
Townsend cutter!
- Submitted by Donna McGrath, Kentville

Cathy Oomen's
Celtic Letter

Marina Costain's
Celtic Letter

Ever since receiving confirmation earlier in the year that
I would be the vendor at the 2016 Rug School, I have
been in a state of excitement. Everything else went by
the wayside as I poured all my energy into preparing –
designing, making bundles and colour packs, ordering
new products...then suddenly it was time to load up the
van and off I went to Mount St. Vincent University. The
location was excellent, as was my space in Rosaria Hall
– I was really happy with the way the shop was laid out.
It was a great week – I was busy, the feedback from the
classes was great, we ate very well and we had lots of
fun – especially at the Auction with Michele Micarelli
as the auctioneer (hilarious) and at the Texas Hoe Down
evening in the pub.
A huge thank you to Linda Alderdice and Linda
Macdonald, and everyone else involved with the
organisation of this event – it was superb. Thank you
also to Felicia Knock – I sell her beautiful dyed wool at
the River House, and she dyed a vast quantity, and
delivered it to the Mount, for the River House pop-up
shop.
Now it is all over for another year, but I would
recommend to anyone who hasn’t been – go! It is a
fantastic experience. Michele Micarelli has attended all
the rug schools and she says the Nova Scotia school is
the best! Yay!

8

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 37 (3) June 2016

Annapolis Valley Region

And we thought, “what a great way to get to know fellow
rug hookers and to recognize them for their work!”

In our rug hooking community, as everywhere else, we
happily welcome newcomers, but sadly, we have to
occasionally say good-bye to friends. We were very
saddened by the recent death of Leah Lemmon, who
had been ill for some time. Our condolences go out to
Leah’s hooking group, the Woolly Wanderers and to
Leah’s family. On a happier note, we are delighted that
Doris Eaton, who recently moved to Canning from the
South Shore, is a new addition to the Loft hooking group
and our monthly guild hook-ins in Centreville. And a
most welcome addition she is!

Therese MacDonald (left) helps Doris display her
Cactus Zinnias

Guest Joyce Rudderham visits The Spinners
Some activities are so enjoyable that they become annual
traditions. Such is the case with the Fibre Arts Festival
at Oak Island Resort, which several of our members
attended again this spring. Jean MacDonald returned
from that get-away with her friend, Joyce Rudderham
of Cape Breton, who paid a visit to the Spinners and the
Woolly Wanderers. Joyce, we enjoyed having you and
seeing your exquisite hooking. Hope you’ll visit again
next year!
One of the benefits of The Loop is that it introduces
new ideas to readers. In the last issue, we read about
New Brunswick West’s idea to ‘Highlight a Hooker’.

So many ideas, so little time.
Irene Moore with her colourful display
In February, we were pleased to feature Irene Moore of
Somerset. ‘So many ideas, so little time!’ This phrase
aptly describes Irene’s rug hooking experience. As she
said, “ideas just pop into my head and when they do I
have to go with them.” We were inspired by Irene’s
meticulous preparation and her ability to create her own
designs. We thoroughly enjoyed seeing the variety of
her works on display, which included a close-up of a
wolf’s face, pastel tesselations, and a gorgeous northern
landscape.
Then in March,
Margaret Tupper of
Nicholsville took
centre stage. Margaret
believes that whether
or not you enjoy rug
hooking ‘it is all about
attitude’. And her
attitude has got to be
positive. How else
could she have
completed over 100
pieces in nine years!
Margaret Tupper (right)
Margaret notes, “I get
with her floral mat
really excited about
admired by Shirley Carey
bright colours.” This excitement is apparent in her
colourful Newfoundland row houses, a Chinese tree,
geometrics, seascapes, lovely florals and her funky
chickens! Thank you, Irene and Margaret for your
participation. We were entertained and inspired! And
thanks to New Brunswick West for a great idea!
- Mary Ellen Carpenter,
Annapolis Valley RegionalDirector
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Cape Breton Region
By the time this issue of The Loop is in circulation, most
groups will be on hiatus for the summer months. At
time of writing in April, there are frantic preparations
underway for rug school, the Dory Show, annual local
hook-in and finishing of projects for donation to
community groups.
When contacted for news, most feel it is “same old, same
old”. A closer, yet broader view reveals quite the
opposite. The mere act of regular attendance indicates
a dedication to preserving our heritage art form. We, as
a geographically insular unit, have become extremely
resourceful. Information flows freely and efficiently
with very little use of “devices.” In essence...we help
each other out; a time honoured tradition in itself.
Members with expertise present mini workshops. We
trade wools and help new members build their stash.
Funds are raised for charity both home and abroad. A
recent mini workshop brought to mind a new slant on
the term “assisted dyeing” as members gathered around
bubbling pots of colour.

Hooked by Beverly Levine Hooked by Phyllis Stewart

Hooked by Kathy Harrington
I hope you all have a wonderful summer with a few
minutes to reflect on how truly fortunate we are to
have each other.
- Heather Brown,
Cape Breton Regional Director

Colchester
Friday Friends had a visit from our Celtic teacher, Gail
Lambert. We hung all our celtic pieces along the
wall...what a beautiful sight! A couple of our members
are attending the monochromatic course this week and
some others are preparing for rug school. We are also
working on a group project and getting plans in place
for our annual hook-in. Busy little bees we are.

Colchester Heritage Hookers
The Colchester Heritage Hookers have been busy this
winter completing the Maud Lewis “Winter Train” wall
hanging as a Hospital Auxiliary fundraiser. We have
donated a hooked item for about 8 years and usually
raise about $2,000 each year. A good way to give back
to the community.

Winter Train hooked by the
Colchester Heritage Hookers

Celtic Cross hooked by
Gail MacKinnon

Celtic Cross hooked by
Maggie Linseed

On April 13th, we had a little “Pop-Up” sale within the
group when hookers could sell off some of their excess
supplies to other members. Some also brought knitted,
quilted or baked items. It was a fun.
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During the month of April, we had a visit from local
journalist and artist Janice Guinan. We put on a rug
display for her and provided her with lots of info on the
history and current art of Rug Hooking. She interviewed
several hookers and took lots of photos. I think we really
impressed her with our talent. Janice’s articles were
published in the Truro Daily News and the Truro Weekly.
Her article is reprinted in this issue of the Loop.

