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RHGNS Mission Statement
To encourage participation in the art and craft of rug hooking.
To foster a sense of originality and beauty in colour and design.
To provide support for the exchange of ideas and information among the members of the RHGNS.
To sponsor and financially assist specific programs for the membership,
which are designed to promote excellence in the craft.
To promote public awareness through exhibitions and publicity.
To record and preserve the history of the craft.

This Issue’s Cover
Nativity Scene by Gloria LeBlanc, Yarmouth
Gloria says “I choose this pattern because I love
Christmas and always wanted a Nativity Scene.
This is my pride and joy. To me it is just to nice to only
have it out for the holiday’s so I hang it year round.”
Gloria has only been hooking for a couple of years, but
has already completed many, many mats. She’s and
active member of both Yarmouth groups, The Rugg Bees
and the Carpetbaggers.

Stay In The Loop

November thru December 2017
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild show “Loops Through
Time”, at Government House, Fredericton
November 18, 2017 thru January 6, 2018
The rug hookers of Yarmouth town and county have their
annual Rug Hooking Show at the at the Yarmouth County
Museum on Collins Street, Yarmouth. This show will
remain in the Museum gallery until January 6, 2018.
You’re invited to view this show Tuesday to Saturday 2
to 5 p.m. The museum will be closed over Christmas.

Keep up the great work Gloria.
Canada 150
Mat hooked
by Shirley
Carey,
Avonport
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President’s Message
Our Annual General Meeting at the Lutz Museum was a
wonderful event to celebrate another successful year as
a Guild and Canada’s 150 th. Thank you to Helen
Dunstan-Blackie and the members of your team, on behalf
of the RHGNS members. I recommend our members
“save the date” for next year’s event which is planned
for Rothesay, New Brunswick.
It’s time for the Planning Committee to continue with
the “to do” list prepared by our Past President, Dwight
Gallagher. We started this journey last year to improve
the most important aspect of our membership and that is
“communication”. In a very short while you will start to
see some of the changes that have been recommended
by our members. It is a very exciting time!
Several hooked rug shows are already booked for 2018
and more are in the planning phase. I encourage you to
enter your hooked art in these shows. Rug hooking is
very much alive in this area of our country and we know
that the general public truly enjoys seeing our work on
display at events.
I look forward to meeting many more of you over the
next several months. We each have our own story as to
why we are “hookers” and why we are members of this
fabulous organization. I’d like to hear yours!
On behalf of the RHGNS’s Directors and Regional
Directors, we wish you the very best of the season, a
healthy and happy holiday, and a chance to reflect,
recharge and reconnect with friends and family.
- Sincerely, Linda Alderdice, President

Tanya McNutt holds her “Blue Moose in the
Meadow” designed by Alan Sylliboy
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Remembering
Loved Ones
With caring thoughts to family and friends of:
Don Tabor on the loss of his partner
Doris Norman on the loss of her mother
Carol Innes, Pictou
Condolences to Pauline Bain and Heather Ahle on
the loss of Leif Ahle, Pauline’s father and
Heather’s father-in-law
Bonnie Loomer
Mary Campbell of Grahams’s Road, PEI
Have you ever thought that
you would like to be

Rug School Director?
We are seeking interested people who may be
considering the position of Rug School Director for
the 2020 Rug School. To find out more about the
Director’s position contact Dwight Gallagher at
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca or Linda MacDonald at
linda@ragstorugs.com
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The Loop Submission Deadline Dates
for 2017

Please Note -

To ensure prompt delivery of our magazine to its
readers, please have all articles, reports, ads, etc.
submitted BEFORE the following deadline dates.

When sending articles with photos, please do not send
photos embedded in the article. Please send the article
and the photos as separate attachments via email.
Digital photos should be high-resolution for the best
results.

• February 10, 2018 for the Spring issue
• May 10, 2018 for the Summer issue
• August 10, 2018 for the Fall issue

Send submissions to:
Frieda Perry, Editor
Email: perryhome@eastlink.ca

The Editor of The Loop Magazine retains exclusive control over the content and format. All information
submitted for publication will be subject to and will be included or excluded in the magazine on the sole
discretion of the Editor.

Placing an Ad in The Loop:

To place an ad in upcoming issues of The Loop, the
contact person is Claire Milton, Publicist. She will require
the information for the ad and the ad size. If your ad
requires logos or special graphics, it must be sent cameraready. If you have any questions regarding placing an
ad, contact Claire by email: clairemilton@eastlink.ca
or phone 902-523-1937.
Claire will issue an invoice once your request has been
made. PREPAYMENT is required before placing an ad
in The Loop. Cheques are to be made payable to the
RHGNS. These details are included in the invoice Claire
will send to you once you place your ad.

Message Regarding
Membership

Advertising Rates for The Loop 2017
Size Options

Dimensions

Full Page
1/2 Page
1/3 Page
1/4 Page
1/8 page (portrait)
1/8 page (horizontal)
Business Card

7 x 9.75 inches
7 x 4.75 inches
7 x 3.25 inches
3.25 x 4.75 inches
2.25 x 3.5 inches
3.5 x 2.25 inches
3.5 x 2 inches

Fee
$140
70
50
35
20
20
15

The Inspiration Behind
“Sculptured Fruit” by Mora Ballantyne

Starting October 1, 2017, any members renewing
or joining the Guild after a Loop magazine has been
issued, will receive the issued magazines in PDF
format only and the remaining issues for that
membership year as requested.
Currently Guild Members, new and those renewing,
are provided with paper copies of all 4 issues of
the Loop regardless of when they pay their
membership dues (unless they request electronic
copies only). In order to meet this requirement,
the number of members who will join the Guild or
renew their membership after December is
estimated and extra printed copies purchased.
Estimating the number of extra paper copies to be
printed is costing the Guild hundreds of dollars each
year. The change noted above will reduce costs
and continue to provide members with copies of
the Loop.

My sculptured fruit mat began in Mary Grant’s Waldboro
class at rug school in May 2015. Of course, everyone
laughed when I unveiled this ambitious plan, but my
philosophy at school is “always bite off more than you
can chew and you will learn lots”. The project took up a
lot of time and psychic space in my life but almost
twoyears later it was finished. The shading I learned in
Ruth Downing’s class a few years back. So I thank
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“Sculptured Fruit” Continued....
those two women for their teaching skills and patience.
My sister, Marie MacVicar, dyed all the swatches, we
lost count of how many, some more than once, and I’m
eternally thankful for all her work. And I am so grateful
for all the people who voted at the rug school show for
my piece as their first choice.

The Inspiration Behind

“Plane and Dog Team”
(1931 Newfoundland Stamp Mat) by Dianne Warren
The Rug Hooking
Guild of Newfoundland
and Labrador initiated
a hooked mat exhibit
that would travel
throughout
the
province in 2014-2015;
the subject of the
exhibit
was
“Newfoundland
Stamps”. This is an
interesting subject, as
Newfoundland was a
colony of Great Britain
until 1949 when it joined as the 10th province of Canada.
Approximately 300 different Newfoundland postage
stamps were issued between 1857 and 1949.
Designs for these very collectible stamps fell into a variety
of issues, examples being the Cabot issue, the Caribou issue
and the Pictorial issue. Airmail stamps were an issue, often
named for pilots, the plane or a destination.
The first of these was issued in 1919 and referred to as
the “Hawker”. The Newfoundland stamp that I chose
to hook, Plane and Dog Team, was designed by Albert
B. Perlin, and was issued in 1931. To meet a shortage
of regular 15¢ stamps, it was re-issued with an overprint “L. & S. Post” in 1933. The scene depicts a biplane
with skis flying over a man driving a sled drawn through
the snow by a dog team with fir trees in the background.
Since I was born and raised in Gander, the airport and
airplane traffic was really a large part of my early life; it
is natural for me to select any stamp from that group of
designs. This stamp is hooked with hand-dyed wool, #3
cut, on a linen backing, matching the design and colours
as near as possible to the original 1931, 15¢ brown stamp.
It is one of two stamps that I hooked, the first being a 5¢
pictorial airmail issue “Put to Flight”, a biplane depicted
driving a covey of eight partridge to wing.
The “Plane and Dog Team” stamp mat was partially
inspired by the Monochromatic with a Difference class
taught by Doris Norman in May 2015. It was my first
opportunity to learn formally how to manage values in a
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monochromatic piece, while also adding special touches
via other colours. Although hard to see, there are some
textures hooked into the dogs, giving them a more realistic
look. A few of the dogs are sculpted, and the harness,
too difficult to hook, was a bit of fishing line sewn in
place after all hooking was completed.
If you have an opportunity to see it, this mat was selected
for the 2017 issue of Celebration, published by Rug
Hooking Magazine.

The Inspiration Behind

“Winter 2015” by Linda Marchbank

The inspiration for this hanging came during the Prince
Edward Island winter of 2015.
It was the year PEI was plummeted by record snowfalls.
Clean up from one storm was not complete before
another blizzard struck. We shovelled! We shovelled
and we SHOVELLED!
Needless to say, nature had completely transformed the
landscape! We had to learn to recognize the rooftops of
familiar buildings, for in many cases that was all we could
see from the road. Despite our grumblings, when we
looked up, it was awesome! It was scary but it was
MAGICAL!
As a diversion and being a rug hooker, I attempted to
capture the glory of what we were experiencing through
creative stitches, subtle tones and varying lines and
textures.
Though not likely to be forgotten, this is my remembrance
and homage to winter 2015.
I am honoured that it was liked and was one of the
People’s Choice selections at Rug School 2017.

