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This Issue’s Cover
Memories of Doris
When I opened the River House Rug Hooking Studio in
Petite Riviere in 2012, I had no idea that Doris lived just
up the road. Luckily for me, I met her soon after and
we became firm friends. She whole-heartedly supported
my venture and frequently popped in for a visit - as did I,
to her house.

cover is my favourite. She turned up at the River House
on the 16th of June 2015, with a spectacular bouquet of
tree peonies she had cut from her garden. Kind and
thoughtful Doris, rest in peace, and thank you for being
you.
- Submitted by Jane Steele

She began her artistic life as a watercolourist and painter,
and her subject matter usually involved nature. This she
transferred into hooking - sometimes taking an image
she had originally painted, transforming it into a glorious
piece of hooked fibre art. Her inspirations were varied,
and she collected some weird and wonderful stuff - birds
nests, skeletons, dried snake skins, fungi...….the patterns
in nature which could be translated into rug designs. Her
garden was a delight, and she definitely had green fingers.
We had a special group - the Good Hookin’ Women
(including Doris’s talented daughter, Mary) - and we
would take it in turns to host. Going to her house was a
thrill. We hooked with the birds - literally - and Doris
cooked as well as hooked, and sometimes we dyed always something different, always something fun,
always things to learn and be inspired by. We will miss
her, her generosity and kindness, and the rug hooking
world will miss one of their greats, if not the greatest.
I have taken many photos of Doris, but the one on the

Doris demonstrating her painting skills - the same
image, in water colour and in wool, and both
looking glorious.
Photo by Jane Steele 16 June 2015.

Doris was a founding member and life member of
the Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia, as well as
Honourary President. She also wrote Hooker’s
Ramblings for The Loop, at it’s inception,- Ed..
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A Word From Our

Our AGM in Pictou gave a great start to my term as
President of the Guild. The AGM was so well planned,
well executed and appreciated. Our thanks to Shirley
Joyce, Debbie Russell from New Glasgow and Diane
Penney from Antigonish. Our thanks also to Betty Tilsley
and Anne Lockhart who put together the display of Linda
MacDonald’s rugs for the Teachers Branch Workshops.
Great job! I left the AGM with memories and a newly
elected team of dedicated people leading our Guild.
As I drove into the AGM venue on Friday afternoon, I
was greeted by so many happy hookers who were
enjoying the Teachers Branch workshops, “In
Remembrance of Linda MacDonald”. My thanks to
the teachers who shared their knowledge of our hooking
traditions. It was a very special event.
I also thank our Teachers Branch for the Whimsy
Workshops they are holding throughout our Maritime
provinces. I could not say it better than Doris Norman
on our Facebook Group, “I have been a member of this
dedicated group of teachers for a few decades. We share
and grow each time we meet, especially during the
Professional Development Days. The Teachers Branch
Whimsy Workshops, held in the three Maritime
Provinces, were a credit to this wonderful group of
teachers.” And, from Della Ackles, “I thought it was
awesome, everyone helping each other, that is what it is
all about!”. Yes, this is what it is all about.
I am looking forward to our Board of Directors meeting
in Truro on November 22. We are having a special
meeting to plan, to understand our roles in the Guild and
to get to know each other as we work together over the
next two years. Please turn to page 39 to see the names
of your new officers and board members. They are
your link to this organization. Please reach out to them
with your ideas and your concerns. The more we know,
the more we communicate, the better we will be as a
Guild.
As a Guild, we have just completed 40 years of practicing
and spreading our art form and now celebrate 40 years
of offering a highly respected week-long Rug School. I
am looking forward to our next 40 years and am proud
to be leading such a successful organization.
- Ann Jones, President
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With caring thoughts to family
and friends of:
Doris Eaton
Kay Morrison of the Spanish Bay
Friendship Matters
Margaret Tupper on the
loss of her husband
Joan Bogle on the loss of her son
Meredith Dease on the
loss of her husband
Pat Nickerson on the loss of her husband
Cindy Noble on the loss of her father
Hella Haun, The Quoddy Loopers
At this special time of year I wish everyone a happy
holiday season, spent with family, friends and your
rug hooking pals. Enjoy the winter and have a safe
and healthy New Year.
Ed.
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The Loop Submission Deadline
Dates for 2020
To ensure prompt delivery of our magazine to its
readers, please have all articles, reports, ads, etc.
submitted BEFORE the following deadline dates.

Please Note When sending articles with photos, please do not send
photos embedded in the article. Please send the article
and the photos as separate attachments via email.
Digital photos should be high-resolution for the best
results. Gallery photos must include the guild member
rug hooker’s name and the designer’s name, if known.

• February 14, 2020 for the Spring issue
• May 15. 2020 for the Summer issue
• August 14, 2020 for the Fall issue

Send submissions to:
Frieda Perry, Editor
Email: perryhome@eastlink.ca
The Editor of The Loop Magazine retains exclusive control over the content and format. All information
submitted for publication will be subject to and will be included or excluded in the magazine on the sole
discretion of the Editor.

Placing an Ad in The Loop:
To place an ad in upcoming issues of The Loop, the contact
person is Shirley Joyce, Publicist. She will require the
information for the ad and the ad size. If your ad requires
logos or special graphics, it must be sent camera-ready. If
you have any questions regarding placing an ad, contact
Shirley by email: epls.shirley@gmail.com or phone 902485-8813. An invoice will be issued once your request
has been made. PREPAYMENT is required before placing
an ad in The Loop. Cheques are to be made payable to the
RHGNS. These details are included in the invoice that will
be sent to you once you place your ad.

The Guild Vest Retires

Advertising Rates for The Loop 2020
Size Options

Dimensions

Full Page
1/2 Page
1/3 Page
1/4 Page
1/8 page (portrait)
1/8 page (horizontal)
Business Card

7 x 9.75 inches
7 x 4.75 inches
7 x 3.25 inches
3.25 x 4.75 inches
2.25 x 3.5 inches
3.5 x 2.25 inches
3.5 x 2 inches

Fee
$160
80
60
40
25
25
20

RHGNS Website

Please send your photos, events
and news to the Website Liaison, Abby Cameron at
undertherugstudio@gmail.com.
At our Guild AGM in October we decided to “retire”
The Guild Vest - a part of our history of 40 years as a
guild and 40 years offering a rug school.
Those of you who attended rug school in the early days
will remember Joan Stephenson’s high energy and
outrageous wool auctions. In 2006, Joan created the
vest, wore and auctioned it right off her back. Since
then, it has traveled to the Annapolis Valley with Carol
Thorne, to Prince Edward Island twice, once with Valarie
Moore and then Pat Blackett & Anne Lockhart owned
it, to New Brunswick with Doris Norman, Mary Grant,
and where Helen Dunstan Blackie and Debbie Lessard
added the New Brunswick flower, the purple violets.
Dwight Gallagher added a pewter hook. Marilyn Burns
added a Yarmouth 250 Anniversary pin. The last owner,
Barbara-Ann Himelman, added the braids.
If any of you owned it, what did you add? What
memories does it bring back to you? I remember Joan
as the greatest auctioneer ever! Throwing rolls of wool
to the winners.
The vest made a lot of money for the Guild and will now
be placed in our archives.
Thank you, Joan.
- Ann Jones, President
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University Student
Researches Rug
Hooking in Nova Scotia
In March, I was contacted by Ashley Riddett, MA student
in Art History at the University of Victoria, in British
Columbia. Her major research area is in the history of
Hooked Rugs/Mats from Nova Scotia.
Ashley was interested in looking into the connections
between Folk Art and Hooked Rugs/Mats, their transition
from floor (traditional use and functions) to wall (as art
in galleries), and combining past research done to
interviewing a variety of people who are involved with
the art of hooking.

I will continue to stay in touch as my research
continues and things unfold. Again, thank you for
helping me access a significant part of the hooking
community in Nova Scotia.
I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer in that
beautiful place which holds a special part of my
research and a special place in my heart.
Sincerely,
Ashley Riddett
P.S. Attached is an image of my first hooked piece,
which I completed during my field research trip this
summer.”

Ashely travelled to our province this past summer and
met with several individuals to hear their stories about
rug hooking. When she returned back home she sent
me a note that reads:
“Hello Linda Alderdice,
I am now back in Victoria on Vancouver Island after
my six-week field research stay to Nova Scotia.
It was a wonderful, fruitful research trip and also
just a great way to spend my summer.
I was able to meet with many knowledgeable people
on the topic of hooking and I successfully
interviewed a total of 11 persons; all with their own
important and insightful perspectives around their
experiences.
Upon reflection, I am amazed by the diversity of
information and the enthusiasm for hooking that
shines through in the interview responses. Hooking
is indeed alive and well in Nova Scotia.
At this moment, I am in the process of going through
these 11 interviews/oral histories that occurred this
past July and selecting some potentially key responses
to look into more, in connection with other research
that I have done and will continue to be doing around
rug/mat hooking in Nova Scotia.
I would like to thank you in your efforts concerning
my Masters research project that I am working on
via the Art History and Visual Studies Department at
the University of Victoria. You have helped me reach
out to some of the hooking community through the
RHGNS, which led to me being able to connect with
and interview a few wonderful hookers. I also
appreciate that you have provided me with important
material on the history of the RHGNS.

I sincerely thank all of you who agreed to spend some
time with Ashely and share your rug hooking stories and
knowledge to help her with her research project. Her
research project will be recorded in a document that she
has agreed to share once it is completed.
- Submitted by Linda Alderdice
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Halifax Region Rug
Hookers Celebrate
RHGNS’ 40th
The Scott Manor House exhibit this past summer (August
5th to 10th), was the Halifax Region’s 40th Anniversary
celebration submission. Roberta Palmer, with help from
Faith Piccolo and many others, mounted the show with
care and precision, using dowels, loops, safety pins, etc.
to hang the mats. There were so many that the larger
pieces were laid out on tables.
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Large
Poppies,
hooked by
Patsy
Gorveatte
and designed
by Doug
Rankin

It was a fantastic, creative expression with a number of
exceptional pieces. We had a tremendous turnout to see
the show, many of whom were interested in taking up
the craft.