Cindy MacIntosh teaches monochromatic in Truro
Several members participated in a one day
“Monochromatic Course” on April 21, taught by Cindy
MacIntosh. There was an opportunity to take a photo of
the hookers and Cindy, with their projects a week after
the class. It was interesting to see the various colours
they chose to do the Willow Tree design blue, aqua, coral,
light green-all very beautiful. They had a great time.

Janice Guinan’s visit
Tanya McNutt and Ursula Ryle-Gulliver have assumed
the responsibility for the Rug Show at the Nova Scotia
Provincial Exhibition. They hope to have a successful
show with a variety of pieces using the many talents of
the hookers of Nova Scotia.

One week later and see what they have done!
Our annual Hook-In was held on April 28 with over 100
hookers present, a great turn out of enthusiastic hookers
from Central Nova, Cumberland, Eastern Shore and
Pictou County. It was a very cold day with a few snow
flurries, so hot soup and sandwiches really hit the spot.
Linda MacDonald was our vendor and she was so busy
she had to lock the door in order to eat her lunch!!

Going forward, we are looking forward to the many
Hook-Ins which will be scheduled in the coming monthsno summer recess for us!
- Submitted by Tanya McNutt
The Economy Rug Hookers
It’s been a quiet winter with several of our group away
to warmer places! But those of us left behind have met
every Tuesday at the rec center in Economy. We have
been joined over the winter by a few other artisans
demonstrating interesting crafts. We learned to make
lovely little gift boxes from old calendar pages (great
for Christmas) and saw some beautiful embroidery on
monks cloth. One of our regulars quilts and knits. We
always enjoy catching up on what is going on along the
shore.
This week most of us are looking forward to the hookin in Truro on Thursday Apr. 28 and then three of our
group are off to Rug School on May 1. Always a fun
time and the rest of us look forward to seeing what they
learned! We are hoping to go to the show on the
Thursday evening.

Annual Hook-In

We are still in the planning stages for our tea/show which
will be in September this year. We will have the details

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 37 (3) June 2016

in the next Loop. We have also committed to a display
at the Fiber Arts Festival in Amherst this Fall. The
organizers want to have more rug hooking featured at
the festival and have invited groups to put on displays, I
believe on the Friday and Saturday.
On a sadder note, two of our members lost loved ones
this winter. Gloria Shields’ mother-in-law, Flo, passed
away just shortly after Gloria and Bruce lost their
beloved dog and companion, Bristol. And Tess
Firestone’s father, Abraham, recently passed away. Our
condolences to them and their families.
Colchester County
Great News! Two accomplished rug hookers have
volunteered to coordinate the rug hooking booth at the
Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition for 2016! A huge
Thank You to both Tanya McNutt and Ursula RyleGulliver for stepping forward. Now we all need to
support them… lots of entries and plenty of volunteer
“sitters”. The Ex is under new management and as
with every change in management there are changes in
the way things are done. Emails keeping everyone up
to date will still come from Tanya McNutt. Please read
them.

Dartmouth
Hello from Dartmouth where hooking matters!!! We
are continuing to have a fun year and welcoming new
members to share in our love of the fibre arts..
In January we welcomed Jane Steele from Riverhouse
Rug Hooking Studio, to teach a course on using
embellishment in your hooking. It was interesting to
see how jewellery, buttons, beads, lace, and various
treasures can enhance a rug or hanging.
In March we held a hooking retreat at the Owls Club on
Lake Banook. While the sun shone in the windows
creativity, fellowship and joy was abundant within the
building.
April brought our annual Hook-In which was well
attended by hookers from Halifax, Prospect and
Musquodoboit areas. A salad bar accompanied by
sandwiches and sweets were enjoyed by all. Prizes,
companionship, and laughter filled the day.

The position of Director for Colchester County is still
open. As I have stated before, my term is ending this
fall. Your Director is your link to your Guild. The
Director is responsible for communicating with ALL rug
hookers in the county, both guild members and non-guild
members. There are only 3 meetings a year, one is held
in Truro, one at rug school and the third is held at the
AGM in October. The Director also gathers information
from the various rug hookers in the county and submits
a report to 3 issues of your guild magazine a year. This
county has always had a Director. It would be a shame
to see it go without.
The Truro Daily News features an art column weekly
and the Truro Heritage Rug Hookers group has been the
topic of THREE of the most recent columns. Janice
Guinan, the author, tells me they are available on-line at
trurodaily.com I hope you read them. I read mine the
old-fashioned way, holding the newspaper and sipping
my tea at the kitchen table
Awesome ladies!
Members helping members at the Owls Club Hook-in
- Beverly Levine,
Colchester County Director

In April we lost a valuable member of our group. As
Dolly Pollard describes Joan Connors, “she had a smile
that radiated from the inside out, and she showed such
courage, strength and kindness to not only our members
but her fellow members from Wallace Remsheg
Hookers.” She will be dearly missed.
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Remembering Joan Connors, shown here
displaying a rug she created of herself and her sisters.
In May we are looking forward to having another night
out with our members. These evening are so enjoyable
as we can just mingle, getting to know each other better.
Wine and food are always a great starting point for a
good time.

Carol Harvey-Clark’s Group of Seven
Hooked in yarn by Carol Chaddock
and in wool strips by Cathy MacGray
Dartmouth Heritage Matters continues to grow and we
welcome all to come and share. It is a great group of
people where every member matters and is cherished.
- Charlene Carpentier, Dartmouth Director
& Susie Faulkner

Fundy Group
As usual, we had a gas, with Donna Gass as eight of our
members took a Wonder Scapes Course with Donna on
February 18, 2016. We will hopefully have enough
completed on our pieces to show you in the next Loop.
Our group planned a hook-in and lunch at the Firefly
Makery in Bridgetown on February 24/2016. There were
twenty-five of us who enjoyed ourselves and could see,
with the renovations, a place where you can now order
a coffee and lunch at the counter. It is such a nice
cheerful place to get together for a hook-in. They do
courses on painting and pottery as well, if you have not
been in for a visit, I suggest you drop in when in the
Bridgetown area.
Also visit Wools on the Corner, just across the way from
the Makery, Caroline does many different courses,
hooking with wool and felting and more. So nice to have
all this talent, in our local area.

Debbie Parsons hooked The MacInnis Girls as an
Easter Gift for her mother.