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 40 (1) Winter 2017

4

Life of Pi

Donna Hezlep was doing her own thing when she
registered for the class with Jon Ciemiewicz at Nova
Scotia Rug Hooking School, for the first time.
She says, “The whole experience with Jon was excellent.
He had all these students doing small 12 inch mats of
very realistic animals and I showed up with my 4 foot
tiger. Being in his class really did help me bring this animal
to life! During the week he would walk by and pat me
on the head and soon we had the whole class involved
On Thursday night’s open house, he sent Barb Wilson
into the classroom where I was hooking another piece,
to tell me that Jon had sold my tiger rug for $100, to a
woman who was interested in finishing it and did I have
any left over wool. Barb handed me a $100 bill and just
looked at me. She had the best poker face I had ever
seen. We went out to find the woman and sure enough,
my big tiger mat was gone from the class table.
Everyone said Jon had sold it and gave me congratulations.
In the meantime, Jon had stashed the rug in his car and
the game was afoot. We then tried to tell Barb that
someone had stolen the rug from Jon’s car and how did
she feel about that? Unfortunately, my poker face was
not as good as Barb’s and the jig was up. That was my
first experience at NSRHS and I look forward to always
being there! To have an excellent teacher/friend like Jon
and all the classmates made this virgin feel so welcome.”
- Submitted by Donna Hezlep, South Portland, Maine

SPRUCE TOP
RUG HOOKING STUDIO
255 Main Street
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia
Phone: 902-624-9312
Toll Free: 1-888-784-4665
www.sprucetoprughookingstudio.com

Canada 150: Celebration
of Fibre Participant

The Fibre Arts Network requested submissions from
Fibre Artists for the Canada 150: Celebration of Fibre
exhibition at the UNB Art Centre. The exhibition will be
held until December 15, 2017.
Two of my works are shown in this exhibition. On the
left is, Meduses en folie, (Crazy Jellyfish). My inspiration
for this piece were the jellyfish tanks on display at the
Quebec City Aquarium. This rug was hooked in 2017,
and created using only leftover materials from previous
works. The rug on the right, Fleur rouge (Red Flower)
was hooked in 2016. It is my very first large scale original
work. The red flower symbolizes determination
throughout life’s challenges. I used silk, wool, vintage
yarn, lace and tulle from a 1958 wedding dress.
I have been hooking since 2015, and this is my second
exhibition.
(Meduses en folie, is 80cm by 75.6cm. Fleur rouge, is
82cm by 66.7cm)
- Submitted by Lucy Quintal
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RHGNS
Cumberland
has this past year gone? I so enjoyed catching
Life Membership Award Where
up with the all the fibre artists over this last year and

have been so inspired to see what everyone is working
on. Hooking at Ottawa House, Parrsboro, Northport
Community Centre, the Bridge Workshop, with the
Amherst Town and Country Thrummers, the Remsheg
group in Wallace and yes, I even got a little hooking done
at the lake while camping.

New Life Member Iris Richards
At our Annual General Meeting on October 21, 2017,
the RHGNS was pleased to present the Life Membership
Award to long-time member, Iris Richards, Yarmouth, N.S.
Iris has been an educator and leader all her life. She has
been rug hooking for many years. Iris, Eileen Nickerson
and Grace Walker got together back in 1979 to rug hook.
Others joined them and in 1980 founded the
Carpetbaggers. Iris is also a member of the Rugg Bees
rug hooking group in Yarmouth.
Iris turned 96 years of age earlier this year. This lady is
one of many who is considered part of the foundation of
rug hooking in the Yarmouth and surrounding area. She
remains active despite her blindness which has forced
her to stop rug hooking. Blindness has not stopped her
from attending meetings, talking and encouraging rug
hooking to others. She doesn’t miss a trick! Those that
know her say she gives her opinion freely and is always
very interested in what is going on. She has not missed
a Yarmouth Rug Hookers Christmas Dinner event or
hook-in yet!

The summer hook-ins were very well attended. Starting
with the golf club in Parrsboro, the Remsheg hook-in in
Wallace, the Advocate hook-in at the fire hall and the
Northport hook-in at the community centre. Not to be
forgotten is the hook-in in Amherst during the Fibre Arts
Festival. In writing all this down I’m realizing that we
are very productive groups of hooker’s. Too soon we
will be hunkered down for the winter and dreaming of
Rug School. Applications are accepted as of January
1st, 2018.
What will your inspiration be this year, the extraordinary
and individual teaching you will receive, the colours and
clues and techniques of how to put all this together, the
friends that you make for life, the laughs, singing, dancing
like no one is watching and my personal favourite, a week
away from dishes and cooking; all for a very reasonable
price.
Don’t let any one tell you differently. but you will eat too
much and stay up too late, but you can never have too
much fun, never buy too much wool or backing and never
learn too much.
I am so looking forward to seeing you all and reconnecting
again, or maybe even for the first time. Here’s to making
memories, friends, and beautiful mats.
- Submitted by Donna Legere, Director

Congratulations, Iris!

R iver H ouse
Rug Hooking and Fibre Art
36 Petite Riviere Road
Petite Riviere, NS B4V 5X6

Gallery • Gifts • Gatherings
Jane Steele
riverhousejane@eastlink.ca

Phone: 902-693-3111

www.facebook.com/RiverHouseRugHooking
President Dwight Gallagher presents the
Life Member Award to Iris Richards
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Fundy Region
My first year as director of the Fundy region is over and
it has been a great year. I would like to thank the
members of the region for their help and support.

about great ideas and talent, really inspiring! We were
invited by the South Shore Hookers to a hook-in and
luncheon. Despite the rain we had a wonderful day
visiting these great ladies and seeing their beautiful work,
not to mention the lovely lunch they supplied.

In June, members enjoyed a rose shading course taught
by Barb Leduc.
In July we had a hook-in at Cindy Noble’s summer place
in Cottage Cove. Cindy could not have ordered up a
nicer day for hooking outside.

Best in Show Leslie Magwood’s Halifax Explosion
This beautiful Autumn weather makes it hard to think
about Christmas but I would like to wish everyone a
very happy Holiday Season and I look forward to visiting
more rug hookers from the Fundy region in 2018.
Hook-in at Cindy Noble’s summer cottage.
August found many of our group members demonstrating
rug hooking at the Annapolis Valley Exhibition in
Lawrencetown. The Fundy group is responsible for this
section of the Exhibition. This year we had an excellent
display with 83 hooked items entered. Many of these
pieces were entered by new hookers in our area. Best
Traditional Mat was won by Bette Young, Best Other
Hooked Item by Toni Gallagher and Best In Show was
awarded to Leslie Magwood.

- Submitted by Yvonne Graves,Director

The Rug Hooking Guild of
Newfoundland and Labrador

Rug School 2018
Central Newfoundland
Camp Emmanuel Convention Centre
Lewisporte, NL
(just 45 minute drive west of Gander)

August 16-20, 2018
Visit www.rhgnl.ca regularly
for updates or
Rug display at the Annapolis Valley Exhibition.
September was a very busy month, Donna Gass gave
two mini proddy courses which were enjoyed by everyone
who participated. Many of our members worked at and
attended the Nicholsville Rug Rats Fall Fling. What a
great day with 100 hookers together in one room. Talk

Contact Registrar - Helen Bouzane
at helenb472@gmail.com
or
Winnie Glavine at 709-699-1502
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NS Fibre Arts Festival
This year the Nova Scotia Fibre Arts Festival hosted a 2
day Rug Show at the Community Credit Union Business
Innovation Centre’s Conference Room on Ratchford
Street in Amherst, Nova Scotia. The show, on October
13th and 14th , displayed 208 hooked items, with work
ranging from palm sized pieces to a couple of 8 foot long
rugs, and everything in between. This was a Regional
Show with work coming from as far West as St John,
NB, then East to the whole of Cumberland and Colchester
Counties, NS. We showcased hooked work from rug
groups and individual artists (many of whom had never
exhibited before).

Many visitors attended the 2 day show.
We had guests from Boston, Maine, Alaska, and New
York State in the US , a lady from Germany, and folks
from Vancouver Island, Toronto, PEI, many communities
in NB and NS at our show. We had a constant flow of
compliments on the quality of the show, the great idea of
having all the rug hooking in one spot and the great venue
at the Innovation Centre.
I want to take this opportunity to thank, so much, all the
wonderful folks who helped set-up and dismantle the
show and those who offered their work to be seen by
the public and who helped man the doors and speak to
everyone about the beautiful pieces we had on display.
It certainly could not have happened without your help.
- Submitted by Polly Verstraten

Hooked pieces on display at the Fibre Arts Festival

Basque Fairy Tale Pattern Available 82”x20”

michelemicarelli.com
62 Elmwood Rd. New Haven, CT 06511
203-387-8690 amicarelli@snet.net

The beauty and diversity of the display was appreciated.
Volunteers from rug hooking groups in Truro, Economy,
Springhill, Northport and Amherst came together to set
up the display. There were pieces from beginner hookers
right up to pieces by teachers. The volunteers all enjoyed
greeting more than 450 guests and making them welcome
while touring the exhibit. We received some wonderful
comments on the size and range of the display, as well
as how beautiful the pieces were. It was unanimous
that the venue was perfect for the show and we hope to
be back here next Fall. (Hint: We’ll be looking for lots
more groups and individuals to join us.)
Several gals hooked during the show and answered lots
of questions about the art and craft of hooking. Hopefully
we’ll have a few new hookers joining our ranks this Fall.

Linen Backings
RugRug
Hooking
Linen
BackingsFor
For
Hooking
UNBLEACHED HAIRLESS LINEN — 60” & 55” wide
60”
55”
Per Yard
$27.00
$25.00
Teachers’ Price
$22.00
$20.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14 yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
$18.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
$16.00
50 yard minimum
IVORY HAIRLESS LINEN — 56" Wide
Per Yard
$28.00
Teachers’ Price
$23.00
5 yard minimum
(5-14yd)
Bolt Price
$20.00
15 yard minimum
(15-49 yd)
Bulk Price
$18.00
50 yard minimum

Prices do not include shipping
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Hot Off the Press

One of our own, Gail Lambert, has just had her book,
Hooked on Celtic Rugs published! Presented by Rug
Hooking Magazine and published by Ampry Publishing,
the book is now available. Now that the book is “out
there”, Gail is busy with book signing events. She was
recently in Truro and took time to answer some questions
about her book and the process of actually writing it.

on which part she was working on. She did hone her
computer skills during the process, however losing the
entire manuscript, and having to call in her son (luckily a
computer geek) to rescue it, has taught her that she still
has a ways to go. She also learned that procrastination
has to be faced and stared down.
Waiting for the actual book to arrive was a lesson in
patience. The day she drove into her yard and saw the
box on the deck however, her first thought was, “I’m
glad it’s not raining!”. When she opened the carton and
saw the book with her name as the author, it was, in a
word, surreal. The fact that she has authored a book
which has been published catches her unawares. She is
humbled that people are not only purchasing her book
but wanting her to sign it.
Dates for book signing events and classes booked for
both Canada and the US in 2018 are keeping Gail busy.
She is enjoying every minute of it! Congratulations Gail!
Job well done!

Seated, Gail Lambert,
Back l to r, Wendy Robichaud, Linda MacDonald,
Dawn Coveyduck, Sarah MacDonald
In the summer of 2012, Gail and her husband were
planning a train trip across Canada. The idea of hooking
in all the provinces of Canada was an idea which
appealed to her and she thought could appeal to other
rug hookers as well. She submitted regular updates which
Rug Hooking Magazine posted on their Guest Blog.
(They are still available on the RHM site). In 2015
Gail and David Rankine wrote an article called Celtic
Designs, published in Rug Hooking Magazine, Sept/Oct
issue. It was during her conversations with Deborah
Smith, editor of RHM, that the idea of writing a book
about Celtic hooking was born. Gail and David Rankine,
who has produced all the patterns featured in this book
including the ones which are free for each book purchaser
(up to 10 copies each), put their heads together and
decided to take up the challenge.
It took a year from start to finish, but the final product
was worth every bit of it. For Gail, the most enjoyable
part was getting to know her students, as she travelled
around teaching her Celtic course. Watching their pieces
develop and hearing what the patterns meant to them,
Gail wanted to include every single piece. The least
enjoyable part was the pressure she put on herself to
take not just good photos of everyone’s work but excellent
ones. Then the reality of the editor’s pencil took over
and although Gail had complete control over the text,
she did not have final say when it came to photo choice.
That was a hard one.
Gail did not have a solid schedule for working on the
book. Some days were longer than others, it depended

Gail, I love the celtic
recipes you have included
in the book. They add
flavour to the taste of
Celtic you have given us
with this book. Thank you.