Tulips,
hooked and designed by Celia Charlton
- Submitted by Martha Meschino,
Regional Director, Halifax Region

Stained Glass Flowers,
hooked by Bernice Robertson and
designed by Joan Moshimer

Abstract Village,
hooked by Vivien Worden and
designed by Karla Gerard
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New Brunswick East News
Up to now our 2019 year has been busy and fun. Early
in the year, Debbie Lessard conducted a creative course,
“Hooking Plaid”. Those that took the course produced
some amazing rugs.
We are keeping our weekly meetings fresh and interesting
by having show and tell and having in-house projects,
e.g. a quillie Christmas Wreath.

presented

Some of us and a friend from Saint John took part in a
project for the Lutes Mountain Museum. We hooked
panels (pictured above), depicting the nine original land
grants given to German settlers to establish the Township
of Moncton in 1766.
The Moncton hooking community lost a dear friend in
Addy Laplante some time ago. Her generosity extended
beyond her passing - leaving her wool and patterns to
the local groups. Sales from this were donated to the
YMCA Community Gardens, one of her many passions.
- Submitted by Mary Lou Bath and Doris Joanis,
Past Time Matters Moncton, NB

AGM Awards

Debbie Smith, (left in photo above and top right)
Regional Diretor for South Shore accepts a Lifetime
Membership Award, to be presented to Carol HarveyClark, and an Honourary Membership Award, to be
presented to Bruce Bolivar, Bolivar Cutters from VicePresident Ann Jones (right and top right).

On October 29th, at Trinity United in Rose Bay, I had
the pleasure of presenting Bruce Bolivar with his
Honourary Membership Award and Carol Harvey-Clark
with her Lifetime Membership Award. Both winners
were very surprised, and thanked us for nominating them.
We had a room full of rug hookers on hand for the
celebration. Refreshments were enjoyed by all of us
and it was a very enjoyable afternoon.
Congratulations to our very deserving winners.
- Submitted by Debbie Smith, Director South Shore

SPRUCE TOP
RUG HOOKING
STUDIO
255 Main Street
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia
Phone: 902-624-9312
Toll Free: 1-888-784-4665
www.sprucetoprughookingstudio.com
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NS Fibre Arts Festival
Rug Show
Our Nova Scotia Fibre Arts Festival Rug Show had
another successful run this year on October 18 th and
19th at the Community Credit Union Business Innovation
Centre on Ratchford Street in Amherst. The show,
entitled “From Hearts to Hands”, hosted the work of 49
artists, mainly from Westmoreland County in New
Brunswick, Cumberland and Colchester Counties in Nova
Scotia and a couple of pieces from Southern Ontario.
We had over 200 pieces on display this year, ranging
from first rugs to the work of rug hooking teachers. We
had something for everyone, and every type, size and
style of hooking, some as small as hand-held 3D pieces,
up to wonderful large 5 foot wall hangings and everything
in-between.

Despite the cool, damp weather we were visited by 225
rug enthusiasts. Most folk were from the Maritimes but
we also had guests from as far away as BC in Canada
and from the US as well. As usual, our local sponsoring
rug hooking groups, the Northport Loopers and the
Amherst Town and Country Thrummers did a wonderful
job in setting up our display. No minor feat with the
blustery day we had to work with, thank you gals. A big
thank you as well to all the individuals and groups who
entrusted us the work of their hearts and hands this year.

pieces again next October so be ready. Bigger and better
next year!

As well as our rug show, this year the Festival hosted
the Group of Seven and Friends Show at the Cumberland
County Museum. This is a stunning tribute to the work
of the Group of Seven artists with many of their uniquely
Canadian paintings interpreted in wool. The colour, the
texture, the landscapes. I found it so beautiful and inspiring!
Thank you ladies for bringing your art to our area.
- Submitted by Polly Verstraten,
Northport Loopers Rug Hookers

Welcome Cindy

We instituted a new aspect to the show this year with
the opportunity for visitors to vote for People’s Choice
from the pieces on display. Congratulations to our 1st
place winner, Heather Lemoine for her Waterton Cougar
framed piece, 2nd place, Tanya McNutt for her Miracle
of Christmas wall hanging and our 3rd place tie to Barb
Murray for her Blue Willow rug and Polly Verstraten for
her William Morris Hare cushion.
A special thank you to the Community Credit Union
Business Innovation Center for the use of their
Boardroom as our venue. This is our third year in this
bright, open spacious room. We have had wonderful
comments on how well the space works for a show of
our size. We hope to be back next year to showcase
more lovely work. We will be looking for lots of lovely

Cindy Pettipas, a new RHGNS member from Toney
River, Pictou County, NS, decided to do the AGM
Bluenose workshop and the Bluenose Schooner as her
great-grandmother did.
Here she is standing beside the mat that her greatgrandmother, Mattie Morgan from Central Caribou,
Pictou Co. NS, completed over 65 years ago.
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Life on the Water Closes
The closing tea and hook-in for Life on the Water, our
5th annual exhibit at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic
in Lunenburg, was held on October 9th .

Shirley Carey
enjoying the tea
and afternoon at
the Museum

Second place went
to James Earle who
designed and
hooked The Great
Blue Heron

After counting the 3,033 votes that were cast for Viewers
Choice, it was exciting to announce a tie for first place.
Here are the results you have been waiting for:

Viewers Choice

First place was shared by Sheila Mason who designed
and hooked Life Or No Life: Our Choice (above) and
Wendy Richardson who designed and hooked Rumsey
Lake. (below).

Third place went to The Old Salt’s Dream, hooked by
Heather Gordon and designed by Susan Leslie/
Encompassing Designs.
We would like to thank all of the 28 participating artists
for making this summer’s exhibit so awe-inspiring: Linda
Baltzer, Shirley Brown, Shirley Carey, Shirley Crockett,
Ann Dunkee, Earle James, Donna Fleming, Krista Garber,
Heather Gordon, Carol Harvey-Clark, Joann Hudson,
Kelly James, Sheila Levy, Lesley Marshall, Heidi Martin,
Sheila Mason, Carla Middelburg, Cora Mae Morse,
Dawn Negus, Barbara Oldfield, Heather Reid, Wendy
Richardson, Debbie Smith, Frances Taylor, Alice
Whitman, Shelley Withers, and Carolyn Young.
- Submitted by Heather Gordon, Committee Member
Look for the registration form for 2020
- A Fishermans Life - on the inside back
of the dust cover of this magazine.
- Ed.
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RHGNS AGM News

11

Held, October 18 & 19, 2019 in Pictou, NS
All AGM photos are courtesy of Lil Gruntz, NB

RHGNS Teachers Branch

L to R: Dee Schickler; Chris Hay, Associate; Anne Lockhart; Wanetta Evans; Ruth Downing, President;
Beth Calabrese; Patsy Gorveatte; Dwight Gallagher; Donna Gass; Donna Legere; Tracy Holmes;
Celia Charlton; Doris Norman; Judy Sadler, Associate; Ellen Tancock, Associate.

Guest Speaker, Friday Evening

Incoming Executive Members

Lorne Julien, Warrior on the Hill, a Mi’kmaq artist
from Millbrook First Nation, with some of his
artwork that has been replicated
in wool by various RHGNS members.

Front row (l to r): Yvonne Graves, Fairs &
Exhibitions; Barbara Himelman, Vice-President;
Ruth Downing, Teachers Branch President;
Ann Jones, President
Back row (l to r): Linda Alderdice, Past President
and Heritage Mat Registry; Lil Gruntz,
Membership; Patsy Gorveatte, Rug School
Director; Cathy Lowe, Archivist; Frieda Perry,
Loop Editor; Connie Pettigrew, Treasurer;
Shirley Joyce, Publicist
(missing is Abby Cameron, Web Liaison
and Terry Mills, Secretary)

Outgoing Executive Members

L to R: Frieda Perry, Loop Editor; Ann Jones, VicePresident; Dwight Gallagher, Past President;
Linda Alderdice, President, Cathy Lowe, Archivist

12

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 42 (1) Winter 2019

Beyond a Simple
Thank You
Throughout 2019, the 40th Anniversary year of the
RHGNS, I expressed my enthusiasm for this special
milestone and my thanks for the support I received. In
my Regional Director’s reports for board meetings, my
articles in the The Loop, personal visits, chats and emails,
I have thanked individuals for their contributions to the
calendar, poster, the Special Edition of the Loop and their
participation in rug hooking displays and exhibits.
As the end of the year is fast approaching, there are two
particular groups that I still need to extend my gratitude to.

With a great deal of heartfelt thought, commitment and
organization, Ruth Downing and members of the Teachers
Branch have done an outstanding job of commemorating
the 40th Anniversary of the RHGNS. Throughout New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island,
hundreds of Guild and non-Guild members are hooking
Sylvia MacDonald’s “Whimsy” pattern. The Teachers
Branch workshop with the four Bluenose patterns in
memory of Linda MacDonald at the AGM was an
overwhelming success. Not only were these workshops
creatively fun but they gave many of us the chance to
honour very strong, vibrant and forward-looking women
dedicated to the RHGNS.
In different regions, in different venues, at different times
with different teachers but with the same love of rug
hooking at the core, the Teachers Branch workshops
made it all possible. Each experinece was truly a
celebration and unique opportunity.
Thanks for the memories.
- Submitted by Ann Marie Harley,
40th Anniversary Committee Chair

Cornflowers, Hooked by Wendy Johnson,
designed by Dorothy Sweet
The first is the Halifax regional group. With posters,
reminders and press releases, Roberta Palmer and Faith
Piccolo of the Kingfishers coordinated a Rug Hooking
Show and Sale as part of the Halifax Region’s contribution
to the 40th anniversary celebration. It was held at Scott
Manor House Museum, Bedford, NS for five days from
August 5 - 10. The five rug hooking groups that contributed
62 rugs and 10 miscellaneous hooked offerings for display
truly honoured this treasured art form. Thank you.
The second group that went to extraordinary lengths to
promote both rug hooking and the RHGNS is the Teachers
Branch. Of the seventeen (17) rug hooking group events
that occurred within the year, the Teachers Branch
sponsored nine (9) of them.

EWE-NIQUE
BOUTIQUE
FIBRE ARTS EMPORIUM
9 WATER STREET
OXFORD, NS
P. O. BOX 599
B0M 1P0
902-552-WOOL (9665)
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
9 AM - 5 PM
- 100% HAND DYED WOOL
& TEXTURED WOOL
- WORKSHOPS
- FRIENDLY OPEN ENVIRONMENT
- ONLINE ORDERING

Whimsy, hooked and designed by
Sylvia MacDonald

Email:
SHOP@EWE-NIQUE.CA

Website:
WWW.EWE-NIQUE.CA
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Cape Breton News
Well this fall has been a very wet one in our neck of the
woods but it hasn’t kept us from keeping busy.
A group of community minded hookers from the Down
East Rug Hookers braved the cold breezes to help out at
Fort Petrie with their fall clean up. Fort Petrie is a local
military museum and they were very happy to receive help
with getting spruced up in time for Remembrance Day.