The Rug Display at the Mount during rug school was
magnificent. The talent, the talent, the talent! So pleased
to see familiar faces and everyone having such a great
time. Jane Steele had an amazing array of hookable
stuff and it was wonderful to see her and almost her
entire shop there.
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Sandra Sampson (left) chatting up a storm with
Libby Woolaver at the Firefly Makery
We had a Tea and Rug Display in Wilmot at the Hall on
April 23 which was well attended for a rainy Saturday.
Sandwiches and a variety of sweet squares were served
to the public, while enjoying a hot cup of coffee and tea.
The rugs on display were adored by all.
- Cindy Noble, Fundy Regional Director

Our friendly greeters Rosa Pothier and Sue Russell
at the Tea in Wilmot

New Brunswick West
Hook Ins and Get Togethers: The annual hook-ins of
the St. Andrews Quoddy Loopers in December, the Saint
John Carnegie Hookers on April 9th with a theme of
“Hook, Line and Sinker”, and the Fredericton Heritage
Guild’s High Water Hook In are as popular as ever. It is
great to see friends from all over the province meet
together to hook and chat. Sponsored by the Heritage
Guild, a number of hookers from NB West, the north of
the province, the Moncton Area and Nova Scotia spent
a wonderful 4 days at Villa Madonna in February. These
hook-ins are also popular as both Sande Gunning of
River Gallery and Edie Arseneault bring their shops to
the venue.

Rugs on display at the Tea in Wilmot

Pattie McKerral & Lynn Kinsella greeting guests at
the Carnegie Rug Hookers spring hook-in.
Rugs on display at the Tea in Wilmot
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Rug Hookers at Villa Madonna in February
Megan McCready draws for Mat Registry rug completed by
members of the Heritage Rug Hooking Guild, Fredericton.
Ellen Phillips, President of Heritage Guild looks on.

Mats worked on at Villa Madonna in February
Community Centered Endeavours: Each year the
Carnegie Hookers decorate a tree at the Saint John Arts
Centre with home-made ornaments which are sold for
the benefit of the Centre. This year over $1,700.00 was
raised.

Cathy Holmes (right), winner of the Mat Registry Rug
receives it from Mary Grant (left).
Courses: In November, Edie Arseneault conducted a 4
day Open Course in Fredericton and Jean McBride did
a Snowman course in Saint John.

Christmas ornaments made by members of the
Carnegie Rug Hookers, sold as a fundraiser for SJAC
The Quoddy Loopers are working on a mat which will
be donated to the SPCA for their fundraising, and the
Heritage Guild has finished a mat which was raffled on
April 30 with proceeds going to the NB Mat Registry.
The lucky winner was Cathy Holmes of Apahaqui and
the winning ticket was drawn by Megan McCready,
granddaughter of Sandra Palmer, the Heritage Guild
Membership Chair. Cathy was so excited about her win
that she arrived in Fredericton the next afternoon to pick
up her mat. The draw raised over $700 for the NB Mat
Registry.

Snowmen hooked by members of the Carnegie Rug Hookers
Elizabeth Bastin and Mary Grant combined to do a
Beginner Course in Fredericton in the fall, and Elizabeth
did a Stain Glass course in the winter; while Mary did a
one-day Introduction to Rug Hooking through
Fredericton’s EdVentures in February and taught another
introductory course in late May. Debbie Lessard is doing
a 5-day Story Telling Workshop in St. Andrews in July.
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Exhibits and Demonstrations: Some of the rug
hookers in Plaster Rock were invited to, and attended a
Fibre Festival in Bristol in early 2016. They
demonstrated hooking and were well received. Three
of the Fredericton Hookers were able to demonstrate
rug hooking at the Freder icton Public Library on
December 4, International Rug Hooking Day. With more
lead time next year, we hope that more rug hookers will
join us.
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Yarmouth
All three hooking groups in Yarmouth have spent the
winter hooking and now are ready for our spring and
summer activities. Hooking does not take a vacation!

From May 6 to July 1, the Carnegie Hookers will be
having an exhibit of original hooked mats at the St. John
Arts Centre. The title of the exhibition is “Places We
Have Been: Journeys in Rug Hooking” with all mats
being originals and depicting a “journey”. After the show
finishes in St. John, it will go on the road. Paula Weiss
of the Carnegie Hookers will have more information
about this is in the future. Quoddy Loopers are planning
a fall exhibit, although it may not be at Kingsbrae
Gardens as it has been in the past. The Heritage Guild
is gearing up for a show in 2017 to celebrate their 35 th
anniversary as a Guild.
Programs: All groups have wonderful programs going
on this year from punch hooking, working with plaids
or creating your own plaid, to challenge mats and a trip
to Legacy Lane in Sussex. This mill processes a variety
of fibres which come from the local area. The Carnegie
Hookers had a delightful program “Highlight a Hooker”
with Ann Irving delighting the members with a variety
of her own creations.
Ganong Chocolate Box Challenge: Many of the rug
hookers throughout NB West are busy working on their
Ganong Chocolate Box mats. These are due to be
finished early in 2017. The exhibit which will come
from these mats will be exceptional and very varied in
size and colour.

Annual Hook-in hosted by Ann Jones
I held my annual 3-day February hook-in to give us a
needed mid-winter break. It was pure joy. Talking and
hooking and hooking and talking and eating. This is a
very casual affair. The house was full hookers – a very
industrious group. Over the 3 days we had about 30
people with many attending all 3 days. We ended with
lunch together at the Shanty Cafe.

Rug School: A number of rug hookers from the region
attended Rug School at Mount St. Vincent in May. We
are very fortunate to be well represented among the
teaching staff of the school with both Edie Arseneault
and Doris Norman presenting classes.
New Director: Edie Arseneault has agreed to be the
next NB West Director starting in October 2016.
Obviously rug hooking is alive and well in NB West.
- Mary Grant, New Brunswick West Director

Birthday Gals from l to r, Mary Anne Mehaffey, Doris
Cox, Eileen Hatfield, Iris Richards & Vera Sollows
The Carpetbaggers held their annual Birthday Party. Our
most experienced hookers were our special guests. We
all enjoyed the cake and said Happy Birthday to all!
The Carpetbaggers also had a visitor on St. Patrick’s
Day (see The Gallery). A fun gang of hookers.
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Four Yarmouth hookers will have their mats in the Dory
Story Exhibition at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic.
May to October. Shirley Bradshaw, Eileen Coady, Frieda
Perry and me. We had fun hooking and writing our Dory
Stories. We look forward to the exhibit. It should be a
grand event and a credit to the RHGNS.