- Submitted by Beverly Levine
Many who attended the AGM Weekend event have
asked for this recipe... it is delicious!

Pumpkin Cheese Ball
1 regular package of cream cheese
1 1/2 cups grated sharp cheddar
1/4 cup sharp dill pickle
1/4 cup green onion or onion flakes
2 tbsp. mayonnaise
1 tsp. worcestershire sauce
Mix together until smooth.
Roll in chopped nuts mixed with parsley
or, for Halloween
Use crushed Nachos (cheese flavour), with pepper
stem for top.
Enjoy!
- Submitted by Sharon Harrison
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Annapolis Valley
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hooked labours of love.

Giving and receiving are terms that we hear at this time
of year, often in reference to the commercial notion of
buying gifts and spending money. I’ve come to realize
that in the world of rug hooking, the terms giving and
receiving have far deeper meanings.
It’s a known fact that rug hookers are givers. At the
AGM in October, I recognized that I was in a room with
individuals who invest in the art form of rug hooking as
well as promoting the guild by volunteering their time for
committee work, travelling, teleconferencing, writing and
organizing displays. We share materials, ideas and
techniques with each other, but the articles in The Loop
are testimony that the giving extends beyond ourselves
and into our communities. Year after year, individual
groups have produced beautiful hooked pieces with the
sole purpose of supporting the people and places where
they live. Monies from raffles and donations have
contributed to sustaining services for fire departments,
food banks, head start projects, hospices, local hospitals,
mental health outreach programs, museums, music
festivals, palliative care units, seniors’ centres,
scholarships and town halls.

Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport were guests of the
Annapolis Valley group, a community of rug hookers
who also give back to each of their communities.
For the past 10 years, members of the Annapolis Valley
rug hookers have voluntarily contributed several thousand
dollars to The Carey Me Fund. The fund, administered
through the Valley Regional Hospital Foundation in
Kentville, NS and supported by volunteers, provides a
choice for people who wish to spend their final days at
home in familiar surroundings with loved ones. By
providing palliative medications, respite care and the rental
of necessary in-home equipment, many Annapolis Valley
patients and their families receive a vital service.
Families from all cultures are central to the concepts of
giving and receiving. Whether for a birthday, graduation,
special event or wedding, a hand-hooked gift is unique
with its own story. Our children, grandchildren, siblings
and families near and far often are recipients of our

Sharon McGrath of Edmonton (at left) happily
receives a mat hooked by her sister Donna McGrath
of Kentville. The design, adapted with permission
from Johnathan Harris, is a reminder for Sharon and
her husband of their winters spent in Arizona.
In the spirit of giving and receiving, the Annapolis Valley
group had an extraordinary morning with Gerald Gloade
in October. Gerald is a talented Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq
artist, storyteller, educator and the winning graphic
designer of the nickel, celebrating Canada’s 150 th. He
had us mesmerized with his computerized presentation,
articulate explanations, witty comments and generous
answers to our many questions. The standing ovation
group of more than 40 rug hookers recognized that this
gifted and knowledgeable man not only willingly shares
his culture and history, but also lives it every day.
Mi’kmaq artist and
recent guest speaker
Gerald Gloade poses
with Shirley Carey of
Avonport, her
daughter Cora Mae
Morse and Shirley’s
hooked mat of
Gerald’s Canada
150th Nickel design.
As he says, he’s passing on what he does not want to
see get missed or lost. In the spirit of giving, Gerald has
let the rug hooking community know that any of his
artwork may be copied once for a personal rug hooking
project. Shirley Carey, the most vibrant member of the
Apple Blossoms, took Gerald at his word. Collaborating
with Gerald for the colour planning and the drawing,
Shirley is hooking Canada’s 150th Nickel. Both Shirley
and Gerald embody the concepts of giving and receiving.
- Submitted by Ann Marie Harley, Director
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Best in the Martimes!

There were 11 hooked rugs and 11 other hooked articles
eligible to enter our annual “Best in the Maritimes”
competition during our Annual General Meeting weekend
this year. All articles were 1st place winners from fairs
and exhibitions across the Maritimes. Each hooked article
was a true masterpiece.

New Brunswick West

Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers, Plaster Rock
The “Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers” continue to meet
at the Library every other Tuesday from 1:30 to 4 pm
and have welcomed three new members to the group
this fall.

Congratulations to everyone. We are pleased to announce
this year’s winners of “Best in the Maritimes”:
Traditional Hooked Mat Category:

Champion:
Betty Young

Reserve
Champion:
Patsy Gorveatte

Other Hooked Article Category:

Champion:
Toni Gallagher

Reserve
Champion:
Lynne O’Brien Lines

Thank you to the judges who participated in the judging
of this event this year.
- Submitted by the Fairs and Exhibition Committee

Left to right back row: Lee Hiscock, Connie
Haddad, Lil Gruntz; Left to right front row:
Judy Barr, Nancy Reed, Gladys Connely
We are pleased to say that we now have a group
membership with the HRHG in Fredericton and are
looking forward to attending some of their meetings and
getting involved in more of their activities. We are hoping
to do a group project in the near future, a winter scene
that was donated to us. It will be used as a fundraiser
for future workshops. We are planning a workshop for
spring. Mary Grant from the HRHG will be coming to
do a six-hour session on stained glass/shading. Our
members are making great strides in their craft and are
keen to try new techniques.
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild, Fredericton, NB
The Heritage Rug Hooking Guild have had a busy year,
as this was the 35th anniversary of our Guild. It will be
culminated by a rug show at Government House during
November & December. “Loops Through Time” is a
celebration of Canada 150 & the 35th anniversary of our
Guild. Thirty nine of our members participated in our
35th anniversary challenge. Each person hooked a small
mat that depicted what Canada means to them. They
will be on display at our rug show & there will be a
future article in Rug Hooking Magazine about this
challenge.
We had a very sucessful bus trip to Nova Scotia in
September. The trip was organized by Sandra Palmer
& Lynn Kinsella. We owe both ladies a tremendous
THANK YOU, as they did an unbelievable job in having
every event planned for us. Some of the highlights of
the tour were, visiting many rug hooking shops, Peggy’s
Cove, The Hooked Rug Museum of North America,
Petite Riviere Winery, the Fisherman’s Museum and a
sheep farm. We stayed at the Atlantica Oak Island
Resort for the duration of the tour.
In other news, our president, Mary Grant was elected
treasurer of the Teacher’s Branch of the RHGNS, at
the recent AGM, held in Moncton.
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Suzanne Conrod of the Hooked Rug Museum of
North America greets the bus tour group.
Quoddy Loopers, St. Andrews, NB
On November 4th, the Quoddy Loopers held our 10th
Annual Hurricane hook-in. It was a great success with
over 80 people in attendance. We saw many old friends
and we made some new ones. Sande Gunning was in
attendance bringing with her, a wonderful selection of
rug hooking supplies. There were door prizes and we
sold tickets on 14 beautiful baskets. The Minister’s Island
mat was on display and although it’s not quite finished,
it’s turning out to be a beautiful mat. Tickets are now on
sale and it will be drawn for in 2018.

Quoddy Loopers Hook-in
Five Quoddy Loopers were among the members of the
bus tour to Nova Scotia from Sept. 26 to 29. A good
time was had by all and I’m sure that Nova Scotia was
dipping a little further into the Atlantic Ocean on our
departure with all the purchases made. It was a great
trip and thanks to Sandra, Lynn, and all the others involved
in making this trip happen. Rumour has it that it’s PEI
for September 2018, so start saving! On November 24th
members of the Quoddy Loopers will be attending the
Sussex hook-in. We always look forward to attending
every year, as we always have a great time. November
is also the time of year when the Quoddy Loopers take
part in decorating a room at the Ross Museum. This is a
yearly tradition in St. Andrews. The Museum sees over
2,000 people during this season, visiting the decorated
rooms, listening to the choirs, sipping cider and eating
cookies and cakes.
Carnegie Rug Hookers, Saint John, NB
Through the many Facebook sites devoted to rug hooking,
our world has become much smaller. It’s become so
easy to make contact with fellow rug hookers from all
over the world.
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The Carnegie Rug Hookers were on the receiving end
of several visitors, this fall. On our first day back in
September, we were joined by Marianne Jones, from
California. She was on her way back home after a solo
summer road trip through the US and Eastern Canada,
visiting many rug hooking shops along the way. The
following week, Gail Dufresne and her cruise ship group
of rug hookers were invited to join us for lunch and some
retail therapy, courtesy of Edie Arsenault of EC Wools.
There were a total of 29 in the group who were taking a
class with Gail while the ship was at sea.

Carnegie Rug Hookers, Paula Weiss, Tzigane
Cadell & Alan Tibbetts welcome Gail Dufresne and
her rug hooking class to Saint John. Their class
was taking place aboard a cruise ship.
Thanks to the Saint John Arts Centre, we had a great
visit with a group of ladies that we would never have
had the chance to meet. Our third visitor was Rachel
Vaughn, from Ontario. She grew up in Saint John and
still has family here. Now that she knows where and
when we hook, we expect her to drop in and join us
whenever she’s in town. It has been a busy fall for many of
our members. Seven of our members joined the HRHG
bus trip to Nova Scotia. Lots of laughs and plenty of shopping.
Jean McBrine taught a class on hooking corn and pumpkins
which was well attended. A few members took classes at
the Nova Scotia Fibre Arts Festival.