Braving the winds off the water for Fall clean-up
In warmer activities the local group Spanish Bay rug
hookers invited everyone to a hook-in where we all
enjoyed the usual amazing feast and a terrific display of
the groups rug hooking projects. It was a beautiful sunny
day and a good time was had by all, thank you ladies for
a great event.
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The Old School House Rug Hookers had a very special
project this fall. After one of their members, Sheila Dennis
passed away, her daughter donated Sheila’s rug hooking
supplies to the group. Using this wool the group completed
a version of Grandma’s Garden and presented it back to
the family. Sheila’s daughter Terri was pleased and
surprised by the accomplishment.

Marilyn Gillan presenting the rug to Terri.
We are all planning our Christmas get togethers right
now and looking forward to celebrating the season
together.
On behalf of all Cape Breton rug hookers we would like
to wish you all the best of the season and a very happy
New Year. Hoping you all find time to pull a loop or two
over the holidays.
- Submitted by Joan MacKenzie, Director

New Brunswick West News
This past summer was a quiet one for us, as co- directors.
We both attended the Heritage Rug Hooking Guild’s
AGM, and afterwards, we enjoyed a lovely lunch, at the
Fredericton Inn, with everyone.
Linda Marchbank came to the area to teach her popular
Winter White workshop. It was three days of learning
and was well attended. All the ladies enjoyed themselves
very much. They show off their pieces below.

Connie attended the final session (until after summer
break) of the Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers, of which
we are both members. Connie will share that information
in the Legacy Loopers’ report.
We have been pleased that RHGNS members, both in
and out of our region, have been contacting us with
questions and/or concerns regarding RHGNS, and we
hope that everyone has been satisfied with our responses,
and follow-ups.
We always want to invite our RHGNS members, or those
who wish to become members, in our region of New
Brunswick West, to feel free to contact us anytime with
questions, concerns or suggestions. We want you to
remember, we are here to represent YOU.

14
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We both attended the Whimsy Workshop in Fredericton,
NB and the Bluenose Workshop in Pictou, NS. Both
workshops were well attended and enjoyed by all. We
want to thank the HRHG for hosting the Whimsy
Workshop and the Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough
Region for hosting the Bluenose workshop and the AGM.
We both attended our first AGM (in Pictou) and found it
a great learning experience. We look forward to working
with the newly elected Executive.
Lil was elected as the new Membership Director, but
will also remain co-director of NB West with Connie.

teaching style is wonderful and everyone enjoyed his
class.
They currently have an exhibit of hooked mats at Saint
John Arts Centre, honouring Andrew Carnegie on the
100 th Anniversary of his death. He was a wealthy
American philanthropist who believed in higher learning.
He funded the building of free public libraries all over
North America, including the building that the Carnegie
Rug Hookers call home. The Saint John Arts Centre
was a former Carnegie Free Public Library. The exhibit
runs from November 1 until December 20, 2019.

The Carnegie Rug Hookers enjoyed a summer of
hooking in small groups. Ann Irving invited the CRH to
her cottage in Shediac, in June, for a lovely day of hooking
in the sunshine. Catherine Seely shared her knowledge
of textiles, as they passed around some of her large
collection of fabrics and tried to guess the fiber content.
She then presided over a dye tutorial on fiber reactive
dyes. There were some interesting results using various
methods including shibourri.
In early summer, some members met and hooked with
Debbie Ballard, an Ontario rug hooker who was visiting
family in the area. They had a sneak peek at her article
on the Song Challenge which was in Rug Hooking
Magazine in September.
The Sussex Tearoom Hookers organized a hook-in in St.
Martins at the end of July and invited members of the
Carnegie group to join them.
Many of the CRH members went to the opening of the
200 Cushions project at the Historic Church in Barachois,
in late August. They were happy to meet the Cormier
family, owners of the 6 foot cushion which they hooked
for the church. The project, championed by Remi
Levesque was a huge success, with 247 cushions (so
far) from all over North America and International rug
hookers. It was a wonderful day.

The Carnegie Legacy, designed & hooked by
Alan Tibbetts, Carnegie Rug Hookers

Andrew Carnegie
Portrait, designed
& hooked by
Tzigane Caddell,
Carnegie Rug
Hookers

For those who are unable to attend the Carnegie Rug
Hookers regular Friday morning meetings, they now have
two evening groups. On Mondays they meet at the
Church of the Good Shepherd in West Saint John and
Edie Arsenault also hosts a Wednesday evening group in
her studio, in Rothesay.
The Christmas tree is up and decorated at SJAC with
the CRH’s handmade ornaments. Their annual
“Undecorate our Tree” fundraiser for SJAC invites the
public to purchase the ornaments.
L to R-Paula Weiss, Catherine Seely, Tzigane
Caddell, Judy Boudreau, Alan Tibbetts, Jean
McBrine, Lynn Kinsella
Dwight Gallagher taught a class on hooking skies, in
August, which many of their members attended. His

The Cathedral Matters group began to meet again on
Wednesday, September 11 and continue meeting biweekly, from 1 to 3 p.m. This group continues to meet
together to hook items which will be sold in December,
to raise funds for the restoration of the Christ Church
Cathedral in Fredericton, New Brunswick. They welcome
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everyone to come and hook with them, or just come for
a visit.
The Evening Matters group continues to meet at the
Cathedral Hall in Fredericton. They are a subsidiary of
The Heritage Rug Hooking Guild and have a membership
of 15.
The Heritage Rug Hooking Guild took the summer
off, but some of their members did enjoy attending two
“Cottage Hooking” gatherings. They resumed their biweekly meetings on Thursday, September 5 for the 2019/
2020 year.
At their AGM, a new Executive team was elected, which
consist of Sheila Black as President, Mary Grant as Past
President, Barb Trenholm as Vice-President, Barb
Goodine as Treasurer and Wilma Shephard as Secretary.
One of their members, Elizabeth Bastin, who is also a
RHGNS member and part of our Teachers Branch, had
taught a Beginner class and an Advanced Beginner class
at EdVentures in Fredericton, NB this summer.
Another of their members, Mary Grant , who is also a
RHGNS member and part of RHGNS Teachers Branch,
was the Artist in Residence at the Fredericton Arts
Alliance Casemate (FAA) in downtown Fredericton, NB,
from July 29 to August 4. The theme for the FAA this
year, was Trees, so Mary spent the week incorporating
indigenous New Brunswick trees into her Ingraham Story Mat.
(Read Mary’s article starting on page 19). In September and
October, Mary also did a Research Residency on ‘Natural
dyes of the area’ at Kings Landing (which is located at
5804 Hwy 102, Prince William, New Brunswick).
Mary also did research on the Kings Landing collection
of mats, in order to design two chair pads for a course
she taught called “Hooking the Past” on September 21
and 22 at Kings Landing.
The HRHG participated in the FredRec Fest on Saturday,
August 24, at Officers Square and the Carleton Street
Gateway. Members provided information on rug hooking,
the HRHG and the New Brunswick Mat Registry to the
public.
The HRHG members hosted the RHGNS 40 th
Anniversary Whimsy Free Workshop in Fredericton on
September 28 th. This workshop was put on by the
RHGNS’ Teachers Branch and everyone attending had
a wonderful time.

Retreat February 17 to 20; their Soup Lunch and “the
Sky’s the Limit” mat challenge in March. They will be
hosting their Annual hook-in on May 23 (take note that
their hook-in will be in May this year) which will wrap
up another wonderful year of pulling loops.
The Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers had a quiet, but
productive Spring, as members finished up long term
projects and made plans for upcoming workshops in the
fall. They welcomed three new members to their group
this year.
As a Summer closing activity, Joy Briggs hosted a fun
day of hooking at her camp. To add to this event, Judy
Barr shared some of her tips on dyeing wool and Connie
Haddad tried her hand at wool felting soap. Everyone
contributed to a delicious pot luck lunch and fun was had
by all.
The Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers reunited in September,
after a three-month summer hiatus. To start the season
off, in September, five of their members attended the
“Whimsy” workshop hosted by the HRHG in
Fredericton. It was a wonderful day of meeting with
friends and learning new techniques.
In October, three of their members attended the
“Bluenose” workshop in Pictou, NS. Although the drive
down, in torrential rains, left a lot to be desired, they
enjoyed the workshop and the Nova Scotia hospitality
was as always, second to none. They continue to meet
every other Tuesday at the Library in Plaster Rock, NB.
To celebrate “Library Month” and “Culture Days”, the
PRLL set up a display of their work at the Plaster Rock
Library. This display also included a heritage mat that
was acquired by Lil Gruntz over the summer. This mat
was hooked by James Henry Louis (1906 - 1978), who
lived in Juniper, NB. The mat will eventually become
part of the Mat Registry of New Brunswick. They also
set up a mat on a floor frame, using a Hit and Miss
pattern. This mat has provided an opportunity for
interested people from the community to come in and try
their hand at hooking. To advertise their display, the craft
of rug hooking, and their connection to the RHGNS, a
reporter from their local newspaper was kind enough to
come in and do an article.

This year the HRHG will be providing a “Wool Raffle”
at each meeting with proceeds going to the NB Mat
Registry.
Some upcoming events they are having include a
Tessellation Workshop in November with Beth Calabrese;
a Christmas Luncheon in December; their Villa Madonna
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Display at the Plaster Rock Library
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The PRLL recently purchased Dianne Fitzpatrick’s latest
book, through the Adopt-a-Book program. This will stay
in their local library for use in the community.
Their connection with the HRHG of Fredericton continues
to be a very positive aspect of the Plaster Rock Legacy
Loopers group, providing them with so many
opportunities to grow and learn.
The Quoddy Loopers continue to meet every
Wednesday evening, year-round. All are welcome to join
them, if you are in the area. It was with great sadness
that they announced the passing of one of their members,
Hella Haun, on July 26, 2019. Hella was a beautiful and
talented hooker. Anyone seeing her work would not have
realized that her pieces were hooked as she preferred to
use threads and small cut wool with a very low loop.
Due to health, Hella had not been able to join the group
for a couple of years.
The Knit East was back in St. Andrews at the Algonquin
Hotel on October 4, 5, and 6. They offered many courses
including rug hooking, instructed by Erin McKenna. If
you were in for some shopping, they had a wonderful
store with many venders offering up delicious yarns and
other related goods.
They had their annual Hurricane hook-in, on November
2nd. It was held at the Parish Hall in the St. Andrew
Catholic Church, in St. Andrews, NB. As always, there
was lots of food, great door prizes and great company. It
was wonderful to have Sande Gunning attend and
everyone enjoyed all her wool and other rug hooking
supplies she brought to sell.
We, as Regional co-directors, joined many members of
our groups within the NB West region in attending the
opening of the 200 cushions project at the Historic Church
in Barachois, NB, on August 18th. Many (including
ourselves) had donated hooked cushions for the 200
Project. Everyone had an amazing time and we enjoyed
seeing the beautiful building filled with colourful hooked
cushions and meeting other rug hookers from so many
areas. As we understand it, there are now over 250
cushions donated and a new challenge has started to
have at least one cushion from each of the USA states
join the cushions already at the church.