22 Collins Street, Yarmouth. We will be joined by other
fibre artists – knitters, weavers, spinners. We also have
an opportunity to share our work with visitors to the
museum. Last year we found that we learned from other
fibre artists and they learned from us. Knitters were
turned into hookers and hookers into knitters and we all
enjoyed working with different kinds of wool and
textures.
The Rugg Bees, with support from other Yarmouth
hookers will again host the Spring Fling, June 25 at the
Burridge Campus, NSCC. Our vendors this year are
Jane Steele’s River House Rug Hooking Studio,
Sprucetop Rug Hooking Studio with Carol Harvey-Clark
and the Rankins will bring Highland Heart Hookery. We
will also have a small rug exchange for those who want
to take part – bring-one-take-one. A registration form
was in the March Loop, or if you would like one please
e-mail me at annjones@eastlink.ca. It is always a great
event.

Shirley Bradshaw’s Dory, stained glass in a porthole

The Rugg Bees are planning a dyeing course for
beginners later in the spring. We have a lot of new
members who have expressed an interest in dyeing both
wool and yarn. They are also looking at hosting a course
in the fall.
Many spring, summer, and fall activities are already in
the works. Hookers have been invited to hook at the
Yarmouth Lighthouse at Cape Forchu in August and at
the Acadian Village in Pubnico in September. Plans are
also underway for a display and competition at the
Yarmouth County Exhibition in August. I am sure you
will see the winners take part in the provincial
competition in the fall. Yarmouth hookers will also take
part in the Yarmouth and Acadian Shores Craft Splash
in September. This event, in its 11th year, is a highlight
of our fall calendar.
Please join us if you’re in the Yarmouth area. Check
out the group information at the back of the magazine
for times and places we meet and bring your hooking.
We do love visitors.
- Ann Jones, Yarmouth Director

Ivan’s Tow, a story based on my husband’s
grandfather, by Eileen Coady
This summer the Yarmouth hookers will again take part
in Fibre Thursdays at the Yarmouth County Museum &
Archives. June to September, Thursdays, 11:00 to 3:00,
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Story Rugs and Their
Storytellers—the story behind the stories
by Paulette Hackman
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southshore of Nova Scotia. And, instantly charmed by
panels before me—a story told on each panel about her
family’s “journey” in travel and in spirit from New Jersey
to their adopted home on Bell’s Island—the topic of the
book came to me. Story rugs—how many were out
there? What stories did they tell? How were the stories
executed? Designed?
I didn’t need to look much further for more motivation
when I saw, in an annual handcraft show at Mariner Craft
in LaHave, Doris Eaton’s wonderful slice-of-life rug
“’Tis Happy Hour When Eddie Comes to Call.” Bearing
out the idea that creative hookers would come up with
many ways to tell their story, Doris used frames—as in
a film strip—as the design template for her personal
vignette.
Furthermore an ATHA newsletter of around that time
would feature the exuberant and unschooled work of
Marian Sykes of Chicago—several large and lively story
“tapestries.” Marian’s own story had the added umph
that she’d only started hooking at the age of 80. (To
date I believe the count is nearing 20 large story rugs,
perhaps more) It’s as if Marian is channeling her stories
directly into hook and mat; her energy seems to be
ceaseless.
The topic was now yelling to me: do it, do it, do it.

People usually ask me two questions about writing Story
Rugs and Their Storytellers. How did I come up with
my topic? How did I find the story rugs?
The first has a simple answer: The topic came to me.
Briefly here’s how it happened.
During my career in writing and reporting I was always
drawn to other peoples’ stories. The human interest
angle—and idea or assignment—was always my
favorite. In time it became my specialty. This extended
naturally to rug hooking when it came into my life. You
could say that it was human interest writ large for me.
All the talent, all the originality, all the techniques—all
had people and a story behind them. I was fortunate to
be able to channel my curiosity and admiration into
numerous articles for Rug Hooking Magazine, online
fiber art magazines, publications such as Piecework or
(regional) Upstate New York.
Then one summer, I came upon Nina Seamen’s
rugs on display at tiny LaHave Marine Museum off the

About the second question, How I collected my
material: I asked a few shop owners—Christine Little
of Encompassing Designs in Mahone Bay was one—to
please let it be known that I was working on this project
and inviting story rug hookers to contact me. I posted
notice of my project on a couple of great online
“community bulletin boards” such as Rug Hooking
Daily, moderated by Heidi Wulfrat and another The
Welcome Mat, moderated by Wanda Kerr in Ontario.
And at a decent pace, the rugs came to me. And then
news of the project spread and more came to me. How
great it was to open my email in the morning and see
what I’d find. One day it might be a few from North
America, another from Great Britain, yet others from
further away—Japan or Australia. So many were the
stories that intrigued, moved, amused and amazed me.
These hooked stories and the artists behind them
provided a warm connection to other passionate rug
hookers throughout the long period of working on my
project.
When you finish a project so long in the making you
have to wait a long time for publication. So when you
see it “born” it is wonderful but also curiously apart
from you. Not yours anymore, it seems. In this case,
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for me the end result is that Story Rugs and Their
Storytellers is “our book.” For how could it have not
turned out so beautifully if it weren’t for the rugs inside,
if it weren’t for the trust that hooking artists put in me,
and if it weren’t for all the stories reflecting lives lived.
My hope now is that the book will inspire others to
consider a story rug project. And I also hope the book
speaks for our art form to the broader art-loving public.
I hope that you too will show off our corner of
contemporary, narrative art. I have found that the
uninitiated are really amazed at what’s before them.
Please let me know your impressions of Story Rugs
and Their Storytellers on my Facebook page.