Hooking corn and pumpkins class
Many from our group enjoyed the hospitality of our fellow
hookers in Moncton and St. Andrews at their fall hookins. To ease us into winter, we will enjoy the Sussex
hook-in at the end of November. Our annual fundraiser
for the Saint John Arts Centre “Undecorate our Tree” is
coming up quickly. Members are busy hooking, felting,
carving and scanning Pinterest for ideas for creating
homemade Christmas ornaments to sell to the public.
- Submitted by Edie Arsenault, Director
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Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School

May 6 – 11, 2018

Your rug school committee is pleased to announce the classes offered for the 2018 Rug School to be held
at Mount St. Vincent University, Halifax, Nova Scotia. Ten courses plus On Your Own are offered.
Please read all of the information before completing the application form and consider your alternative
choices carefully. Should none of your choices be available, you will be contacted by the Registrar to see
if you might consider joining a class not yet filled. You will receive a letter of confirmation plus all other
school information in late February.
Courses offered for 2018:
PERSONAL TOTEMS, Cherylyn Brubaker, Me; TESSELLATION: NEW GEOMETRICS FROM OLD, Beth
Calabrese, NS; DESIGN FOR RUG HOOKING, Joanna Close,NS; PORTRAITS, Ruth Downing,NS; CREATIVE
STITCHES & 3D PRODDY, Donna Gass, NS; MODERN LANDSCAPES, Tanya Graham, BC; DYE CLASS,
Carol Harvey-Clark, NS; WINTER WHITES, Linda Marchbank, PE; IS IT JACOBEAN OR CREWEL, Doris
Norman, NB; FANTASY FOLK ART, Susie Stephenson, Me; ON YOUR OWN, No instructor.
Photograph, course description and teacher biography available on RHGNS website – www.rhgns.com
School Fees:

Tuition:

All classes except On Your Own
On Your Own
Room and Board

$285.00
$185.00
$350.00

Fees are to be paid in Canadian Funds ONLY. Payment may be made by cheque or money order. You must
submit your tuition and a post-dated cheque for room and board with your application. Post-dated cheques are to be
dated no later than March 1, 2018. Money orders should be for the full amount owing. Fees are payable to “Nova
Scotia Rug Hooking School”. Mail to the Registrar no earlier than January 1, 2018.
Registrar: Helen Serrao, 650 Ketch Harbour Road, Portuguese Cove, NS, B3V 1K1
Phone: 902-868-2954
Email: helen650khr@gmail.com
Refund Policy:
If you cannot be placed in a class, you will receive a full refund.
If you withdraw before March 1, 2018, funds paid will be refunded less a $50.00 cancellation fee.
There will be no tuition refund after March 1, 2018, unless your space can be filled and it is approved by the
instructor. A $50.00 cancellation fee will apply.
There will be no room and board refunds after April 1, 2018 unless your space can be filled or cancelled without
penalty to the NSRHS. A $50.00 cancellation fee will apply.
Director: Linda MacDonald, 902-485-9270, Email: linda@ragstorugs.com
Accommodation:
Westwood Residence. Apartment style with four bedrooms and two bathrooms in each. Once all apartments are
full, single rooms with shared bath (not in room) will be assigned. Westwood Residence has an elevator for your
convenience.
Classes will be held in Rosaria, McCain and Evaristus buildings. The vendor, rug display, silent and/or live auction,
evening activities (except Wednesday) and assemblies will be held in the Multi-purpose room in Rosaria. The dining
hall is also located in Rosaria as is Vinnie’s Pub where the Wednesday evening get together is held. The theme for
2018 is “Get Creative Wearing Black and White”.
In addition to the five day classes listed, we will be offering four one day workshops. One-day workshop
photo, description and registration form will be posted separately. Students taking five day classes with
instructors will not be eligible to take one day workshops. For more information go to website rhgns.com
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THE RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA SCOTIA PRESENTS
Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School
May 6-11, 2018
Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, NS
Applications are invited from 2017-2018 members of RHGNS. – http//rhgns.com/membership/
The Registrar will accept applications by Canada Post only; no earlier than January 1, 2018
Name: _____________________________________________ Home Phone: _____________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City/Town: ______________________________ Province/State: ________ Postal/Zip Code: ___________
Email: _____________________________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________
Emergency Contact: ___________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
_______ I AGREE to have my confirmation and registration packages sent by EMAIL.
(Confirmation package sent in February, Registration package sent in April.)
_______ I wish to have my confirmation package sent by Canada Post.
Please indicate your first, second and third class choices.
1.__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fees Enclosed: Payment in Canadian funds ONLY must accompany this registration, payable to: “Nova
Scotia Rug Hooking School”
1) Tuition: ________$285.00 (Non-refundable after March 1, 2018) _______$185.00 On Your Own
2) Accommodations & Meals: ________$350.00 Dated: March 1, 2018 (Non-refundable after April 1, 2018)
Total enclosed $__________
Please complete the following:
Please check if this is your first time at rug school: ___ Yes ___ No
List dietary restrictions, allergies or other needs (if any): __________________________________________
For those staying on campus — Do you have a preference who you share an apartment with? __ No __ Yes If
possible, please place me in the same apartment with: _______________________
NSRH School reserves the right to cancel a class.
Mail application with payment to: Helen Serrao, Registrar, 650 Ketch Harbour Road, Portuguese
Cove, NS, B3V 1K1
There are no tuition refunds after March 1, 2018; no balance-owing refunds after April 1, 2018. See
refund policy on information sheet. This application must be signed.

Signature______________________________________________________Date__________________
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ONE-DAY
WORKSHOPS

NOVA SCOTIA RUG HOOKING SCHOOL, MAY 2018
One-Day Workshop Application is on the inside front
of the dust cover.
NEEDLE FELTING, MONDAY MAY 7, 2018
Time to learn something new?
There are many different ways and many different
materials to make rugs and wall hangings etc. Punching
has been around for many years. Depending on the size
of your punch needle you can use thick and thin wool
yarn, pearl cotton, embroidery floss, sparkly yarns, or
art yarns. You can create textures with different sizes of
loops or shearing the loops. In this workshop you will
start with a simple pattern (yours) and build a good
foundation so you can experiment with some or all of the
above materials. The emphasis will be on learning the
technique of using a punch needle. As they say “the sky
is the limit”. So come and try something new to you,
you never know where it will lead.
INSTRUCTOR: MARILYN GAZELEY, NS
Marilyn is well known in the region as a rug hooker,
organizer, past school director and teacher.
PENNY RUGS, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2018
Wool Appliqué is an incredibly relaxing and enjoyable
art form for creative expression; combining wool cloth
and embroidery techniques. If you have wanted to try
your hand at wool appliqué; a penny rug workshop is a
great start. A chance to learn a no fuss approach, you
will be exposed to different methods of transferring a
pattern and a stitching/joining technique that is strong
enough for hundreds of “pennies” to be joined for table
runners or hearth rugs. From monochromatic and 2
colour combinations to a scrappy, primitive style, your
options are endless. Layout options allow for hexagon
styles, diamond shapes, even a Christmas tree! The
construction technique used allows for the beauty of a
favourite piece of wood furniture to emerge through the
design. The most tedious part of penny rug construction
is the cutting of the wool pennies; as we only have a day
together, that work has been done for you. The kits will
include die cut wool pennies that allow you to get to the
fun part, stitching and creating your rug. You will be
able to choose the size of your project as well as being
able to choose colours.
INSTRUCTOR: SANDE GUNNING, NB
Sande Gunning is the owner the River Gallery, a
combination rug hooking, quilting and wool appliqué shop
in Glenwood, NB. She has been teaching and sharing
her enthusiasm for wool appliqué and penny rugs across
Canada for the last eleven years. A former community
college teacher (for 17 years); she brings an appreciation

for and is respectful of different adult learning styles.
She sees wool appliqué as the wonderful merger of her
love of traditional rug hooking and quilting.
FELTED ZIPPER BROOCHES, WEDNESDAY,
MAY 9, 2018
ZIPPETY DOO-DAD. Zip Zip Hooray! In this oneday workshop you will learn how to make a colourful,
swirly, needle-felted zipper brooch. (P.S. You will also
learn to keep your fingers away from the barbed felting
needle. Ouch!) If you zip right along, you might even
make two brooches. You will definitely take home one
‘Zippety Doo-Dad’ because we all love instant
gratification. Zippety Doo-Dads look great pinned on
shirts, sweaters and suit jackets. A fun one-day
workshop that you can finish lickety-split! No experience
necessary. (Band-Aids not included) Kit: $35 (includes:
brightly coloured roving, zipper, felting needle, sewing
needle, thread, felt for backing, brooch pin, felting square).
INSTRUCTOR: ROBERTA HANCOCK, NS
One day in 2009, Roberta Hancock found a dusty old
button box at the back of her closet and opened it to see
what was inside. Nestled among the vintage buttons
was her namesake grandmother’s beautiful rug hook with
a red-painted ‘R’ carved on top. Roberta has been rug
hooking ever since! Shortly after, she discovered the
dangerous art of needle felting. Born in Sydney, Cape
Breton, Roberta worked as a writer for radio stations in
London (Ont.) and Toronto and then worked for 20+
years as Creative Director for ad agencies in Toronto
and Montreal. In 1992 she returned home to Nova Scotia
and worked for CBC Radio/TV in Halifax and
subsequently became a national CBC trainer, giving
creativity workshops to CBC hosts and producers from
coast to coast. In 2005, she left CBC with another
producer to start their own video production company as
well as haligonia.ca, an online social media site. Semiretired, Roberta now devotes her time to fibre arts and
silver jewellery-making.
FINISHING WORKSHOP, THURSDAY, MAY 10,
2018
For many of us hookers it can be a challenge to finish
our rugs. After taking this workshop and learning these
finishing techniques there will be less hooked pieces
stashed away waiting to be finished. In this workshop
we will learn to do a traditional finish (whipping, cording
and binding), Doris Eaton Edge and other finishes for
wall hangings, trivets and chair pads.
INSTRUCTOR: DEBBIE LESSARD, NB
Debbie has been rug hooking since 2005. She is always
challenging herself by designing and creating her own
work. She is a certified RHGNS teacher and has taught
numerous workshops in her home province of New
Brunswick. One of her rugs “The Journey” is owned
and on permanent show at Kingsbrae Garden in St.
Andrews, New Brunswick.
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Prince
Edward Island
Cape Breton
It is comforting to get our hands into the warmth of wool,
and gather with friends to hook. Sadly, but with fond
memories, we have lost a dear friend and rug hooker,
Mary Campbell of Grahams’s Road, PEI.

All of the groups in Cape Breton continue to meet weekly
for rug hooking and friendship. Several groups welcomed
(and are providing help and encouragement to) new
members in an effort to keep the tradition alive.
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters reports that along with
taking part in the tessellation display at the Cape Breton
Centre for Craft and Design, the group also attracted
Celtic Colours visitors to the Dobson Yacht Club’s
fundraiser luncheon. The guests were very impressed
with the display of mats and hooking demonstrations.

After a lifetime of hooking geometrics and landscapes,
Mary hooked her last mat in May 2017, aged 91.
Having started rug hooking with her mother as a young
girl, Mary’s original rugs were mostly made from old
clothing. She cut up every strip by hand with scissors.
In later years she used yarn, including alpaca from
daughter-in-law Christine, of Campbells Fiber Farm.
Her memorial was a tribute to a generous neighbour and
family person, and included fond memories of Mary the
rug hooker. Mary’s son, Larry, penned and sang the
following song, based on his memories of bags of clothes
people would drop off, the buttons his mother would save,
and the rug hooking he grew up with. It is a fitting tribute
to this gem of a lady.