Maddie Way, a member of the
Carnegie Rug Hookers, was the
youngest participant to hook a
cushion for the Historic Church
in Barachois
- Submitted by
Lil Gruntz and Connie Haddad,
Regional Co-Directors

PEI News

Regular meetings started up again in September for the
three main rug hooking groups on PEI and things started
off with a bang. In September, i n Charlottetown, the
200+
cushions
travelled from Grand
Barachois
(just
before Hurricane
Dorian hit) for a
week-long exhibition
at the Kirk of St.
James. The work
was really well
received, as well as
the exhibited material
from the local
needlework guild.
Also during the week of September 9th, dozens and
dozens of hooked mats, pillows, and other items were on
view at the bi-annual Stories in Stitches at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church and Parish Hall. As a bonus, all that
public exposure brought in a few new hookers to the
groups. In October,in Summerside, the Lady Slipper rug
hookers held their annual silent auction. The Island Matters
auction and pot luck will take place on December 14th.
Always lots of bargains - both hooking related and not!

Island Matters Past-president Shelagh Lindley,
pictured centre, was presented with a basket of
houseplants by members of the Education
Committee in recognition of her leadership and
inspiration to the group, especially for the several
rug hooking exhibitions she has organized on PEI
over the last few years.
- Submitted Paula Kenny, Director

www.mooseriverstudio.com
14 Clementsport Road
Clementsport, NS B0S 1E0
Phone 902-638-3200
info@mooseriverstudio.com
Where every visit is an adventure!
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mediums and I hear they are a lively group with lots of
laughs, so be sure and visit them!

Cumberland News
Fall is fading quickly, and winter will soon be upon us.
What a busy fall it has been.
A hook-in was held in Advocate in early September in
honour of Marilyn Welton. The loss of this lady has
been felt far and wide, and well beyond the boundaries
of Cumberland County. Marilyn will be remembered as
a friend to all, a wonderful rug hooker, as well as a true
artist.When you pull a few loops on your next project,
please raise a glass of wine in tribute to a great lady.

Memory
Board for
Marilyn
Welton

The Northport Loopers held a hook-in September, and the
Town and Country Thrummers held one in October. Both
were well attended and loads of fun. Well done ladies !

Northport
Loopers
Hook-in

The AGM in Pictou this year was fantastic. There were
lots of ladies from all over, but we would love to see
more. It is so much fun. Be sure and put it on your
calendar for next year in PEI! How fun will that be?
We are happy to announce we have two new groups in
Cumberland County. The Beachside Hookers who met
during the summer at the Ottawa House in Parrsboro
for several years, have found a permanent home at the
Geological Museum. They meet every Monday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and would be happy to have you visit if
you are in the area. The group will continue to meet at
the Ottawa House during the months of July and August.
Our second group, The Oxford Woolf Pack is in Oxford.
They meet on Monday evenings at Ewe-nique Boutique
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. This group welcomes all fibre arts

The Town and Country Thrummers of Amherst have
changed their day and time for their group. They will
now be meeting 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Tuesdays, at Della’s
Rug Hooking Shop, 639 Willow St, Amherst.
Our Nova Scotia Fibre Arts Festival Rug Show had
another successful run this year on October 18 th and
19th in Amherst. It was a beautiful display, and well
attended.
Remsheg Rug Hookers are winding down their 25th
Anniversary celebrations. The annual hook-in raised over
$2,000 in support of the Wallace and Area Museum and
the ‘bring your own plate and flatware’ campaign was a
huge success. Thanks to those who came and enjoyed
the day.
We celebrated our anniversary by having a tea and
inviting former Remshegers to join us. In spite of Dorian’s
aftermath a good time was had by all. It was lovely to
see old faces.
As some of you may know, I have taken on the position
of Vice President of the RHGNS. We are therefore
looking for someone to take over as Regional Director
for Cumberland County. This position is not a great deal
of work but it is a lot of fun. You will meet so many
wonderful people and certainly expand your knowledge
of rug hooking. Please consider steeping outside your
comfort zone, and volunteering for your Guild.
I would like to wish all a very Merry Christmas, and health
and happiness in the New Year. Keep on Hooking!
- Submitted Barbara Himelman, Director

Pictou, Antigonish &
Guysborough News
This year the AGM was hosted by our District. Together
with Debbie Russell (Bluenose Descendants) and Diane
Penny (Antigonish Highland Hookers) and myself,
Shirley Joyce, we met over the past year and a half
making sure all “t’s” were crossed and all “i’s” dotted.
We worked alongside the Teachers Branch in helping to
host the Workshop in remembrance of Linda MacDonald.
What a day it was, on Friday October 18th, there were 120
people who attended, not including the teachers. To this
day I am still getting compliments to pass onto the teachers.
It was a major success. Hookers couldn’t believe how
many door prizes were given out nor could they believe the
beautiful baskets the Teachers put together as prizes.
The evening was enjoyed, as Lorne Julien, a local artist
from Truro, known as “Warrior On The Hill”, spoke of
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his beautiful works of art. When he opened for questions,
many hands went into the air.
The refreshments on Friday evening and lunch on
Saturday were catered by Pantry Kitchen. Their food
was amazing. I would like to say a special than you to
the Teachers Branch of the Guild for a fabulous workshop
and also to Betty Tilsley and Anne Lockhart for helping
with the display of Linda MacDonald’s rugs. Thank you
to the Fisheries Museum for donating the display board
for her rugs and to Eldon MacDonald for allowing us to
show them off. I can’t forget Pat Christensen who is
the co-ordinator for Handcraft Division at the Pictou
Exhibition. She donated the display boards for the “Best
of the Maritime Mats” and for the mats the teachers
hooked just for the Workshop.
There were two Vendors for the 2 days, All About Ewe
from Westivlle and Ewe-nique Boutique from Oxford. Both
had such beautiful material and other products to sell.
The weekend following, the Little Harbour and the
Bluenose Descendants worked together to host a hookin at the Little Harbour Community Centre. The
atmosphere was perfect and so was the food. Ewe-nique
Boutique set up shop for the day. I was only able to get
a picture of half of the hooking group that hosted the
hook-in. This group below, the Bluenose Descendants,
meet every Wednesday evening. I am so happy to say
that all are RHGNS Members.

Antigonish Highland Hookers continue to meet every
Monday evening and are still getting new members. They
hooked a mat called “Grandma’s Mat” and raffle tickets
are for sale at the “Gathering Place” at St. Martha’s
Regional Hospital and different locations in Antigonish
until November 29th. The money raised will go to the
Hospital Auxiliary towards equipment. The group is also
planning their Christmas dinner for January, as they have
each year, because December is so hectic for their
members. Money raised from this will go toward charity.
In the past they’ve donated to the Food Bank and the
Fuel Fund.
Since I am taking on more responsibility for the Guild, I
decided to look for a co-director and Jane Wile has
stepped up to fill that position. Please welcome Jane as
co-director.
On November 15th,, I spent the day teaching some new

rug hookers from Arisaig Pictou County, how to whip
their rugs. They were taught rug hooking back in
February. This was their final class. Here’s the photo I
took of our 6 new rug hookers. I had a great time with
them, We even had a go at herringbone finishing.

So, all in all it was a busy October in our area. I can’t
wait to put down the pencil and pick up a hook. Happy
Hooking.
- Submitted Shirley Joyce, Director

Dartmouth News
The Dartmouth Heritage Matters have been very busy
this fall. We are a very big group, 78 members, and have
to be organised to get things done! The first few weeks
were spent doing just that, making plans for the year and
of course, hooking! We had a fabulous day of hooking
at the Mic Mac Aquatic Canoe Club. We were served a
delicious lunch of soup and sandwiches, dessert, tea and
coffee. Everyone had a window seat and a great view
of lovely Lake Banook. In October, we held two beginner
classes for some of our newer members. These were
taught by Ellen Tancock and were, by all accounts, a
huge success. Another beginner class will be held in the
new year. We had an appreciation day to thank those
who have worked so hard, fulfilling many of the roles
necessary for a happy, successful group.

L to R - Lois James, Shirley Neville,
Debra Parsons and Beth Jewer
Also in October, our Group of Seven Collection was
shown at the Fibre Arts Festival in Amherst. Thanks to
all who made this possible! Halloween happened to fall
on our regular hooking day and turned into quite the day!
Lots of food and treats and a few scary guests! A good
laugh for sure! Many of our group attended hook-ins in
Memory Lane, Nicholsville, Bridgewater, the Museum,
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Black Point and the AGM! So many wonderful places
to visit and friends to meet!
November got off to a great start with the wonderful
Whimsy workshop in honour of Sylvia Mac Donald. We
had 82 participants including our teachers, which made
for a very busy but successful day of hooking! A parade
of the finished mats will be held in mid-January. On
November 13, a rug hooked by our group in honour of
former member Bonnie Loomer, who died of ALS, was
dedicated and hung in the ALS Clinic, in the presence of
her family. Thanks to Vivien Blamire for making this
happen. There are lots of great things coming up for our
group as well, including a craft sale and Christmas
potluck. From all of us in the Dartmouth Heritage Matters
have a joyous and peaceful Holiday Season !
- Submitted by Debra Parsons, Co-Director

From the Teachers
Branch
You Can’t See the Forest for the Trees
Most of us have hooked a forest, a tree or a leaf at some
time. The Fredericton Arts Alliance theme for 2019 was
trees. For a week, as one of their Artists in Residence, I
concentrated on adding trees to a story mat. The story
is of the Ingraham family who came as loyalists to
Fredericton in 1783 and travelled across and then upriver
where they built a beautiful home on the banks of the
Saint John River in 1830. If you have ever been to Kings
Landing near Fredericton, you will have seen this home
as it has been preserved. Much of a settler’s life
depended on the forests and its inhabitants. Trees
provided lumber for shelters, furniture, implements,
vehicles and farm machinery. Trees also provided fuel,
bark for tanning, natural dyes and a habitat for wildlife
which was a food source for the families. Trees also
provided food directly, as in maple sap, apples, and various
nuts. The Maliseet in the region used trees for canoes,
paddles, baskets, and the poles for their tepees. I
collected some techniques over the week and will share
them in this article.
1. Skeleton of the tree: Drawing trees on a mat begins
with the skeleton of the tree, i.e. the trunk and branches.
Winter is a particularly good time to study trees as with
the leaves gone, you can really see the skeleton. Elms
were once abundant along the shores of the Saint John
River. If you look at the leafless structure of the elm, it
stands proudly, straight up till it branches into a
fountainhead of smaller branches.