Paulette’s Book Signing Event at Rug School
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2016 Rug Show at Rug
School
Our Rug Show during Rug School this year had a total
of 95 entries. Thank you to each and every one who
brought in their hooked art to display during the week.
It was a spectacular show. The general public viewed
the show each day of the week. Thursday’s Open House
saw a tremendous amount of traffic as well. Visitors to
the show were asked to complete a ballot indicating their
1st, 2nd and 3rd choice.
Friday morning the ballots were counted.
Congratulations to everyone who submitted hooked art
for this show.
- Submitted by Linda Alderdice
Vice President, RHGNS

People’s Choice

#2. Winter Games - Jean T. Wentzell, Nova Scotia

#3: Group of Seven - Cathy MacGray, Nova Scotia

R iver H ouse
Rug Hooking and Fiber Art

36 Petite Riviere Road
Petite Riviere, NS B4V 5X6
gallery, gifts and gatherings

#1. Beach on a Greek Island - Helen Valentin,
New Brunswick

Jane Steele
riverhousejane@eastlink.ca
Phone: 902-693-3111
www.facebook.com/RiverHouseRugHookin
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More Fun From Rug
School

Anne Lockhart explains the dyeing process to students

Show & Tell time at Rug School

The Rug Hooking Guild of
Newfoundland and Labrador

Anne Lockhart’s class “Designing with Your Stash in Mind”

Location:
Killdevil Camp and Conference Centre, Lomond, NL in
beautiful Gros Morne National Park. From Trans Canada
Highway, take Exit 16, Route 430 North to Wiltondale.
Turn left onto Route 431, proceed 14 kms; turn right at
Lomond/Killdevil, continue for 3 kms to Killdevil Camp and
Conference Centre. Watch for Rug School signage.
(Killdevil is approximately 40 minutes drive from Deer Lake
Airport.)

August 18 - 21, 2016
For Details and / or Registration,
please contact :

Registrar – Molly White
mewhite6@hotmail.com
Phone: 1-709-453-2538
OR Mail to: Box 205, Bonne Bay, NL A0K 1P0

www.rhgnl.ca
Show & Tell time at Rug School

Rug Hooking Groups in Atlantic Canada
Last revised: March 2016
Note: As we travel around Atlantic Canada on vacation
or visiting family, this list of hooking groups will enable
us rug hookers to drop in on groups that are in session.
The list was prepared by Mora Ballantyne and will be
updated as necessary.
If there are changes please pass them to
Mora Ballantyne, mora@rossandmora.com.
Our thanks to Mora for compiling this list. – Ed.

NOVA SCOTIA
Annapolis Valley Groups
Apple Blossom Rug Hookers
Individual homes from Windsor to Berwick, NS
on Wednesday 9:30 –12 noon, Sept. to May.
Contact Donna Bentley 902 -542-7516.

Country Lane Studio
Ferguson Lane, Homeville NS; Wednesday 2 – 4,
Year Round, Contact Marie MacVicar 902 5397440.
Wild Wooly Women
Mira and Seniors Pensioners Club, Marion
Bridge Tuesdays 10am - 3pm Sept. - April.
Contact Diane Harris 902-562-5780.
Women’s Winter Workshop
Gabarus Fire Hall, Tuesdays 10am - 2:30pm
Sept. - May. Contact Marie Jaarsma
902-884-2544.

Colchester

Loft Rug Hookers
Meet all year long on Wednesday 10 am- 2 pm at
the Lloyd Memorial Center in Kingsport, NS.
Contact Golda Kelly 902 582-3079.

Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
Douglas Street School, Truro, NS;
Wednesday 9:30 am – 2 pm Sept.–June. Contact
Ursula Ryle-Gulliver Phone:
902-843-6857; wayne.urs@eastlink.ca

Rags to Riches
Meet all year long on Wednesdays 9 am - 12 noon
at Windermere Hall, Windermere, N.S. Contact
Jackie Frost 902 538-9588.

Friday Friends
Douglas St. School, Truro, NS; Friday 12:30 – 3
pm Sept. – June. Contact Beverley Levine 902893-2640.

River Street Hookers
Meet all year long on Fridays, 10 am –2 pm at
Lynn Denney's Studio in Kentville, NS. Contact
Lynn Denney 902 692-8118.

Economy Rug Hookers
Economy Recreation Centre, 3315 Highway #2.
Tuesdays 10 – 2 pm Year Round. For up to date
info and summer location contact Micheline
Beaton 902-647-2985

Spinners
Meet in New Minas at Sobey’s Community
Room from Sept. to May from 10 am–2 pm.
Contact Donna McGrath 902 -678-2279.
dmcgrathns@gmail.com
Woolly Wanderers
Meet all year round at the New Minas Atlantic
SuperStore Community Room; Thursdays, 9:30
am –1 ish. Contact Cathy Oomen
902 -542-0224.
The Valley Girls
Meet Tuesday afternoons year round at Kay
Lewis' home in Greenwich. Please phone for
address and directions 902-697-2850 or
kaylewis74@gmail.com

Cape Breton Groups
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters
Dobson Yacht Club (upstairs), Westmount Rd.
Sydney, NS; Tues 12 – 4 pm, Year Round.
Contact Mora Ballantyne, 902 -270-5931.
Down East Rug Hookers
CB Center for Craft & Design (downstairs), 322
Charlotte St. Sydney; Wednesday 10am – 3pm,
Sept. –May. Contact Maggie Miller
902 -564-0036.
Boularderie
Boularderie East, phone for directions; Monday
1– 4 pm, Sept.–June.
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119.
Old Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Big Bras d'Or Hall, 1390 Old Route 5, Big Bras
d'Or; Wed. 10:30am-4pm, Sept.–June. Contact
Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119.

Cumberland
Remsheg Rug Hookers
Wallace & Area Museum, Wallace, NS;
Thursdays, 10 am – 2 pm, Year Round. Contact
Sarah Ladd 902-257-3435.
Beach-Side Hookers
Ottawa House, Parrsboro, NS; Wednesday 10 am
– 2 pm July & August;
Contact: Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Friends Hook Nook
All Saints Parish Hall, Main St., Springhill, NS;
Wednesday 10 am–2 pm. Sept. – June; Contact:
Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Northport Loopers
Northport Community Centre, Northport, NS;
Monday 10 am – 2 pm, Year Round; Contact
Polly Verstraten 902-661-9534.
Town and Country Thrummers
Bridge Workshop, Station St., Amherst, NS;
Tuesday evenings 7-9pm, Sept.-June. Contact
Lynne O'Brien Lines 902-676-2233.