“My Mother Was A Hooker”

by Larry Campbell
(Written for Mom who passed away October 15, 2017)
My mother was a hooker, far back as I recall
Often times I would find strange clothes in the hall
But I’d think nothing of it, no cause for my concern
She was just having fun earning extra cash for her
When she’d have a party, she’d let me hang around
There could be three or more hookers here from town
The house would get so crowded you couldn’t walk around
So I’d play on the kitchen floor with buttons that I found
Perhaps I should explain, for those with a dirty mind
The hookers that I sing about are getting hard to find
With clamps and a wooden frame to hold the canvass tight
Cut up rags or yarn was pulled with a hook to make it right
Yes, Mother was a hooker, a painter and she knit
With good eyes and a steady hand for hours she could sit
All the things that she made will be admired by all
She’ll always be in our hearts and up there on the wall
Forever she’ll be in our hearts and up there on the wall
- Submitted by Bette Jeanne Young, Director

The annual hook-in in October welcomed several other
Cape Breton groups for hooking, eating, prizes and a lot
of fun. The display of rug hooking provided a wide
variety of colours and patterns; both traditional and
contemporary. The group provided funds to a farmer
(also an accomplished rug hooker) in Northern Cape
Breton to aid in her desire to equip her small farm with
two female donkeys to help with farm chores.
Down East Rug Hookers spent early fall planning and
implementing a fundraiser to purchase a Bolivar cutter
for group use. Members collected, sorted and priced
items for the indoor yard sale. Individuals from other
hooking groups also helped with donations, sorting and
of course, buying. The group surpassed expectations
and raised enough to buy the cutter and pay for hall rental.
Leftover goods were disbursed to worthy causes. Many
thanks to all who priced, carried, baked, wrapped, bagged
and collected cash. Special thanks to our President, Mary
Munson who booked, organized, encouraged and believed
the idea into fruition. Job well done!!
The Munroe Crafters Guild recently held their annual
craft sale. Members of the Old School House and
Boularderie rug hookers had a perfect venue for hooked
items. There were many attractive and reasonably priced
gifts for lovers of traditional rug hooking.
In keeping with the tradition to which I am accustomed,
I wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New
Year.
- Submitted by Heather Brown, Director

Raven by
Mora
Ballantyne,
Spanish Bay
Friendship
Matters
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New Brunswick East

Welcome the Riverview Rug Hookers
Last March, by request of the Mayor of Riverview and
under the guidance of Chris Antle, a fledgling group of
rug hookers was formed.
With the support of 16 local businesses and the assistance
of Past Time Matters members we were able to host an
Open House to introduce ourselves to the community.
Sixty enthusiastic people were in attendance on short
notice and the day was declared a wonderful success.
With a grant from Envision Riverview we were able to
purchase start up equipment and host a workshop open
to the public entitled Finding Your Joy by power coach
and inspirational speaker Bev Crossman. This was
indeed a joyful event for all those who attended.

The newly-formed Riverview Rug Hookers with
Mayor Ann Seamans, holding the group project
Welcome Mat, at a demonstration at the
Riverview Public Library on May 3 rd
We have been and continue to be invited to demonstrate
our art at various locations throughout the town including
the Riverview Public Library. During this day long
demonstration our group project of a Welcome Mat was
unveiled to the Mayor and to the public at large. This
little ambassador mat travels with us to hook-ins and
other events. Much to our delight, we have attended
hook-ins hosted by Springhill, Wallace, Moncton and St.
Andrews and look forward to gathering with other
hookers at future events. Two from our group were
able to attend the Friday portion of the AGM of the
RHGNS at Lutz Mountain Museum. They found it to be
an informative evening filled with fun and laughter.
Although “our Team” did not win the musical quiz despite
gallant efforts by the team of wonderful gals, a great
time was had by all.
A few field trips to wool shops sprinkled around New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia added to the pleasure of
becoming hookers for us newbies. We were invited to
join with the Riverview Creative Collective in their first
Art exhibit on the Riverfront hosted by Envision
Riverview as part of their Sun Fest Celebrations last
summer. We spent the entire day under our lovely new

tent shelters hosting the public, demonstrating our art
and selling our work. This was truly an amazing day.
Most recently, the Riverview Public Library asked us to
help organize and exhibit at their first Annual Art Show.
This exhibit runs for two months until the end of Nov.
The Riverview Arts Centre has invited us to exhibit at
an upcoming production in the Royal Theatre.
We have been warmly embraced and supported by the
Town and in turn we are most grateful for the opportunity
to share the art of rug hooking with the community. We
have been offered (free of charge) the use of grand
(they really are !!) facilities by SouthEastern Mutual
Insurance Co. Head Office, where we meet in their
boardroom every Wednesday from 10 to 2. Should there
be any beginners out there who would like to join our
small but enthusiastic group we would love to welcome
them. We can be contacted through the Town of
Riverview website and in the Leisure Activities Guide.
- Submitted by Marie Trueman
Kent Hookers
Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent, hosted the Miramichi
Group on October 26 for the day. It was fun for both
groups, with great food, door prizes and the renewing of
friendships and the making new ones. The Miramichi
group checked out the new fibre store, “1st stitch”, that
is in the Co-op Mall in Richibucto. Helene Desilets, the
owner, now carries Dorr wool and linen. The group also
participated in the agricultural fair in Saint Marie in
August and many ribbons were won.”
- Submitted by Helen Dunstan-Blackie, Director

Halifax

As the new Director for the Halifax Region, I have not
had an opportunity to visit all of the local groups within
the Halifax Region.
However, The Kingfisher Group hosted a delightful hookin on November 6, which was very well attended by
both groups; “Dartmouth Heritage Matters” and “Eastern
Shore Matters”. We had 3 very busy vendors….Della’s
Rug Hooking from Amherst, Celia Charlton who is one
of our own hookers as well as Sharon Oakley, one of our
own. We enjoyed a great lunch as well. Based on the
chatter going on in the room I’d say that the day was
enjoyed by all!
The St. Margaret’s Bay Schoolhouse Rug Hookers group
has begun their annual group rug. Ticket sales will go up
once the hooking has begun. This is a fund raiser in
support of the building in which they hook, the Bay
Community Centre at the Head of St. Margaret’s Bay.
Last year they raised over $1,300. Best of luck again
this year. Last year’s rug was won by Suzanne Conrod
of the Hooked Rug Museum in Queensland.
- Submitted by Patsy Gorveatte, Director
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Tall Ship Tales
Hooked Rug Show 2017

The Tall Ship Tales Hooked Rug Show was on display at
the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic, Lunenburg, NS
during May to October 2017. There were 26 unique,
beautifully designed, hooked rugs on display. Over
160,000 people visited the Museum during the time the
show was on display. Imagine that!
Ballots were available for visitors to cast their vote for
their favourite “Tall Ship Tale” rug for “People’s Choice
Recognition Award”. The three most-voted hooked
works of art were announced at the closing hook-in at
the Museum on October 4, 2017. The winners were:
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Pictou/Antigonish/
Guysborough

The Antigonish Highland Hookers have completed “The
Christmas Mat”. It is on display at the entrance of the
St. Martha’s Hospital at the Corner Gift Shop, tickets on
the draw are available there and also at the Jingle Bell
Frolic in November at the Clare Marie Centre.
At the Eastern Central Exhibition of Nova Scotia held
in Antigonish, the Quilting Guild invited the Antigonish
Highland Rug Hookers to display some of their hooked
mats and other works done in rug hooking in wool and
yarn among an array of crafts including quilts, knitted
items, photography, even pickling and baked goods. The
beautiful mats received a lot of compliments from visitors
and there was also a Judging and a Viewer’s Vote on all
the different crafts, and the mats did very well.

#1
“Widow’s Watch”
hooked by Donna Legere

#2
“Loading the Schooner
– Salt Cod”
hooked by Felicia
Knock

The colourful Exhibition display
We had a very successfull Fall Hook-In with 89 attending
at the Arisaig Hall. It was hosted by the Arisaig Shoreline
Friends and the Antigonish Highland Hookers.
#3
“Bluenose 1”
hooked by
Barbara Surette

Angela Saunders, the Museum’s representative sincerely
extended, on behalf of the Museum’s staff, their
appreciation for this community event held annually at
this location.
The theme for the 2018 show is “Wonders of the Deep”.
Information and the registration form for the 2018 show
will be available on our website: rhgns.com or by
contacting any of the committee members; Linda
Alderdice, Heather Gordon and Debbie Smith.
The Committee sincerely thanks everyone who
participated in the show, volunteers as well as Museum
staff for helping make our third annual show at the
Museum another great success

Fall Hook-in, Arisaig
The Arisaig Shoreline Friends continue to meet at people’s
houses each Tuesday afternoon.
- Submitted by Diane D. Penney, Director
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Colchester

Dartmouth

Dartmouth Heritage Matters is growing! We now have
64 members in our group, almost all of whom attend on a
regular basis. Ours is a group full of creativity and skill
and when we conducted a survey of the group to find
out what their interests over the next year was, guess
what they said? Learning more about rug hooking. So,
we are embarking on a program that will see us have a
learning session each month where we will explore such
topics as techniques for finishing rugs, colour theory,
design, and hooking with yarn and embellishments. We
can draw on the talents of our own members for many
of these subjects but will invite guest teachers when
necessary. It is going to be a year of learning and sharing!

Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers have had such a
fun filled fall Say that three times in a hurry!

Our group lost a longtime member when
Bonnie Loomer lost her
battle with ALS. In
Bonnie’s memory we
hooked what we call a
“put a smile on your
face” mat which will be
hung in the ALS clinic
in Halifax. Believe me,
each loop was pulled
with love.

Fibre Fest in Amherst saw many of our members enter
pieces in the Rug display at the Credit Union Business
Innovation Centre. Having the exhibit in one venue gave
the visitors a fantastic show with lots to inspire and admire!

Our first day back to hooking in September saw a visit
from Ewe-Nique Boutique. The ladies really enjoy the
new arrangement to have one of the shops come to our
hooking day about once a month. October’s shop was
Under the Rug Studio. This is open to any hookers who
may be in the area. Contact us for dates. It is a winwin for everyone.
Lots of hook-ins kept us on the move to Northport,
Amherst, Lake Charlotte and back to Truro. Such a
wonderful opportunity to share ideas and lots of laughs.

Tanya McNutt also arranged a trip to the Mi’kmaq
Cultural Centre to tie in with the upcoming exhibit for
Aboriginal Heritage Month in 2018. There were about
25 in the group coming from as far away as Northport,
Wallace and Economy. It was a very informative visit
and the staff were eager to answer all of our questions.
We look forward to seeing all the entries for the show.
If you’re interested in doing a piece it’s not too late yet,
however due to space constraints, at some point entries
will be cut off. Contact Tanya at tmmcnutt@eastlink.ca
for more information.