Ingraham Mat Stately Elms
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The apple tree on the other hand has a rather gnarled
trunk with branches very close to the ground unless they
are pruned. This structure makes it much easier to pick
off the fruit. The maples have straighter trunks, but branch
out lower than elms and higher than the apple trees,
making it easier to tap them for sap. I think we are all
familiar with a stand of silver birch, thin structures which
can bend in the wind or when coated with ice or snow
growing stright up with thin branches nearing the top.
One of the major resources

After the Ice
Storm - skeleton
of a willow

in the Fredericton area was the Eastern White Pine with
its exceedingly straight and long trunk, rising well above
the canopy of the other trees, a perfect selection for the
masts of ships. Among the evergreens, the Balsam Fir
abounds, in fact it is the provincial tree of New
Brunswick. There are also stands of pine and those of
spruce. Each one has its own structure. If one is not
lucky enough to see these trees in their leafless state,
the internet is a great resource for photos and sketches
of trees during all seasons. My sketch book is full of
pages of single trees as well as groups of trees. I can
see the structure as well as the colours of the leaves at
various times of the year. Not that I always pay attention.
I had a good laugh when I realized I had hung sap tins on
a maple loaded with gold, red and yellow leaves. Just a
little error in the season. Once I took the leaves off, I
realized that I hadn’t done justice to the structure of the
maple and it needed to be reworked.

Ingraham Mat
Stand of Birch

The density of the branches and the thickness of a stand
of trees will determine how much background hooking
will be noticeable. A stand of birches will have
individually distinct trunks, much more distinct than an
orchard, where the trunks are grey brown and fade into
the background. After all, it is the brightness of the apples
which attracts your eye to the apple trees. An apple
tree forms almost a ball with its branches heading almost
horizontally very close to the ground.
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2. Bark: Hooking the bark is dependent on the colour
and texture of the bark. Some trees like birches, have
smooth bark of white with the distinctive black horizontal
patches. You may be able to purchase wool with the
markings already in the wool. However, if the birch on
your mat is large, you may have to put in the horizontal
bars with charcoal grey, lighter grey and black and finish
up with the white bark. An elm is relatively smooth and
greyer in colour to an Eastern White Pine which is still
smooth but a grey brown, with no horizontal lines. An
oak has great vertical fissures in the bark, and the use of
short lines of darks and lights browns will achieve the
roughness of the oak. In this instance a textured wool
with a definite stripe of mediums and darks may work
nicely. Don’t be afraid to try a mixure of wools and put
in only short lines at a time in order to achieve a roughness
in the texture.

the one ahead of it. Don’t be afraid of adding a hill of
colour to your rug hooking, add feature trees and fill in
the rest with a variety of seasonal colours. The odd dark
green of evergreens will give it interest as will an
occasional outcropping of rocks. In achieving this, it is
best to put in the specimen evergreens or rocks before
filling in the rest.

3. Leaves: Adding leaves to trees is also very important.
If you look at a tree, the leaves are never all the same
colour. The way the sun hits them, or how the wind
turns them, gives each leaf individuality. However, if
your trees are relatively small on a large mat, you might
find that textured wool really helps depict the variations.
One of my challenges has been hooking a butternut tree.
The individual branches have about nine leaves coming
out on either side of a narrow branch. Only by doing
individual loop offshoots was I able to achieve this effect.
Here the skeletal structure of the tree itself gave the
overall effect of the butternut. One must realize that in
small areas, the detail of the individual tree may not be
possible, so one must stick to the colour and the overall
shape to give impact. It may be a bit of subterfuge, but
putting a paddle or baskets beside an ash tree will give
the viewer a hint to the identity of the tree. Not all trees
are as distinctive as the silver birch, an apple tree with
dots of red fruit on it, or the autumn colours of the sugar
maple.

In summary, first hook in the skeleton, paying attention
to the bark and branches. Next add the leaves being
careful to be true to the density of the foliage, leaving
spaces for the background to show through. Follow up
with the hints of background be that sky or a neutral
land colour. Try out textures in the bark and leaves. If
the background seems to be hiding the foliage, try it with
reverse hooking.

Ingraham
Mat in
progress

I had a wonderful week learning about trees and trying
to depict them in my mat. The mat is still in progress
and I know I have apple trees, cedars and a hill of sugar
maples along with a pine forest to add to it. It definitely
has been an enjoyable learning experience. Hopefully
my experience will give you some assistance and
inspiration.
- Submitted by Mary Grant

Congratulations

Background: Traditionally the sky will be the background
that is seen through the branches and leaves of the tree.
However, on a story mat, you may have grass or land as
the background. After a week of hooking small stands
or clumps of trees, I was dissatisfied with the look of
some of these groups. When I hooked in a background
of the land (beiges or greens), I lost the distinctness of
the foliage. I soon learned that a background of green
behind green leaves didn’t work well. Once I used a
neutral colour, things worked much better. To emphasize
the leaves and general structure of the trees, I found
that reverse hooking the background through the leaves
worked very well. Reverse hooking is achieved by
turning your work over and hooking the spaces in from
the back of the work. The effect is that the background
will be lower and smoother than your other hooking.
Individual specimen trees are important, especially in a
homestead where you want to give the impression of
what trees were important, but groups of trees also fill in
backgrounds. For instance, a sugar bush will often be
on a hill, with each level of tree tops forming higher than

The Teachers Branch Admissions Committee critiqued
Dwight Gallagher’s work and are pleased to announce
that he has successfully completed all the requirements
for becoming a fully accredited member of the Branch.
Congratulations Dwight, well done!
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40th Annual Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School
May 2 – May 8, 2020
Please note that there are 3 application forms. Read carefully and choose the form applicable to you.
1; 5-day classes plus 2 weekend workshops 2; OYO plus all workshops 3;Workshops only

5 DAY CLASSES
We are pleased to accept applications from 2019-2020 members of RHGNS. – http//rhgns.com/membership/.
Membership with the RHGNS is a requirement to attend Rug School. This year the Registrar will accept applications
two ways: electronically or by Canada Post. BOTH no earlier than January 1, 2020.
The application form can be found on the website of the RHGNS under the heading RUG SCHOOL 2020.
Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _______________________________ Cell Phone:_________________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City/Town: _____________________________________________ Province/State: __________________
Postal/Zip Code: _________________________________ Email:________________________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________ Phone: ______________________________
_________ I AGREE to have my Confirmation and Registration packages sent electronically via EMAIL.
OR
_________ I wish to have my Confirmation package sent by Canada Post. The Registration package will be
picked up on arrival at SchooL. Please list your choices of classes, from your first priority to third priority, below:
1.____________________________________________________________________________________________
2.____________________________________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________________________________
This year we are pleased to offer you two choices for two-day workshops being held on the weekend starting
Saturday May 2, 2020.
Please check your choice below. Please note that there may be a kit fee for these. A full description and photo may
be found on the Guild website.
Saturday and Sunday May 2nd and 3rd two-day Workshops
Advanced Beginners with Wanetta Evans________________ $120.00
Framing Techniques with Gail Lambert__________________ $120.00
Payment: (All payments must be in Canadian Dollars)
If you wish to pay via PayPal you can apply on line using the Rug School tab on the website.Payment must be made
in full. If you wish to pay be cheque you must download the application form and submit via Canada post. Cheques
are to be made payable to NS RUG HOOKING SCHOOL. Courier is not acceptable. There are no tuition
refunds after March 1/20. A $50.00 administration fee on all cancellations will apply up to this date.
______ Full week tuition ….$305.00
______ Accommodations & Meals …$350.00
Please acquaint yourself with the Cancellation Policy on the Guild website.There are no refunds after
midnight March 31 2020!
Commuters wishing meals:
Meals:
# of Breakfasts _______
# of Lunches ________
# of Dinners
________
Meal total:

at $10.35 each
at $14.95 each
at $18.40 each

$_________
$_________
$_________
$_________

TOTAL AMOUNT
Including Tuition and/or Workshop
$_________
Option to postdate accommodation cheque to Mar 1/20. There will be a charge of CAD $50.00 for any NSF cheques.
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FIRST TIME ATTENDING:
Please check if this is your first time at rug school: ________ Yes ________ No
For first time students of rug school, would you be interested in participating in a campus tour on registration day
between 4:30 and 5:00? _________ Yes __________ No
DIETARY:
List dietary restrictions, allergies or other needs (if any):
___________________________________________________________________________________
SPECIAL NEEDS:
If you require assistance due to mobility issues, please refer to our information sheet (can be found online) for
suggestions.
If you know now that you require a room in Assisi, please check here. ____________. Assisi rooms will not be
available for selection on arrival. They must be booked with your application form.
APARTMENT MATES:
For those staying on campus, do you have a preference with whom you share an apartment?
________ Yes
________ No
If possible, please place me in the same apartment with: ___________________ ______________________
CLASS CANCELLATION:
NS Rug Hooking School reserves the right to cancel a class.
REGISTRATION:
Mail application or register online to the Registrar:
Helen Serrao, 650 Ketch Harbour Road, Portuguese Cove, NS, B3V1K1 phone 902-868-2954.
Please refer to our Rug School 2020 Information Sheet which may be found online on the Guild’s website under
the rug school tab. On it you will find lots of tips, ideas, suggestions, etc.
This application must be signed and dated below. Thank you.
For additional information or questions do not hesitate to contact one of the Rug School Committee members:
Director: Patsy Gorveatte
Registrar: Helen Serrao
Treasurer: Mary Morris
Rug Display: Barbara Himelman

Email: pgorveatte@eastlink.ca
Email: helen650khr@gmail.com
Email: bhimelman@gmail.com