Dartmouth
Dartmouth Heritage Matters
South End Baptist Church, 60 Hastings Dr.
Dartmouth; Thursday 9 – 12 am , Sept. to June.
Contact Charlene Carpentier 902-435-7469
Eastern Shore Matters
Musquodoboit Library, 7900 Highway 7;
Tuesday, 12:30-4 pm, September to June.
Contact Sheila Livingston 902-845-2407

21

Fundy
Sobeys Crafters
Sobeys, Greenwood (moved from Superstore)
October - April every Thursday except the 1st
Thursday of the month
Contact: Cindy Noble: 902-825-6314 email:
cindynoble150@msn.com
Nicholsville Rugrats
Nicholsville Community Hall, Tuesdays 10 am
–12 noon, Sept. to June. Contact Valerie Despres
902-847-1001.
Bridgetown & Area
Anglican Church in Bridgetown, Thursdays 10
am –2 pm. Year-round. Contact Sandra
Sampson 902-665-2193.
Sea Gull Rug Hookers
Community Room, Digby Super Store,
Mondays 9 am –1 pm, Sept. to June. Contact
Joan Donnelly 902-245-2491.
Brickton
Brickton Community Hall, 2nd & 3rd
Wednesdays except August. Contact Sue
Russell 902-765-2880.
Fundy Group
Kingston Legion, First Wednesday every month
10 am–2 pm. Contact Cindy Noble
902- 825-6314
email: cindynoble150@msn.com
Habitation Hookers
Every Thursday 1– 4 in Summer at Lower
Granville Hall, Granville Rd., Port Royal. in
Winter, first Thursdays of the month at Moose
River Studio in Clementsport, the other
Thursdays at members' houses. Contact
Nancy@ecosmiths.ca or Carol Thorne
902-532-2257.
Clementsport Hookers & Friends
Monday 1-4, Moose River Hooking Studio,
Clementsport, Contact: Krystyna King
902-638-8433
Tuesday’s Hooking Group
Tuesday 10 am-2 pm, Moose River Hooking
Studio, Clementsport. Contact Nadine Wright
902-638-8813

Halifax
The Kingfisher Group
Bethany United Church Hall, 2669 Joseph
Howe Dr. (round the back); Mon. 9 am–1 pm,
Year round. Contact Faith Piccolo 902-4455739 fpiccolo@NS.sympatico.ca or
Roberta Palmer 902-832-6642
mal.robrta@NS.sympatico.ca
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
9849 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd, Hwy #3
Queensland / Hubbards NS. Thursdays 10:30 –
3:00. June – Sept $3.00 drop in fee
Contact Suzanne Conrod 902 275-5222
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org
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Seaside Matters
St. Timothy's Anglican Church Hall, 2320
Prospect Rd., Hatchet Lake, NS; Every 2nd Mon.
9:30 am – 1 pm Contact Susan Osbourne 902852-3900 or sosbourne@bellaliant.net
The Wooligans
955 Bedford Hwy., Wednesday, 9 am - 2 pm.,
Meets yare round Contact: Marilyn Gazeley
902-835-9471 or migaze@ns.sympatico.ca

Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough
The Hector Hookers
New Horizons Seniors Club, 14 Kempt
St.,Pictou; Monday 9:30 –1, Sept.–June. Contact:
Linda MacDonald 902-485-2775.

RGHNS Monthly Guild Meetings
Meeting at various locations in the area.
Last Thursday of each month at 10 am - 2 pm
except July, Aug. and Dec.
Bring your own lunch. Contact Heather Gordon
902-640-2369 or hagordon@eastlink.ca
or Mary Brown 902-677-2154
jebrown@eastlink.ca

Past Time Matters
Bridgedale Community Centre,
50 Vernon Avenue, Riverview, NB.
Wednesdays. 10 am. - 2 pm
Contact : Anita MacFarlene,
amacfarlene1113@Rogers.com or
Debbie Lessard 506-382-4842
journeyrugs@gmail.com

Shelburne
Upstairs at the Yacht Club. Tuesdays 10 –2 pm.
Bring your own lunch. Contact Pat Nickerson
902-575-2021 clydenickerson@eastlink.ca

Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent
Club d'Age d'Or, Main St., Richibucto, NB
Thursdays 1-3 bi-weekly Contact Marsha
506-523-0896 cleamac@xplornet.ca

River House Rug Hooking
36 Petite Riviere Rd., Petite Riviere. Open house
hooking Sunday 2-5 pm year round. July& Aug.
Monday 7-9 pm outside on the deck. Various
groups also meet at the River House. Contact
Jane Steele 902-693-3111.

Miramichi Rug Hookers
Seniors room in the Lions building, 234
Morrison Lane, Miramichi,Thursdays, 10 am 3 pm Contact Marg Bertrand, email
maggi632010@hotmail.com

Bluenose Rug Hookers
Atlantic Super Store, 394 Westville Rd., New
Glasgow. Thursdays, 9:30–1 Sept.-June. Contact
Peggy Kilfoil 902-755-1727.

Yarmouth

Bluenose Descendents Rug Hookers
Sobey’s West Side, New Glasgow, Wednesday
evenings, Sept. - June. Contact Debbie Russel,
email macair@eastlink.ca

Carpetbaggers
Beacon Church Parlour; Thursday;10 am –1 pm,
Year Round. Contact Shirley Bradshaw 902-7422468.

Quoddy Loopers
Catholic Church of St. Andrews Parish Centre
(basement) corner King & Parr Sts., St.
Andrews, NB; Wed. evenings 6:30 – 8:30 pm.
Year round. Contact Mary Jones
506-529-3790 (H) 506 529-9020(W)

Little Harbour Rug Hookers
Meet at each other's homes Monday mornings,
Sept.-June Contact Carol Cochrane
902-755-5376.

Rugg Bees
Meet at Yarmouth County Museum, Collins St.
Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm
October to May
Contact Elaine Howatt 902-742-1978

Carnegie Hookers
St. John Art Centre; Friday 9:30 am–12 noon,
Sept. to mid-June. Contact Lynn Kinsella
peterkin@nb.sympatico.ca

Summer Fibre Thursdays - All Welcome
at Yarmouth County Museum, Collins St.
Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
June to September
Contact the Museum 902-742-5539

Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
St. Peters Hall, 2365 Woodstock Rd.
Every 2nd Thursday, 9 - 2 p.m., May – Oct.
Contact Ellen Phillips
phillips.ellen.e@gmail.com

The Harbour Hookers
Acadien Museum; Thurs. 1– 4 pm, Year round.
Contact Dorothy Cameron 902-723-2660;
Bernice D'Entremont 902-762-3380.