Musquodoboit rug hookers create
beauty in their finished pieces
The Eastern Shore Matters meet weekly at “The Old
School House” in Musquodoboit and they are growing
in numbers each year as well. They have amazing rug
hookers and are turning out mats that are nothing less
than wonderful. They held their annual hook-in at
Memory Lane in September and had a great turn out.
Hooking took place in the “Clam Factory” and a delicious
lunch was served in the “Cookhouse”. A visit to Memory
Lane takes you back in time as you are surrounded with
the memories of comfort and community.
- Submitted by Deborah Story, Director

Our annual Halloween Parade was lots of fun for those
who dressed up and those who voted for the best costume.
Abby Cameron from Under the Rug Studio very
generously gave a $20 gift certificate for the winner.
Tanya McNutt, dressed as the oldest Hula Girl, was the
happy recipient. We have started planning next year’s
costumes already!
The group has several new members and we welcome
the opportunity to share our knowledge and gain new
ideas. We put on a one-day beginner workshop to help
make some of them feel more confident.
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It was a learning experience for all of us and hopefully, a
way to spread the pleasure we get from this wonderful
fibre art.
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Park with the islands in the background, shown below.

We now are looking forward to celebrating International
Rug Hooking Day at the Colchester East-Hants Public
Library on Dec. 4. It will be another way to share our
passion with the public and spend time with fellow
hookers. The group is also eagerly anticipating our
Christmas Lunch which will close our fall session. Merry
Christmas to all! Remember to “keep calm and hook on!”
- Submitted by Ursula Ryle- Gulliver
We are all busy these days planning our own special
hooking projects and visiting our friends to see their
hooking ideas. In Colchester County we have groups
hooking Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday so
there are many ideas floating around in the minds of our
hooking community which creates a rich environment
for creative rugs.

We had a one day session in the Spring where Gloria
Shields led us through making felted scarves. A fun,
albeit messy, day. The scarves turned out lovely.
Gloria Shields made a special
scarf for our member, Tess
Firestone that included puppy
paws made from hair
collected from grooming her
beloved dog, Ben, who has
since gone on to puppy
heaven.
We have attended several
Sisterhood Fibres events at
The Peg – always interesting
and creative.

The crew of Friday Friends
Friday Friends have had a busy fall with new projects
and getting to know our new members. We hosted our
9th annual hook-in with 85 guests who travelled from
Amherst through New Glasgow to join us for the day.
All had a wonderful variety of projects and the hall was
bursting with colour from everyone’s stash of wool. This
year we moved to the hall at the Catholic Church and
found it to be a wonderful location with lots of room for
hookers and our vendor plus a roomy kitchen. EweNique Boutique from Oxford was on hand with a great
variety of wool, patterns and helpful advice.
Gail Lambert from Hook Me Up studio joined us for a
fun book signing event on Nov 3rd. Her book, Hooked
on Celtic Rugs, is wonderful! Now we are busy hooking
for a few of the rug hooking shows scheduled for 2018
and planning our Christmas dinner outing.
Economy Rug Hookers
Due to some personal commitments on the part of our
“reporter” it has been a while since our group has updated
everyone on what we have been doing.
Let’s see, some of our group attended Rug School. Gloria
Shields did a panorama of the Five Islands Lighthouse

Some of the gals have taken courses through the summer,
including one at the Rug Hooking Museum offered by
Ruth Downing.
Summer hooking at Ottawa House, hook-ins including
Wallace and one at the Parrsboro Golf Course.
The Fibre Arts Festival rug hooking display was a big
success. It was so great having all the rugs in one room.
Our group submitted about 20 pieces, and several of us
helped with set-up and tear-down as well as being a
presence at the display. The room was great, the
organizers deserve a big “thank you” from all the groups
that participated. They did a wonderful job.
We are back “home” at the Economy Rec Centre for
the winter. Our two U.S. gals have gone back home,
but we have three new members filling up the chairs.
Next week we are learning how to make a hooked Santa
Claus. Should be lots of fun. Watch for photos in the
next Loop.
Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas, everyone.
- Submitted by Wendy Robichaud, Director
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Yarmouth

Yarmouth rug hookers have had a very busy summer
and fall. We have been hooking away during our weekly
meetings and are pleased to welcome many new hookers.
The Carpetbaggers sponsored their now annual course
at The Pines in Digby. Bette Wrathall presented her 3dimensional “Birds” workshop on May 21st. As always,
Bette showed us her marvellous teaching skills. The
birds created by her students were a beautiful addition
to our Hook Canada Red exhibit. Many who were not
in the course joined the group for a hook-in. Who can
resist hooking at The Pines in the spring?

Rugg Bee members,
l to r
Ann Jones,
Frieda Perry
Meredith Burton &
Elaine Howatt
In August we took part in the Western Counties
Exhibition with our rug hooking display and judging. It
was very successful with many beautiful mats on show.
In September we were invited by Le Village Historique
Acadien to hold our annual hook-in there. What a
beautiful place this is. It is so worth a trip to Pubnico to
view this working village.

Bette centre front, surrounded by her students
On June 13th we were invited to “pull a loop” on a special
hooked rug designed by Deanne Fitzpatrick. This mat
was circulating around the province as part of a seminar
on “Sexual Human Trafficking & Exploitation Collaborating to End Demand”, at the Tri-County
Women’s Centre. We also contributed by making small
mats as gifts to the national and international presenters.

Pulling a Loop
Our “Hook Canada Red” exhibit was a big success and
enjoyed by many July visitors to the Yarmouth County
museum. We were pleased that Moose River Rug
Hooking Studio asked if they could “borrow” the exhibit
and mounted it this fall. We are very proud of how this
exhibit contributed to the celebration of Canada 150.
The Rugg Bees met at the Yarmouth County museum
and again this summer we greeted summer visitors to
the Museum, to join us and to “pull a loop”. Always
great to welcome visitors.

In early November we held another great “Open” course
with Doug Rankin. Anne and Doug are always wonderful
guests. Doug teaches, he is so generous with his
knowledge and Anne provides us with wonderful
materials and equipment. There was a lot of teaching
going on and more important, a lot of learning and
laughter. A grand time.

Doug centre front, surrounded by his class
During the Christmas season we are again mounting our
show at the Yarmouth County Museum. We will open
the exhibit on November 18th with a reception. This is
an exhibit of works of area hookers that were finished
during the year. This annual event has become part of
our Christmas celebration in Yarmouth. If you are in
Yarmouth during the Christmas season please stop in.
The exhibit will remain in place until January 6 th.
It has been my pleasure to be the Director for Yarmouth
for the last few years. I am now going to join the
executive in the role of Vice President. As a result, I am
looking for a new Director for our area. It is a great job,
very rewarding, you get to work with wonderful people
so - is this the job for YOU? If so, please contact me.
Thank you all for your support. It has been great fun!
- Submitted by Ann Jones, Director

Rug Hooking Groups in Atlantic Canada
Last revised: December 2017
Note: Please send any changes to the Editor @
perryhome@eastlink.ca

NOVA SCOTIA
Annapolis Valley
Apple Blossom Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 9:30 am - 12 pm at
Individual homes from Windsor to Berwick
Contact Donna Bentley 902-542-7516
Loft Rug Hookers
Meet year round on Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
the Lloyd Memorial Centre in Kingsport
Contact Golda Kelly 902-582-3079

Country Lane Studio
Meet year round, Wed. 2 - 4 pm at
Ferguson Lane, Homeville
Contact Marie MacVicar 902-539-7440
Wild Wooly Women
Meet Sept. - Apr., Tues., 10 am - 3 pm at
Mira & Seniors Pensoners Club, Marion Bridge
Contact Diane Harris 902-562-5780
Women’s Winter Workshop
Meet Sept. - May, Tues. 10 am - 2:30 pm at
Gabarus Fire Hall
Contact Marie Jaarsma 902-884-2544

Colchester
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Fundy
Sobeys Crafters
Meet Oct. to April, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thursdays
of the month, 1 - 4 pm at Sobeys, Greenwood
ContactCindy Noble 902-825-6314
cindynoble150@msn.com
Nicholsville Rugrats
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 10 am - 12 pm at
Nicholsville Community Hall
Contact Valerie Despres 902-847-1001
Bridgetown & Area
Meet year round, Thurs. 10 am - 2 pm at
Anglican Church, Bridgetown
Contact Sandra Sampson 902-665-2193

Rags to Riches
Meet year round on Wed. 9 am - 12 pm at
Windermere Hall, Windermere
Contact Edie McRoberts 902-375-2088

Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 9:30 am - 2 pm at
Douglas Street School, Truro
Contact Ursula Ryle-Gulliver 902-843-6857
wayne.urs@eastlink.ca

River Street Hookers
Meet year round on Friday, 10 am - 2 pm at
Lynn Denney’s Studio in Kentville
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118

Friday Friends
Meet Sept. to June, Fri. 12:30 - 3 pm at
Douglas St. School, Truro
Contact Beverley Levine 902-893-2640

Brickton
Meet Sept. to July, 2nd & 3rd Wed.,
10 am - 2 pm at Brickton Community Hall
Contact Sue Russell 902-765-2880

Spinners
Meet from Sept. to May, on Tues., 10 am 2 pm at Sobey’s Community Room, New Minas
Contact Donna McGrath 902-678-2279
dmcgrathns@gmail.com

Economy Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Economy Recreation Centre, 3315 Hwy. 2
For up-to-date info and summer location,
Contact Micheline Beaton 902-647-2985

Fundy Group
Meet 1st Wed. of every month, 10 am - 2 pm
at Kingston Legion
Contact Yvonne Graves 902-847-9398

Wooly Wanderers
Meet year round on Thurs., 9:30 am - 1’ish
at Atlantic Superstore Community Room, New
Minas. Contact Cathy Oomen 902-542-0224
The Valley Girls
Meet year round on Tuesday afternoons at
various members’ homes. Contact Sue Turnbull,
902-599-3525, turnbull2727@outlook.com
Downtown Hookers
Drop in Tuesdays 1 - 3 pm at Town of
Kentville Recreation Centre, Kentville.
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118
lynndenney@eastlink.ca

Cape Breton

Cumberland
Remsheg Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at
Wallace & Area Museum, Wallace
Contact Sarah Ladd 902-257-3435
Beach-Side Hookers
Meet July & August, Wed., 10 am - 2 pm at
Ottawa House, Parrsboro
Contact Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Friends Hook Nook
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
All Saints Parish Hall, Main St., Springhill
Contact Don Tabor 902-694-0168
don.tabor@eastlink.ca

Spanish Bay Friendship Matters
Meet year round on Tues., 10am - 4 pm at
Dobson Yacht Club, Westmount Rd., Sydney
Contact Mora Ballantyne 902-270-5931

Northport Loopers
Meet year round, Monday 10 am - 2 pm at
Northport Community Ctr., Northport
Contact Polly Verstraten 902-661-9534

Down East Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 10 am - 3 pm at
CB Centre for Craft & Design (downstairs)
322 Charlotte St., Sydney
Contact Maggie Miller 902-564-0036