Phone: 902-476-4946
Phone: 902-868-2954
Phone: 902-401-8490
Phone: 902-297-6670

WAIVER OF LIABILITY
I ______________________________________ (Print full name) accepts and agrees to this Waiver of Liability
and to hold harmless and blameless the Nova Scotia Rug Hooking Guild, Rug School subcommittee, Guild Executive,
committee members, Guild Members, their families, agents and representatives while in attendance and afterwards
Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School in May 2019, arising from all claims, losses, actions, damages, judgements, legal
proceedings, liabilities, costs and expenses that are incurred or suffered as a result of illness, injury, accident or for
any reason as a result of my participation and attendance.
Registrant Signature__________________________________________Date______________________
Witness
Signature___________________________________________________Date_____________________
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ON YOUR OWN
Please read all information carefully before completing your application. Also read the Cancellation
policy on the Guild website!
Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________CellPhone:________________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City/Town: ________________________________________ProvinceState:________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________
Email:________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _________________________________________Phone:______________________
_________ I AGREE to have my confirmation and registration packages sent electronically via EMAIL
OR
_________ I wish to have my confirmation package sent by Canada Post. The registration package will be picked
up upon arrival at school
Payment: (All payments must be in Canadian Dollars)
Payment to be submitted via PayPal through the RUG SCHOOL tab on the RHGNS website or by cheque(s) to the
Registrar via Canada Post. If you wish to pay by PayPal you can apply on line using the Rug School tab on the
website.Payment must be made in full. If you wish to pay be cheque you must download the form and submit via
Canada Post. Cheques are to be made payable to NS RUG HOOKING SCHOOL, and you may send a post dated
cheque for accommodation and meals dated no later than March 1 2020 Courier is not acceptable. There are no
On Your Own or Workshop refunds after March 1/20. A $50.00 administration fee will apply up to this date.
______ On your Own $195.00
______ Accommodations & Meals
$350.00
TOTAL AMOUNT $____________________
There will be a charge of CAD $50.00 for any NSF cheques
This year we are pleased to offer you choices for one or two day workshops, starting on Saturday May 2 2020
Please check your workshop choice(s) below. You may apply for more than one workshop. Please note that
there may be a kit fee for the Workshops. A full description and photo for each Workshop may be found on the
Guild website.
Saturday and Sunday May 2nd and 3rd 2 two-day Workshops:
Advanced Beginners with Wanetta Evans - $120.00
Framing Techniques with Gail Lambert - $120.00
Monday May 4th one day Workshop:
Nuno Felting and Embellishments with Leslie McFarlane - $65.00
Tuesday May 5th and Wednesday May 6th 1 two-day Workshop:
Decorative Stitch Sampler with Donna Gass - $120.00
Thursday May 7th one-day Workshop:
Advanced Punch Needle with Kevin Lemoine - $65.00
Commuters wishing meals:
Meals
# of Breakfasts _______
# of Lunches ________
# of Dinners ________
Meal total:

at $10.35 each
at $14.95 each
at $18.40 each

Total amount including OYO and Workshop tuition

$_________
$_________
$_________
$_________
$___________
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FIRST TIME ATTENDING:
Please check if this is your first time at rug school: ________ Yes ________ No
For first time students of rug school, would you be interested in participating in a campus tour on registration day
between 3:45 and 4:00? _________ Yes __________ No
DIETARY:
List dietary restrictions, allergies or other needs (if any):
___________________________________________________________________________________
SPECIAL NEEDS:
If you require assistance due to mobility issues, please refer to our information sheet (can be found online) for
suggestions.
If you know now that you require a room in Assisi, please check here. ____________. Assisi rooms will not be
available for selection on arrival. They must be booked with your application form.
For those staying on campus, do you have a preference with whom you share an apartment?
________ Yes
________ No
If possible, please place me in the same apartment with: ___________________ _____________________
For Workshop participants:
Accommodations: Should you wish to stay on campus please contact the Conference Coordinator Jill Hurlbert at
902-457-6364 or at jill.hurlbert@msvu.ca
TOTAL OF ABOVE $____________ including Workshop fee and any meals
Lunch - There is a designated area for those who wish to bring their own lunch.
If you wish to purchase lunch from the cafeteria it must be prepaid above
Other notable things:
• Students enrolled in “On Your Own” can take the workshops
• Payment may be made via PayPal on the RHGNS website under the Rug School tab.
or
• Mail application with payment to the Registrar:
Registrar: Helen Serrao
650 Ketch Harbour Road
Portuguese Cove, NS B3V1K1
email: helen650khr@gmail.com

phone: 902-868-2954

• Cheques are to be made payable to NS Rug Hooking School.
• All NSF cheques are subject to a $50.00 fee.
• This application must be signed and dated below.
• The Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School reserves the right to cancel a workshop due to insufficient enrollment.
For additional information or questions do not hesitate to contact one of the
members:
Registrar:
Helen Serrao
Email: helen650khr@gmail.com
Director:
Patsy Gorveatte
Email: pgorveatte@eastlink.ca
Treasurer:
Mary Morris
Rug Display: Barbara Himelman
Email: bhimelman@gmail.com
WAIVER OF LIABILITY

Rug School Committee
Phone: 902-868-2954
Phone: 902-476-4946
Phone: 902-401-8490
Phone: 902-297-6670

I ______________________________________ (Print full name) accept and agree to this Waiver of Liability
and to hold harmless and blameless the Nova Scotia Rug Hooking Guild, Rug School subcommittee, Guild Executive,
committee members, Guild Members, their families, agents and representatives while in attendance and afterwards
Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School in May 2019, arising from all claims, losses, actions, damages, judgements, legal
proceedings, liabilities, costs and expenses that are incurred or suffered as a result of illness, injury, accident or for
any reason as a result of my participation and attendance.
RegistrantSignature_____________________________________________Date___________________________
Witness Signature _________________________________________Date________________________
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Rug Hooking Workshops Only
Guild membership is not a requirement for workshop attendance but should you wish to become a member you can
go to the Guild website- http//rhgns.com/membership and enrol.
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone_______________________________
Cell Phone_____________________________
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________
City/Town____________________________________ Province/State___________________________
Postal Code/Zip Code_____________________ Email_________________________________________
Emergency Contact______________________________________ Phone_________________________
_____________ I agree to have my Confirmation and Registration packages sent via email
OR
_____________ I wish to have my Confirmation package sent by Canada Post. The Registration package will be
picked up on arrival at School.
Payment: (All payments must be in Canadian Dollars)
If you wish to pay by PayPal you can apply on line using the Rug School tab on the website. Payment to be submitted
in full via PayPal.If you wish to pay by cheque you must download the application form and submit via Canada Post.
Cheques are to be made payable to the NS RUG HOOKING SCHOOL . If you require accommodation or meals
you may send a post dated cheque dated no later than March 1 2020 along with your tuition cheque. There are no
Workshop refunds after March 1/20. A $50.00 administration fee will be deducted on all refunds up to this date.
WORKSHOPS
Saturday and Sunday May 2nd and 3rd - 2 two-day Workshops
Advanced Beginners with Wanetta Evans - $120.00
Framing Techniques with Gail Lambert - $120.00
Monday May 4th - one-day Workshop
Nuno Felting and Embellishments with Leslie McFarlane - $65.00
Tuesday and Wednesday May 5th and 6th - 1 two-day Workshop
Decorative Stitch Sampler with Donna Gass - $120.00
Thursday May 7th - One Day Workshop
Advanced Punch Hooking with Kevin Lemoine - $65.00
Additional Information:
Meals:
# of breakfasts______________ @ $10.35 each
# of lunches________________ @ $14.95 each
# of dinners_________________ @ $18.40 each

$_____________
$_____________
$_____________

Please list any food allergies______________________________________________________________
Accommodation:
Should you wish to stay on campus please contact Jill Hurlbert the Conference Coordinator at 902-457-6364 or
jill.hurlbert@msvu.ca
Meal total:

$___________

There is a designated area for those who wish to bring their own lunch
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Send your application electronically or by Canada Post to:
Registrar: Helen Serrao
650 Ketch Harbour Road
Portuguese Cove, NS
B3V1K1
Email: helen650khr@gmail.com
Phone: 902-868-2954
**Cheques are to be made payable to NS Rug Hooking School
All NSF cheques are subject to a $50.00 fee
This application must be signed and dated below
The NS Rug Hooking School reserves the right to cancel a workshop due to insufficient enrollment.
For additional information do not hesitate to contact one of the following
Registrar:
Helen Serrao
Email: helen650khr@gmail.com
Director:
Patsy Gorveatte
Email: pgorveatte@eastlink.ca
Treasurer:
Mary Morris
Rug Display: Barbara Himelman
Email: bhimelman@gmail.com

committee members:
Phone: 902-868-2954
Phone: 902-476-4946
Phone: 902-401-8490
Phone: 902-297-6670

WAIVER OF LIABILITY
I______________________________ (Print full name) accept and agree to this Waiver of Liability and to hold
harmless and blameless the Nova Scotia Rug Hooking School, Rug School subcommittee, Guild Executive, committee
members, Guild members, their families, agents and representatives while in attendance and after the Nova Scotia
Rug Hooking School in 2020, arising from all claims, losses, actions, damages, judgements, legal proceedings, liabilities,
costs and expenses that are incurred or suffered as a result of illness, injury, accident or for any reason as a result of
my participation and attendance.
Registrant Signature________________________________________ Date________________________
Witness Signature_________________________________________ Date________________________
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New Brunswick Mat
Registry Report

Town & Country
Thrummers News

The NBMR steering committee held a successful Mat
Registry on August 25 at the Musée acadien de
l’Université de Moncton and our second Registry of
the year will be held at Sunbury Shores in St. Andrews
on November 16. Our year end meeting will be late
November when we will have a final tabulation on our
total number of mats registered to date but we know it
will be well over 500 mats, so we’re delighted!