Evening Matters
Cathedral Hall, Church St. at Brunswick,
Fredericton, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7-9 pm,
Sept. - May. Contact Gisele Bourque-Richards
506-458-8789

Melrose Loopy Ladies
Greenfield Oldsters Club, Hwys 7 & 348,
Mondays 1– 4 pm. Contact Joan Lewis
902-783-2990.
Arasaig Shoreline Friends
Meet at each other's homes, Mondays 1-3 pm.
Sept.-June. Contact Marsha Wong
902-863-2868.
Antigonish Highland Hookers
Atlantic Superstore, Market Street, Antigonish.
Wed. eves, 6-9pm, Sept.- June. Contact Marsha
Wong 902-863-2868

South Shore
Main Street Hookers
Encompassing Designs, Mahone Bay;
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 7– 9 pm. Contact
www.encompassingdesigns.com or
902-624-0370.
Spruce Top
255 Main St. Mahone Bay; Sunday, 12–4 pm.
Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke 902- 624-9312
Liverpool
Superstore Meeting Room, Liverpool, NS,
Tuesdays 10 am – 1:30 pm Sept. to Mid June
Contact Audrey Fralic 902 683-2711 or
alfralic2@yahoo.ca
Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport Group
Trinity United Church, Rose Bay, NS; Tuesday 1
– 4 pm, September – April
Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke 902-624-9312
email chclark@tallships.ca
Hebbville
Hebbville Fire Hall; Thursday,10 am– 2 pm
(Bring your own lunch.) Contact Jean Wentzell
902-354-3550.

NEWFOUNDLAND
The Rug Hooking Guild of Newfoundland &
Labrador (RHGNL)
hosts various hook-ins throughout the province
during the year. We welcome you to come and
join us. For more information visit our website at
www.rhgnl.ca

NEW BRUNSWICK EAST
Hookeuses de Grande-Digue Hookers
Notre Centre; Sept. to May. Tuesdays 9am
–11am. Contact Marielle Poirier
506-533-9578. marjean@sympatico.ca
Les Hookeuses de Bouctouche
We will be meeting at various locations so
visitors please call to know where to meet.
Everyone welcome.Wednesday 10 am–2 pm.
Contact Carmella LeBlanc 506-872-2275 or
Irma 506-525-2566.
Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers
Sussex Senior's Center (Jubilee Hall), 50 Perry
Street, Sussex, NB; Year Round 9:30 am – 12
noon, Contact Beverley Floyd
floydb@nbnet.nb.ca or
Erin McKenna mcrugs@hotmail.com

NEW BRUNSWICK WEST

PEI
Island Matters
Farm Centre, 420 University Ave.
Charlottetown; 2nd Sat. of each month Sept.June, 10 am. Contact Shelagh Lindley
902-963-2622.
Shady Ladies
West Royalty Community Centre, 1 Kirkdale
Rd. Charlottetown; Wed. 10 am–2 pm, Sept. June. Contact Anne Lockhart 902-629-0249
email annelockhart492@gmail.com
Lady Slipper Rug Hookers
Lefurgey Cultural Center, Prince St.
Summerside; Wednesday 9:30 Sept.– June.
Summer activities. Contact Carolyn MacKean
902-836-4238.
Monday Group
York United Church, 757 York Rd., Rte. 25,
Monday 10am – 3pm, Sept.– June. Contact:
Sharon MacLeod 902-629-1234.
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RHGNS Regional Directors 2015 – 2017
Nova Scotia

Dartmouth: Charlene Carpentier
236 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2V 1K1
Annapolis Valley: Mary Ellen
902 435-7469
Carpenter
1587 Grand Pre Road, R R 3 Wolfville, 1205cmc@gmail.com
NS B4P 2R3
Fundy: Cindy Noble
902 542-9463
14201,
RR 1
mcarpenter206@gmail.com
Wilmot, NS B0P 1W0
902 825-6314
Cape Breton: Heather Brown
cindynoble50@msn.com
185 Villa Drive
Little Bras d'Or, NS B1Y 2Y8
Halifax: Faith Piccolo
902 736-1850
6
Plymouth Street, Halifax, NS
hfblake@hotmail.com
B3M 2S2 902-445-5739
fpiccolo@ns.sympatico.ca
Colchester: Bev Levine
55 Laurie Street
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough:
Truro, NS B2N 4S8
Linda MacDonald
902 893-2640
Box 281
levine_beverly2003@yahoo.com
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902 485-9270
Cumberland: Donna Legere
linda@ragstorugs.com
99 Fenwick Road, Nappan, NS B0L
1C0 902-667-4276
South Shore:
donnalegere@eastlink.ca
Wendy Richardson 37 Oak Street,
Oakhill, NS B4V 0C5 902-543-7076
wrichard@staff.ednet.ns.ca

RHGNS Officers 2015 – 2017
President: Dwight Gallagher
19 Morris Street, PO Box 2184,
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0
902-597-8715
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca

Past President: Joyce LeMoine
131 Hastings Road, R R 3
Amherst, NS B4H 3Y1
902 661-4744
lemoinejoyce@yahoo.ca

Vice President: Linda Alderdice
66 Shelby Drive
Hammonds Plains, NS B3Z 1M6
902 443-3366
lalderdice7@gmail.com

Archivist: Cathy Lowe
21 Glen Lane
Middleton, NS B0S 1P0
902 363-2157
cathlowe@eastlink.ca

Secretary: Gail S. Feetham
52 Greendale Ct.
Timberlea, NS B3T 1J6
902 876-2894
gs.feetham@bellaliant.net

Public Relations: Ann Jones
PO Box 167, Lakeside Road,
Yarmouth, NS B5A 5Z8
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

Treasurer: Kathy Naylor
269 Fox Ranch Road, Amherst, NS
B4H 3Y3 902-667-0904
inaylor@ns.sympatico.ca

Web Liaison: Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PE C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com

Editor: Frieda Perry
184 Highway 1
Dayton, NS B5A 5A1
perryhome@eastlink.ca

Yarmouth: Ann Jones
P O Box 167, Lakeside Road
Hebron, NS B0W 1X0
902 742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