Town and Country Thrummers
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. evenings 7 - 9 pm
at Bridge Workshop, Station St., Amherst
Contact Lynne O’Brien Lines 902-676-2233

Boularderie
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Boularderie East, phone for directions
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119

Dartmouth Heritage Matters
Meet Sept. to June, Thurs. 9 am - 12 pm at
South End Baptist Church, 60 Hastings Dr.
Contact Charlene Carpentier 902-435-7469

Old Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 10:30 am - 4 pm at
Big Bras d’Or Hall, 1390 Old Rte. 5
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119

Eastern Shore Matters
Meet. Sept. to June, Tues., 12:30 - 4 pm at
Musquodoboit Library, 7900 Hwy. 7
Contact Sheila Livingston 902-845-2407

Dartmouth

Sea Gull Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Superstore Community Room, Digby
Contact Joan Donnelly 902-245-2491

Habitation Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 1 - 4 pm
1st Thurs. of every month at Moose River
Studio in Clementsport; 2nd, 3rd & 4th
Thurs. of each month at Lower Granville Hall,
Port Royal for the summer and at members’
houses during the winter. Contact Nancy at
ecosmiths.ca or Carol Thorne 902-532-2257
Clementsport Hookers & Friends
Meet year round, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Krystyna King 902-638-8433
Tuesday’s Hooking Group
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Nadine Wright 902-638-8813

Halifax

The Kingfisher Group
Meet year round, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Calvin Presbyterian Church, 3311 Ashburn
Ave., Halifax. Contact Faith Piccolo 902445-5739 fpiccolo@ns.sympatico.ca or
Roberta Palmer 902-832-6642,
mal.robrta@ns.sympatico.ca
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
Meet June to Sept., Thurs. 10:30 am - 3 pm
at 9489 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd. Hwy 3,
Queensland/Hubbards, $3.00 drop-in fee.
Contact Suzanne Conrod 902-275-5222,
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org
The Wooligans
Meet year round, Wed. 9 am - 2 pm at
955 Bedford Hwy. Contact Marilyn Gazeley
902-835-9471, migaze@ns.sympatico.ca
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St. Margaret’s Bay Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Meet 2nd & 4th Sun., 1 - 4 pm at The Bay
Community Ctr., 11 Station Road in
Head of St. Margaret’s Bay
Contact Patsy Gorveatte 902-858-2157
Lots of Loops
Meets Jan. to June and Sept. to Nov., every
other Thurs. 7 - 9:30 pm at Sobey’s North &
Windsor Sts. Halifax. Contact Kathy Burton
email 9022331801@txt.bell.ca (resume Jan. 4/18)

Lighthouse Rug Hookers Monthly Hook-in
Meet last Thurs. of each month 10 am - 2 pm,
except July, Aug. & Dec. at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Phoenix St., Bridgewater. Contact Joan
Young 902-644-2765, jmyoung1942@gmail.com
or Judy Nelson j.annnelson22@gmail.com

The Hector Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9:30 am - 1 pm at New
Horizons Seniors Club, 14 Kempt St., Pictou
Contact Ruby MacKenzie 902-351-2411 (h) 902485-1266 (c) mareemac@sympatico.ca

River House Rug Hooking
Meet year round Sun., 2 - 5 pm at 36 Petite
Riviere Rd., Petite Riviere. July & Aug., Mon.
7 - 9 pm on the deck. Various groups meet also.
Contact Jane Steele 902-693-3111

Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough

Bluenose Rug Hooking Group
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 1 pm at Pharmacy First,
Foord St., Stellarton. Meeting cancelled if
school is. Contact Carol MacDonald 902-7521974, email carol.m@ns.sympatico.ca

Shelburne
Meet Tuesday 10 am - 2 pm, (bring your lunch)
at Yacht Club (upstairs). Contact Pat Nickerson
902-575-2021, clydenickerson@eastlink.ca

Yarmouth

Miramichi Rug Hookers
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 3 pm Seniors Rm. in Lions
Bldg., 234 Morrison Lane, Miramichi. Contact
Marg Bertrand, maggie632010@hotmail.com
Riverview Rug Hookers
Meet Wed., 10 am - 2 pm at SouthEastern Mutual
Ins. Co., Head Office, Riverview. Contact Marie
Trueman, lilymariemac@gmail.com

NEW BRUNSWICK WEST

Quoddy Loopers
Meet year round, Wed. 6:30 - 8:30 pm at Catholic
Church of St. Andrews Parish Ctr. (basement)
corner King & Parr Sts., St. Andrews. Contact
Mary Jones 506-529-3790 (h) 506-529-9020 (w)
Carnegie Hookers
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Fri. 9:30 am - 12 pm at
St. John Art Centre. Contact Lynn Kinsella
peterkin@nb.sympatico.ca

Carpetbaggers
Meet year round Thurs. 10 am - 1 pm at
Beacon Church Parlor. Contact Shirley Bradshaw
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
902-742-2468
Meet May to Oct., every 2nd Thurs. 9 am - 2 pm
Rugg
Bees
at St. Peters Hall, 2365 Woodstock Rd. Contact
Bluenose Descendents Rug Hookers
Meet year round Wed. 11:30 am - 3:30 pm at
Ellen Phillips, phillips.ellen.e@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 7 - 9 pm at Sobey’s
Yarmouth
County
Museum,
Collins
St.
West Side, New Glasgow. Contact Debbie
The Cathedral Matters Guild
Contact Elaine Howatt 902-742-7017
Russell 902-752-6039, macair@eastlink.ca
Meet every other Tues. afternoon at Christ
Church Cathedral Memorial Hall, 168 Church St.
The Harbour Hookers
Little Harbour Rug Hookers
Meet
year
round
Thurs.
1
4
pm
at
Acadien
Contact Doris Norman 506-454-3855,
Meet Sept. to June, at each other’s homes Mon.
danorman@nbnet.nb.ca. We hook as volunteers
mornings. Contact Carol Cochrane 902-755-5376 Museum. Contact Dorothy Cameron
902-723-2660; Bernice d’Entremont 902-762-3380 to provide funds for the restoration of the
Cathedral since 1992.
Melrose Loopy Ladies
NEWFOUNDLAND
Meet Mondays 1 - 4 pm at Greenfield Oldsters
The Rug Hooking Guild of Newfoundland & Evening Matters
Club, Hwys. 7 & 348
Labrador (RHGNL) hosts various hook-ins
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 7 - 9 pm at Cathedral
Contact Joan Lewis 902-783-2990
throughout the province during the year. We
Hall, Church St at Brunswick, Fredericton.
welcome
you
to
come
and
join
us.
For
more
Contact Kimm Moore 506-474-2710
Arsaig Shoreline Friends
kcmrugs@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 1-3 pm at each other’s information visit www.rhgnl.ca
homes. Contact Marsha Wong 902-863-2868
NEW BRUNSWICK EAST
Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers
Hookeuses de Grande-Digue Hookers
Meet every 2nd Tues. 1:30 - 4pm at Plaster Rock
Antigonish Highland Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 9 - 11 am at Notre
Public School Library, Plaster Rock. Contact
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 6:30 - 9 pm at Sylvan
Centre. Contact Marielle Poirier 506-533-9578,
Connie Haddad, 506-356-8607
Valley Seniors Pl., 12 Sylvan Valley, Antigonish marjean@sympatico.ca
chaddad51@icloud.com
Contact Dianne Penney 902-863-3133
Les Hookeuses de Bouctouche
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
South Shore
Meet Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at various locations.
Island Matters
Visitors call Carmella LeBlanc 506-872-2275
Main Street Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, 2nd Sat. 10 am at Farm
Meet 1st & 3rd Wed., 7 - 9 pm at Encompassing or Irma 506-525-2566. Everyone welcome.
Ctr., 420 University Ave., Charlottetown.
Designs, Mahone Bay. Contact 902-624-0370 or
Contact Shelagh Lindley 902-963-2622
Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers
www.encompassingdesigns.com
Meet year round Mon. 4 - 6 pm and
Shady Ladies
Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 pm at Sussex
Spruce Top
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at West
Seniors
Ctr.,
Jubilee
Hall,
50
Perry
St.,
Sussex
Meet Sun. 12 - 4 pm at 255 Main St., Mahone
Royalty Community Ctr., Charlottetown.
Bay. Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke 902-624-9312 Contact Beverley Floyd floydb@nbnet.nb.ca
Contact Anne Lockhart 902-629-0249
or Erin McKenna mcrugs@hotmail.com
annelockhart49@gmail.com
Liverpool
Past
Time
Matters
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Tues. 10 am - 1:30 pm at
Lady Slipper Rug Hookers
Superstore Meeting Room, Liverpool. Contact Meet Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at Resurgo Place, 20
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 9:30 am at Lefurgey
Mountain
Rd.,
Moncton.
Contact
Marylou
Bath,
Audrey Fralic 902-683-2711, alfralic2@yahoo.ca
suspendedplay2@gmail.com or Helen Dunstan- Cultural Centre, Prince St., Summerside.
Contact Carolyn MacKean 902-836-4238
Blackie, helendunstanblackie@gmail.com
Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport Group
Meet Sept. to April, Tues. 1 - 4 pm at Trinity Un.
Church, Rose Bay. Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke Past Time Matters Evening Rug Hooking Group
Meet 1st & 3rd Mon. 7 - 9 pm at Community
902-624-9312, chclark@tallships.ca
College, Rm. 117, 505 College St., Dieppe. Contact
Margie Whyte 506-855-9041, or email
Hebbville
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at Hebbville Fire Hall margie.whyte@gmail.com
(Bring your lunch.) Contact Jean Wentzell
Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent
902-354-3550
Meet Thurs. 1 - 3 pm bi-weekly at Club d’Age
d’Or, Main St., Richibucto. Contact Marsha 506523-0896, cleamac@xplornet.ca

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 40 (1) Winter 2017

RHGNS Regional Directors 2017 - 2019
Nova Scotia

Annapolis Valley:
Ann Marie Harley
491 Gabriel Rd. RR #2
Falmouth NS B0P 1L0
902-798-4679
amharley@ns.sympatico.ca
Cape Breton:
Heather Brown
185 Villa Drive
Little Bras d’Or, NS B1Y 2Y8
902-736-1850
hfblake@hotmail.com
Colchester:
Wendy Robichaud
240 Gorman Rd.
North River NS B6L 6E6
902-895-7757
seaceltns@yahoo.ca
Cumberland:
Donna Legere
99 Fenwick Road,
Nappan, NS B0L 1C0
902-667-4276
donnalegere@eastlink.ca

Dartmouth:
Deborah Story
5 Horizon Court, Apt. 922
Dartmouth, NS B3A 0C4
902-446-6053 • 902-809-6053
story.deborah@gmail.com
Fundy:
Yvonne Graves
2893 Hwy 221 RR # 3
Aylesford, NS B0P 1C0
902-847-9398
yegraves@ns.sympatico.ca
Halifax:
Patsy Gorveatte
8252 St. Margaret’s Bay Road
Black Point, NS B0J 1B0
902-858-2157
pgorveatte@eastlink.ca
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough:
Diane Penney
12 MacInnis Way
West River NS B2G 0B4
902-863-3133
dianepenney15@gmail.com
South Shore:
Joan Young
411 Salmon Rd.