It’s been a busy summer and fall with many lovely hookins throughout the Maritimes. We especially enjoyed
our own hook-in and spectacular rug show during the
Fibre Arts Festival. On top of those, many of us took
advantage of the workshops celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the RHGNS. What fun!!
This fall has welcomed a big change. After many years
hooking in the evening, we’ve decided to hook during
the day. We’ve been so fortunate to have found a new
home. We meet each Tuesday, from 10-2, at Della’s
Rug Hooking Shop on Willow St., a perfect location.
Thanks so much Della for sharing your warm cosy and
woolly space with us! We are meeting new people and
we get to see what new patterns are in the works.
Congratulations to our Donna Legere, a recent new
teacher with the guild and very close to becoming a
Certified Oxford Punch hooking instructor. Another
angle of rug hooking to keep us interested! Donna is
excited to get started and has agreed to teach a course
at Della’s called Personal Plaid. Can’t wait.
Our group continues to pay for a subscription to the Rug
Hooking Magazine which is delivered to the town library
for all to enjoy.
Wishing everyone peace and love during the upcoming
Christmas Season!
- Submitted by Lynne O’Brien-Lines

As 2019 is drawing to a close, it marks the end of year
two of our three year fundraising campaign. Although
we haven’t yet hit our $70,000.00 goal, we are thrilled to
report that we have secured enough funding to allow us
to hire a writer which will move us closer to the official
launch of our site in 2020.
Achieving this level of funding by 2019 is due in part to
the generosity of our rug hooking community. So many
of you have organized raffles on behalf of the Registry,
sold hooked items, given monetary donations and endless
support. We thank you one and all - we couldn’t have
gotten this far without you!!
We’re also excited to report that Rug Hooking Magazine
has accepted an article on the NB Mat Registry which
will appear in the January 2020 issue.
For more information on the NBMR please visit our web
page at: http://www.mats-tapisnb.com, and you can
also find us on Facebook - New Brunswick Mat
Registry-Registre des tapis du N.-B.
To contact one of our co-chairs:
Judy Morison (506-379-6682) or
Marielle Poirier (506-533-9578)
- Submitted by Lynn Kinsella,
NBMR coordinator -NBSW

Stay In The Loop
November 15, 2019 to January 11, 2020 - Winter
Exhibit at the Yarmouth County Museum, 22 Collins
Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. The Yarmouth Art
Society and the Yarmouth Rug Hookers are collaborating
on an exhibit titled “Winter”.
February 17 to 20, 2020 - Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
will be having their “2020 Villa Madonna Annual
Retreat.” Consider staying an extra day, February 21.
Beautiful accommodations, great meals, wine and cheese
extravaganza, auction/raffle and lots of fun and hooking.
In New Brunswick contact Carol Williams or Caroline
Simpson. In Nova Scotia contact Barb Black.
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Best Mats In The
Maritimes 2019
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Grand Champion Other

Grand Champion Floor Mat

“Rogue Waves at Peggy’s Cove Lighthouse”,
designed & hooked by Toni Gallagher, Lequille, NS

Reserve Champion Other
“Scandinavian Design” hooked by Jacquie
Powers, Grand-Barrachois, NB, image from
Shutterstock.com

Reserve Champion Floor Mat

“The Knitters” by Frieda Perry, Yarmouth, NS,
designed by Deanne Fitzpatrick
Photos courtesy of Lil Gruntz, NB

“Space Debris”, designed and hooked
by Bette Young,
Annapolis Royal, NS
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Annapolis Valley News
Home is Where the Heart Is
With Thanksgiving behind us, Remembrance Day
acknowledged, the Christmas season approaching and
the final days of 2019 imminent, we often reflect on
what’s important. For many of us, it’s home, family and
friends. As rug hookers, we usually choose projects that
have some personal meaning and often that meaning
represents the importance of home.

or neighbours from her life. She has created her own
hooked neighbourhood that has a sense of community
and individual style. Edie wanted to hook some words on
her piece. The lyrics from the Crosby Stills, Nash and
Young’s song Our House (1970) written by Graham
Nash when he lived with Joni Mitchell add that perfect
warm and cozy feeling.

Waiting, hooked by Cathy Oomen,
designed by Carol Harvey-Clark
Boates Farm, hooked by Charlotte Boates, adapted
from a family photo and drawn by Sheila Mason
For the Boates family, home is more than one structure.
In 1960, Charlotte and Keith followed their dreams to
settle in the Valley, raised their family, persevered through
good and bad growing seasons and transitioned from a
u-pick to a family farm that continues with the next
generation. Not only have apples and pears used in their
ciders and vinegars thrived here but their friendships and
memories have as well. Looking through family photos,
Charlotte decided to hook a wall hanging of their home.
With Sheila Mason’s help both for the drawing and the
colour planning, Charlotte has created a family treasure.
With the combinations of yarn and wool, fanciful swirls
and straight lines and contrasting light and dark, Charlotte
has captured their home’s spirit.

Our House, hooked by Edie McRoberts,
designed by Sue Russel
A few years ago, Edie McRoberts moved to Nova Scotia
from Ontario and soon after started hooking. Sue
Russell’s pattern caught her eye. Purchasing it, Edie had
no idea what to do with it. In due time, she came up with
a plan. Having always enjoyed how Deanne Fitzpatrick
outlines her houses, Edie decided to do that with hers.
Then, she chose her colour palette. Every house is the
actual colour combination of a home of her family, friends

Visiting Carol Harvey-Clark’s studio, Cathy Oomen spied
Carol’s pattern and absolutely loved it. It took only minutes
to choose the bright swatches of colour that were
available from the shop. Hooking one loop after another,
the sense of community in a village came to life. Changing
the original lamp posts in the design to round little trees
added a pop of colour and a different geometric shape.
As the piece progressed, Cathy had an idea. She would
leave one of the houses unhooked, to represent her son
Glen, who was living in Ireland at the time. On his return
to Canada and settling into his own home, the house
would be hooked. A thoughtful plan but although he has
returned home, Glen is happy in an apartment. The house
remains unhooked…waiting.
Wishing you all many happy memories in your home over
this holiday season.
- Submitted by Ann Marie Harley, Director

River House Rug Hooking
JANE STEELE
Designer
1-902-527-6405
36 Petite Riviere Road,
Petite Riviere, NS, B4V 5X6
Like us on Facebook for workshops and
events - River House Rug Hooking

jane.riverhosue@gmail.com

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 42 (1) Winter 2019

• Rug Hooking
• Rug Punching
• Wool Applique
• Needlepunch
• Needle Felting
• Wools & Supplies
Join Janes Wool Rugs & Applique
on Facebook to find Beginner &
Project Workshops offered Weekly
also check out our webstores
www.etsy.com/ca/shop/AllAboutEweWoolShop
&
www.heartfeltwoolexpressions.com

1905 Main St. Westville, NS
aae.woolshop@gmail.com
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told that we are not to be trusted anymore! It was a
priceless moment for sure. Refreshments were enjoyed
by all those who were there to celebrate with us.
Several members from Trinity United attended the 2nd
Harvest hook-in at the Black Point Firehall. What a fun
day it was. Thanks ladies, again for a wonderful day.
We’re looking forward to attending again next year!
The Trinity Group will be motoring to Centreville for a
potluck and hook-in on November 28th. We’re hoping
that mother nature cooperates with a fine weather day!
We will also be having our Christmas potluck lunch on
December 17th to end our hooking for 2019. We will
resume our weekly Tuesday meetings on the first Tueday
of January, 2020.
As you prepare for the long winter ahead, keep hooking
and get together with others to make some enjoyable
times.
Seasons Greetings to all of you!
- Submitted by Debbie Smith, Director

902-752-1216

South Shore News
As our beautiful fall along the South Shore is soon to
change to winter, we’ll keep busy with lots of new rug
hooking projects for the upcoming months.
On October 9th, at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic,
the hook-in and closing was held. There was a room full
of rug hookers in attendance from various groups from
around the area. The winners were announced, with a
tie for 1st place: Wendy Richardson and Sheila Mason,
2nd place: James Earle, 3rd place: Heather Gordon.
Every year this exhibit has been outstanding and this
one did not disappoint. Well done to all involved and
start thinking about those entries for next year. The theme
for next year is “Life of a Fisherman”.
At the AGM on October 18th, a wonderful hook-in was
held, in memory of Linda MacDonald. It was a fun filled
day, enjoyed by myself and many more rug hookers from
far and wide. Thanks to the teachers branch for all the
work they did in preparation for this event. Also a big
thank you goes out to those who organized the rest of
the events of the AGM weekend. A job well done.
At Trinity United, on October 29th, I had the pleasure of
presenting Bruce Bolivar with his Honourary Membership
Award. Also at this time, Carol Harvey-Clark received
her Lifetime Membership Award. Carol was very
surprised, to say the least, and our group has since been
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Fundy Group News
If anyone was looking for inspiration this Fall all they
had to do was look around at the beautiful Autumn foliage.
Here in the Annapolis Valley the leaves were spectacular
with so much red, compared to other years. Now with
our first snow of the season on the ground, our thoughts
turn to the Christmas season. Once again we will be
exchanging a handmade gift at our Christmas party and
since it is International Rug Hooking Day when we meet
next month, we will be making Christmas ornaments and
will have some special draws.
In November, Donna Gass taught a class making a
poinsettia broach using proddy. as well as several other
techniques. Donna’s classes are always entertaining and
enjoyable. Such a knowledgeable lady and we are so
fortunate to have her in our in the Fundy group.
Approximately 150 hookers enjoyed the Nicholsville Fall
Fling. We would like to thank Paul and Valerie DesPres
as well as the members of the Nicholsville group for all
they do to make it such a success.
The Habitation Hookers and friends held a tea and rug
show this Fall, with the funds raised going to replace the
roof on the hall, where they meet. It was a lovely day
with a large turnout. They served a great lunch and the
display was beautiful.
It has been a busy year with many members attending
special 40 th Anniversary hook-ins and displays.
Congratulations to Jim Earle from the Nicholsville group,
who received the people’s choice award for his hooked
piece at the Fisheries Museum display. And, to our own
Toni Gallagher for best other hooked item in the Maritimes
and to Bette Young for receiving reserved champion for
her floor mat at the AGM.

Carol was a member of the Habitation Hookers and they
along with other friends and her family raised the funds
for the bench. A local Architect designed it to be
indestructible and low maintenance, due to the weather
conditions of the area. The spot chosen was a favourite
of Carols and she often stopped and sat on the steps of
the lighthouse during her morning walks.

Rug hookers and neighbours enjoying
Carol’s bench after the ceremony
The ceremony was attended by many hookers from
throughout the Province including the newly elected
president of the Guild, Ann Jones, who said a few words
at the hook-in following the ceremony. The local historical
society acquired the lighthouse a few years ago and will
take over ownership of the bench and maintain it in the
future for everyone to enjoy.
- Submitted by Yvonne Graves, Director

Willow Creek Rug Hooking
Westport, Ontario

On a typical cold and windy October day, along the shore
of the Annapolis Basin, the Habitation Hookers held a
ceremony dedicating a bench at Schaffner’s Lighthouse
in Port Royal in memory of Carol Thorne. Carol passed
away after a lengthy illness. Carol was well known and
was a mentor to many. She will always be remembered
for her positive attitude and witty humour.

Laurel Burch rug hooking
patterns now available from
Willow Creek Rug Hooking
Laurel Burch

www.willowcreekrughooking.com
cshewan@kingston.net
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Colchester News
Colchester Heritage Hookers
Fall is definitely in the air and has come too soon for me!
Summer did not seem to last long enough,but at least the
weather is holding nicely so far.
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September has brought us back to our regular routine
and getting ready for the coming year. Many of the
group took Sylvia’s Whimsy Workshop on November 4.
Thanks to Ruth Downing for volunteering to share her
knowledge of hooking and Sylvia’s inspiring work.