New Brunswick
New Brunswick East:
Debbie Lessard
45 Katherine Avenue, Apt. 5,
Moncton, NB E1C 7M8 506-382-4842
journeyrugs@gmail.com
New Brunswick West: Mary Grant
232 Colonial Heights
Fredericton, NB E3B 5M1
506 459-8525
mary.e.grant.rughooking@gmail.com

Prince Edward Island:
Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PEI C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com

Fairs & Exhibitions:
Carol Connick
503 Riverdale Road,
Bonshaw, PEI C0A 1C0 902 675-4435
cconnick@pei.sympatico.ca
Membership Secretary: Judy Sadler
331 Lacewood Drive, Apt. 416, Halifax,
NS B3S 1K6 902-457-1993
judyesadler@gmail.com
Teacher’s Branch President:
Anne Lockhart
34 Woodward Drive, Apt. 7,
Charlottetown, PE C1A 6A7
902-629-0249
annelockhart492@gmail.com
Heritage Rug Registry:
Linda MacDonald
Box 281,
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902 485-9270
linda@ragstorugs.com
Rug School Director:
Shelley Jones Penney
386 Victoria Road, R R 1, Aylesford,NS
B0P 1C0 902 847-0554
shelley.jones.penney@gmail.com
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Aussie Adventures

Free Pattern
My Sweet Coast
by Deanne Fitzpatrick

It’s a pleasure to share a few sentences about the highlight
of my trip to Sydney Australia. Sydney was beautiful
with many sights to see, like the Opera House, Taronga
Zoo and little towns, such as Manly Beach, Watson’s
Bay, The Rocks (Sydney’s oldest convict settlement).
The best part was yet to come when I was shuttled to
Bannisters in Mollymook (3 hr. drive from Sydney to
New South Wales). I was so pleased to meet with Miriam
Miller whom I had been conversing with for months on
the computer. She does up newsletters every month
about anyone who may have visited her studio to hook,
at her Narrawilly Farm in Milton, or add a new recipe at
tea and some drop off materials for more Proggy work.
They were established in 1994 and they call themselves
“The Narrawilly Proggy Ruggers.” I felt so honoured
to be in her Rug Studio and visit her home. I did some
proggy work, with the guidance of Miriam and Jacqui,
Miriam’s close friend. Miriam is 81 years young and
just recently has learned to spin raw wool with a spinning
wheel and she sent me home with a sample of her spun
wool and a wonderful book she wrote, called Proggy
and Hooky Rugs.
I only had two precious days with Miriam and Jacqui,
but they really made them count. We went to amazing
look-offs, for the greatest views ever, the Narawili and
Mollymook beaches were lovely and I had a blast
walking around a trailer park with kangaroo grazing all
around us. Then as planned for an evening supper, I
went to three different homes for a three course meal. I
was a complete stranger to these people and they
welcomed me into their homes. It was so interesting to
mingle with all of them and by the time I was at the
third home having dessert, we all felt like old friends
already. Once again, it is the art of rug hooking that
made this all possible.
- Submitted by Cindy Noble

Deanne is renowned worldwide for her stunning rugs
and patterns. Her work is in the permanent collections
of the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia and the Canadian
Museumof Civilization. She is the author of East Coast
Rug Hooking Designs, Hook Me a Story, Inspired RugHooking and Simply Modern. She is also this year's
Hooked Rug Museum of North America's honouree for
Canadian Rug Hooking Artist of the Year.
Deanne works from her studio in downtown Amherst,
Nova Scotia and she writes and teaches on her website,
www.hookingrugs.com

See inside back cover for pattern

Gallery
If you have a special or recent rug
to share, send along the photo.

Two Mats entitled Worms
designed & hooked by Leone Cox
Our Cottage, designed & hooked by Ruth Bishop

Beach Life, Jane Steele Design, hooked by Joyce
Rudderham, Edwardsville, Cape Breton

Folk Bird, Paula Gerrard Design, hooked by
Joan Albert, Port Williams

Chinese Tree, hooked by Lillian O’Connell of the
Yarmouth Carpetbaggers
Margaret Tupper,
has fun on St. Patrick’s Day
Nicholsville
Feathers,Flowers and Felines,
hooked by Cathy Ooman

c/o Judy Sadler
#416 - 331 Lacewood Drive
Halifax, NS B3S 1K6
Canada

Phone: 902-457-1993 or by Email: judyesadler@gmail.com

Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
Annual General Meeting
Friday, October 14th - Saturday, October 15th, 2016
Best Western Chocolate Lake, Halifax, NS

Check In: Friday, October 14th: 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Saturday, October 15th: 8:30am - 9:30am
Registration Fees:
Friday: Registration Fee: $10 (includes "Meet & Greet" reception, "Best in Maritimes" rug display, the coveted Rug
Hookers Vest auction, Kingfishers' rug display, door prizes.)
Friday and Saturday Registration Fee: $35 (includes Friday night events, AGM and Lunch on Saturday.)
Friday Afternoon: $10 - "Special" Felting Worksh op with Celia Charlton from 4:00pm - 5:00pm.
Friday Evening: $10 - Teacher's Branch Work shop....to be announced... from 7:00pm - 8:00pm.
Complete and return the Registration Form along with your cheque payable to Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia to:
Registrar, RHGNS AGM
Judy Sadler
331 Lacewood Drive, Apt. 416
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3S 1K6
email: judysadler@gmail.comDeadline: October 1st, 2016
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Best Western Chocolate Lake
20 St. Margaret's Bay Road
Halifax, NS B3N 1J4
Reservations: 1-844-377-7203 (toll free) or 902-477-5611 (local)
Email: res@chocolatelakehotel.com
Room rates confirmed at $119.00, one or two queen beds per room, single or double occupancy, free parking, hot buffet
breakfast included.

Registration Form
RHGNS Annual General Meeting
October 14th and 15th, 2016
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________
Postal Code:________________________________

Phone Number:___________________________

Email:___________________________________________
Please circle your selection/ selections:
A. Friday Night Events: $10
B. Friday and Saturday Events: $35
C. Friday Afternoon Workshop with Celia Charlton: $10
D. Teachers' Branch Workshop: TBA...$10

_Amount of Cheque:_________