RHGNS Officers 2017 - 2019
President: Linda Alderdice
66 Shelby Drive
Hammonds Plains, NS B3Z 1M6
902-443-3366
lalderdice7@gmail.com

Past President: Dwight Gallagher
19 Morris Street, P.O. Box 2184
Springhill, NS B0M 1X0
902-597-8715
d-l.gallagher@ns.sympatico.ca

Vice-President: Ann Jones
P. O. Box 167, Lakeside Road
Hebron, NS B0W 1X0
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

Archivist: Cathy Lowe
21 Glen Lane
Middleton, NS B0S 1P0
902-363-2157
cathlowe@eastlink.ca

Secretary: Chris Hay
46 Braeside Court
Dartmouth, NS B2X 3M9
902-462-5539
cah7274@gmail.com

Publicity/Web Liaison:
Claire Milton
12 Herbert Road
Halifax, NS B3N 1W8
902-523-1937
clairemilton@eastlink.ca

Treasurer: Charlene Carpentier
236 Colby Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2V 1K1
902-435-7469
1205cmc@gmail.com
Fairs & Exhibitions:
Vacant

Editor: Frieda Perry
184 Highway 1
Dayton, NS B5A 5A1
902-742-6300
perryhome@eastlink.ca

23

Barss Corner NS B0R 1A0
902-644-2765
jmyoung1942@gmail.com
Yarmouth:
Ann Jones
P. O. Box 167, Lakeside Road
Hebron, NS B0W 1X0
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

New Brunswick

New Brunswick East:
Helen Dunstan-Blackie
47939 Homestead Rd.
Lutes Mtn., NB E1G 2M2
506-961-0269
helendunstanblackie@gmail.com
New Brunswick West:
Edie Cole Arsenault
15 Donald Rd.
Rothesay NB E2S 1A7
506-847-5603
ediecole68@gmail.com

Prince Edward Island
Bette Jeanne Young
100 Ashbury Lane
Summerside PE C1N 6A4
902-432-0200
betteyoung@msn.com

Membership Director:
Judy Sadler
331 Lacewood Dr., Apt. 416
Halifax, NS B3S 1K6
902-457-1993
judyesadler@gmail.com
Teachers’ Branch President:
Ruth Downing
1725 Cow Bay Road
Eastern Passage, NS B3G 1M3
902-462-2554
ruthalyson@gmail.com
Heritage Rug Registry:
Linda MacDonald
Box 281
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902-485-9270
linda@ragstorugs.com
Rug School Director:
Linda MacDonald
Box 281
Pictou, NS B0K 1H0
902-485-9270
linda@ragstorugs.com
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NB Mat Registry

The NB Mat Registry together with our partner, the NB
Museum were delighted to hold the official launch of our
13 videos and 2 learning modules (for NB schools),
showcasing the rich heritage of rug hooking in the
province of NB. The well attended event took place at
the NB Museum on August 24. Several of our video
“stars” were there to help us launch this Canada 150
project.
We were thrilled when rug hooking artist Jean
McCormack donated her inch mat -Boston Sidewalk hooked by Mrs O.B. (Liza) Davis, circa 1915 to the
Museum’s permanent collection. This mat has been
featured on the front of our NB Mat Registry brochure
since our launch, so to now have it as part of the textile
holdings at the Museum is wonderful. Jean continues to
pull loops at age 96, so is a great inspiration to all rug
hookers!

Free Pattern

First Snow by Michele Micarelli
Michele Micarelli is an award winning artist and certified
rug hooking teacher who’s goal it is to help rug hookers
retrieve the imagination of their childhood.
Making rug hooking fun and inventive is at the top of her
list. Her classes are full of storytelling, laughter and
creative exercises.
As you can see from this pattern, Michele is waiting for
the snow to fall so she can hook and hook some more
this winter.
Enjoy!

Proud of Carnegie Rug
Hooker

Catherine Seely was the first Canadian rug hooker to
be chosen as an “artist in residence” - KIRA 2017! For
anyone who knows Catherine it will come as no surprise
that she was chosen to be part of the 5 artist’s group
residing at KIRA for the month of August. Catherine’s
creativity, strong sense of colour and design abounds and
she made use of every moment during her month’s stay.
Donated inch mat, l to r, Judy Morison, Doris
Norman, Peter Larocque, Marielle Poirier,
Cynthia Wallace-Casey and Susan Vida Judah

Jean McCormack with her hooked mat (1977) Jean seated with standing l to r, Susan Waddy,
Pat Winans and Therese Melanson
We invite you to visit our NB Mat Registry website and
check out our project learning modules and videos - http:/
/www.mats-tapisnb.com/ under tabs Educational
Resources and Tell Me A Story (Videos).
- Submitted by Lynn Kinsella, NB Mat Registry

KIRA - Kingsbrae International Residence for the Arts
is located in beautiful St. Andrews NB. Over the course
of the summer, 15 artists are invited to come for 1 month
(5 each month) where their living arrangements, meals
and a studio are provided giving them full focus to create
and stretch the boundaries of their chosen art discipline,
working in visual arts, music/composition, new media,
and interdisciplinary arts.
Several Carnegie Rug Hookers had the pleasure of
visiting both the July and August Artist Closing Exhibit
at KIRA. In July we met the talented Cheryl Orcutt,
rug hooker “extraordinaire” from Massachusetts, and in
August we viewed Catherine’s show. Here is a small
sampling of some of her work - all produced in the space
of 31 days!

On behalf of the Carnegie Rug Hookers, let me say how
proud we are of you Catherine and how much we value
your wisdom and encouragement you so readily share!
- Submitted by Lynn Kinsella, Carnegie Rug Hookers

First Snow

by Michele Micarelli

Feel free to re-size. This pattern is for
personal use and not for resale.

Gallery

If you have a special or recent rug
to share, send along the photo.

An Irene Carter design
hooked by Gayle Wynn

The Holy Family by
Charlotte Boates, Woodville

Winter Scene by
Shirley Carey, Avonport
Celtic Rug, Marie MacVicar,
Spanish Bay
Friendship Matters

Star by Thelma
Huntley, South Berwick

Harley’s Stocking
designed & hooked by
Ann Marie Harley,
Falmouth

The Four Seasons by
Lynn Denney, Kentville

Snow All Around, designed &
hooked by Ann Marie Harley,
Falmouth

Santa at Night by
Mona Pearl, Kentville

Sunset at Peggy’s Cove,
designed & hooked by
Anita-June Duckenfield

Freedom in Flight, a Lorne
Julien design hooked by
Gayle Wynn

THE RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA SCOTIA
NOVA SCOTIA RUG HOOKING SCHOOL
MAY 6 - 11, 2018
MOUNT Saint Vincent UNIVERSITY, HALIFAX, NS

ONE-DAY WORKSHOP APPLICATION

Please read all information carefully before completing your application.
Name: ___________________________________________ Home Phone: _______________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City/Town: ________________________ Province/State: _____________ Postal/Zip Code___________
Email: __________________________________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Please check your workshop choice(s) below. You may apply for one or more.
Monday, May 7, 2018 - Punch Hooking with Marilyn Gazeley
Fee:
Tuesday, May 8, 2018 - Penny Rugs with Sande Gunning
Fee:
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 - Felted Zipper Brooch with Roberta Hancock Fee:
Thursday, May 10, 2018 - Finishing with Debbie Lessard
Fee:
Lunch*

How Many: ________ at $14.66 each

$60.00_____________
$60.00 _____________
$60.00 _____________
$60.00 _____________
________________

Total Enclosed in Canadian Funds Only payable to “Nova Scotia
Rug Hooking School” (No refunds after March 1, 2018)

$________________

*Lunch - There is a designated area for those who wish to bring their own lunch. If you wish to purchase lunch
from the cafeteria it must be preordered and prepaid through the registrar. If you make arrangements to stay on
campus and wish to purchase meals other than lunch please contact the registrar for more information prior to
submitting your application.
Accommodations are not provided for students enrolled in a one-day workshop. Should you wish to take more than
one one-day workshop and stay on campus for a night or two, please contact Mount Saint Vincent University’s
reservation department by phone at 902-457-7776. Indicate that you are with the Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School
to ensure you are added to the appropriate room block.
Students enrolled in the five-day classes with instructors are not eligible to take one-day workshops. Students
enrolled in “On Your Own” may take the one-day workshops. Fees for one-day workshops must be paid separately
from regular school fees and included with this application. Accommodation fees to be included with your “On Your
Own” application.
Mail application with payment to Helen Serrao, 650 Ketch Harbour Road, Portuguese Cove, NS, B3V 1K1
This application must be signed. The Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School reserves the right to cancel a workshop
due to insufficient enrolment.
For additional information or questions please contact one of the following:
Registrar: Helen Serrao

Email: helen650khr@gmail.com

Telephone: 902-868-2954

Director: Linda MacDonald

Email: linda@ragstorugs.com

Telephone: 902-485-9270

Signature: _________________________________________

Date: _________________________

Membership Year:

RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA SCOTIA
October 1 to September 30
Membership Application Form
All renewal applications and payment

are due SEPTEMBER 30

Name:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

City/Town:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Prov/State: _____________________ Postal/Zip Code:______________ Country:___________________
Phone: (

)_______________________

Email: _________________________________________

Please check one:
New Membership Fee: Canada $35.00, Outside Canada $50.00 in Canadian Funds
Membership Renewal Fee: Canada $30.00, Outside Canada $45.00 in Canadian Funds
Member Renewing After September 30th Fee: Canada $35.00, Outside Canada $50.00 in Cdn. Funds
Renewing Members Only - please check:
Membership Card
Yes
No
Copy of By-Laws
Yes
No

NEW MEMBERS: A Welcome Package will be
mailed confirming your membership

RENEWING MEMBERS: Please note to enclose
a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wish to
receive a membership card and/or a copy of the ByLaws.
Enclosed: Cheque: $____________ Money Order: $______________ in Canadian Funds
Please make cheque/money order payable to:
Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
Mail completed form to:
Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia
c/o Judy Sadler
#416 - 331 Lacewood Drive
Halifax, NS, B3S 1K6, Canada

Select one of the following methods to receive your newsmagazine “The Loop“:
Printed version sent by regular mail (cover in colour, contents in black & white)
Electronic version sent by e-mail (in colour)
Printed version sent by regular mail and electronic version sent via e-mail

For more information please contact Membership Officer
Phone: 902-457-1993 or by email: judyesadler@gmail.com
PLEASE notify the Membership Officer of any change of address to ensure prompt delivery