August was a busy month for our group who participated
in the Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition as both exhibitors
and manning the rug hooking booth. The very talented
Judy Langille, Tanya McNutt and Linda Willey brought
home lots of prizes. We are so proud of them! Many
were also involved in the Truro Fibre Frolic event.

Honeysuckle,
hooked by Judy Langille
from a William Morris
workshop.

Lots of us attended the very popular Wallace Museum
hook-in hosted by the Remshag Hookers. What a feast
for the senses! Colour galore in the wool and yarns for
sale, the hooked pieces on display everywhere you looked
and the lovely grounds. Sounds of laughter and chatting
are a given when hookers get together. The lunch was
delicious as always with so many scrumptious choices.
I have told them we are using their idea for a low waste
meal at our next hook-in. The idea of everyone bringing
their own plates, mugs and cutlery is right on target!

We have chosen a lovely maple leaf design for this years
donation to the Colchester East Hants Hospital Auxiliary.
Tickets sold each year raise money for their worthy
projects which benefit those who use the hospital. This
years total was $1,900 of which $712 was raised by the
group. It gives many of us a chance to take the mat
home for a week or two of hooking and to give back to
the community.
A few members have stepped up to answer the call from
a local school to introduce primary to Grade 5 students
to rug hooking. A wonderful way to pass on this historical
craft and hopefully, bring new artists to our hooking
community.
The N.S. Fibre Arts Show was a chance for our hookers
to showcase their creations. We sent 26 items to
Amherst for Polly Verstraten and her team. They had
over 200 pieces to set up and did a fabulous job! Our
very own Tanya McNutt’s “Miracle of Christmas” was
chosen for one of the People’s Choice Awards. I would
like to encourage hookers to send one or more entries to
this show so that other hookers and the public can see
the wide range that this art form has become.
We will celebrate International Rug Hooking Day on
December 4th, by having our annual Christmas Luncheon
enjoying the company of fellow hookers.
We are all saddened by the passing of a long time
member, Joan MacIntosh. Her style and zest for life
will be fondly remembered.

The Hunter’s Cabin, a Bluenose Rug Design
hooked by Shirley Joyce, took a 1st Place at the
NS Provincial Exhibition.

Let us all count our blessings. Keep calm and hook on.
- Submitted by Ursula Ryle-Gulliver
Colchester Heritage Hookers Co-Ordinator
Economy Rug Hookers
We are settled in at the Economy Rec Centre and
enjoying seeing new projects develop. Our summer
people have gone back South for the winter, and we are
enjoying some new friends here at home. There have
been a number of courses and hook-ins attended by some
of our group.

34

The Loop RHGNS Magazine • Volume 42 (1) Winter 2019

The highlight of this fall was our trip to the Hooked Rug
Museum in Hubbards, to make a donation in memory of
Judith Van Duren. Our $2,000 raised from the sale of
Judith’s stash was matched by her husband, Charles, and
we were presented with a beautiful plaque telling Judith’s
story. It has been hung on the “Wall of Honour” in the
museum. Charles Van Duren, Mary Jane McGregor,
Gloria Shields and Polly Suttis attended the presentation.

Friday Friends
Friday Friends are having a busy fall. We have had
members attend both workshops offered by the Teachers
Branch in recognition of the Guild’s 40th anniversary.
Our group was involved with the rug hooking booth at
the exhibition this year, both entering pieces and “sitting”
with the show.
We got to attend some great hook-ins and we hosted our
11th annual hook-in this year. Along with the 88 we had
for lunch, a number of local rug hookers dropped in on
their lunch hour to shop and have a quick look-see at
what everyone was working on.
Our pieces are home from their summer at the Rug
Hooking Museum of North America. They look lovely
and fresh, must be the climate controlled air!
Talk of rug school has started around the table. Looks
like we will have a good representation attending in May.
Time now to settle in and hook a piece or two, well one
at least for next year’s exhibition!
- Submitted by Beverly Levine
Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition Report
Our group was heavily involved in the exhibition again
this year with entries and “sitting”, and two of our
members coordinating the rug hooking section this year.
The number of judged entries was up this year which
was nice to see. More emphasis was put on observing
copyright this year and as with all changes, no matter
how small, there was a hiccup. As the awareness of
copyright seeps into people’s consciousness it should
hopefully become second nature to give credit to the
original designer of the work. The articles in The Loop
proved to be invaluable to us at the exhibition. I hope
everyone read and saved a copy of each of the 3 articles.
They are well researched, interpreted as to how they
pertain to rug hooking and written in language that is
comprehensible to nonlawyers!
The show looked great from the entrance and the
feedback from visitors was very positive. The frame
and noodles which are set out every year for visitors to
give rug hooking a try, was a busy spot, some
remembering hooking with Grammie and others giving it
a try for the first time.

Plaque placed in memory of Judith van Duren
Now we are planning those special Christmas projects
we want to complete and time is short.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and all the best
for 2020.
- Submitted By Polly Suttis

All in all, it was a great year at the Ex!
- Submitted by Phyllis Stewart and Beverly Levine
Group news submitted by Tanya McNutt, Director
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Yarmouth News
I would like to start my report off by thanking Meredith
Burton who had been the Director of the Yarmouth area
for the last two years.
The Western NS Exhibition had a wonderful display this
year. Several people entered. Best Traditional Hooked
Floor Mat was won by Leslie Cranley-Blades with her
rug titled, “The Cranley Women”. Frieda Perry won
Best Other Hooked Article with her wall hanging, “The
Knitters” Frieda’s Knitters went on to win second in
that class at the AGM. Congratulations Frieda!
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The Whimsy Workshop was great fun. Thank you, Ruth
Downing and Ellen Tancock for teaching this class and
sharing stories of Sylvia MacDonald. They brought
several beautiful pictures of Sylvia’s work, a huge stash
of noodles and yarn that belonged to Sylvia. It was a
great day with hookers joining us from Weymouth and
Shelburne. Everyone added their own personal touch to
their whimsy rug.
If you happen to find yourself in Yarmouth the Rugg
Bees meet at the Yarmouth County Museum on
Wednesdays between 11:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. The
Carpetbaggers meet at Beacon Church on Thursdays
from 10:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. The first Thursday of every
month between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m., Yarmouth Heights
hosts a hooking and social evening for anyone interested.
- Submitted by Leslie Cranley-Blades, Director

Folky Stair risers
Frieda Perry with The Knitters,
designed by Deanne Fitzpatrick
Liz Nobel hosted a lovely hook-in at her home in Forest
Glen on September 5th. Many attended and enjoyed Liz’s
hospitality.
La Village Historique Acadian in Pubnico (Nova Scotia’s
number one tourist attraction) held a hooking day on
September 12th. This event is a favourite of many of the
hookers. The food is amazing, and the view of the village
and harbour is breathtaking. If you’ve never been, I
highly recommend going.
The Yarmouth Craft Guild also celebrated their 40 th
Anniversary this year. To mark the special occasion,
they had a wonderful display at the Yarmouth County
Museum. Several rug hookers belong to the Guild and
displayed rugs in the show. Rug hooking demonstrations
were held at the Farmers Market and the Museum.

Participants
hard at work
at the
Yarmouth
Whimsy
Workshop

I came into hooking later in
life, even though my Mom
was an accomplished
hooker for decades. I
retired from the Navy and
got settled in a new world,
out of uniform and into a new
routine. I told my mother,
who was heading towards
her 80th birthday, that I
would join her group after
the Christmas break.
Unfortunately, mom fell ill
and was admitted to the
hospital early January 2017.
We had her birthday in the
hospital and she passed 10
days later. I never did get to go hooking with her or even
pull a single loop with her supervision, but I joined her
group of happy hookers in Bridgetown. I was happy to
inherit a pretty sizeable stash of her wool, hooks, linen
and a lap frame, to get me started. With the guidance of
mom’s friends, I was on my way to figuring this out. All
of the wool and 70% of the backing was from my
mother’s stash. I think it took me longer to decide what
I was hooking than to actually hook it. My house was
built in 1856, as shown on the first step. Nothing matches,
no wool was really planned out, I just let it flow.
I like a folky. primitive style and country whimsical vibe.
I think it suits my quirky old house.
- Stephanie Duggan-Haggan
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Note: Please send any changes to the Editor @ perryhome@eastlink.ca

NOVA SCOTIA
Annapolis Valley
Apple Blossom Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 9:30 am - 12 pm at
Individual homes from Windsor to Berwick
Contact Donna Bentley 902-542-7516
Loft Rug Hookers
Meet year round on Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
the Lloyd Memorial Centre in Kingsport
Contact Golda Kelly 902-582-3079
Rags to Riches
Meet year round on Wed. 9 am - 12 pm at
Windermere Hall, Windermere
Contact Janet Boates 902-847-9363
jboates@eastlink.ca
River Street Hookers
Meet year round on Friday, 10 am - 2 pm
at Lynn Denney’s, 35 Waldo St., Kentville
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118
Spinners
Meet from Sept. to May, on Tues., 10 am - 2
pm at Sobey’s Community Room, New Minas
Contact Irene Moore 902-538-0212
imoorenovascotia@gmail.com
Wooly Wanderers
Meet year round on Thurs., 9:30 am - 1’ish
at Atlantic Superstore Community Room, New
Minas. Contact Cathy Oomen 902-542-0224
The Valley Girls
Meet year round on Tuesday afternoons at
various members’ homes. Contact Cathy
Michael 902-681-0188 camichael262@gmail.com
Downtown Hookers
Drop in Tuesdays 1 - 3 pm at Town of
Kentville Recreation Centre, Kentville.
Contact Lynn Denney 902-692-8118
lynndenney@eastlink.ca

Cape Breton
Spanish Bay Friendship Matters
Meet year round on Tues., noon - 4 pm at
Dobson Yacht Club, Westmount Rd., Sydney
Contact Mora Ballantyne 902-270-5931
Down East Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to May, Wed. 10 am - 3 pm at CB
Centre for Craft & Design (downstairs)
322 Charlotte St., Sydney
Contact Mary Munson 902-567-5122
mmunson@ns.sympatico.ca
Boularderie
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Boularderie East, phone for directions
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119
Old Schoolhouse Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 10:30 am - 4 pm at
Big Bras d’Or Hall, 1390 Old Rte. 5
Contact Marilyn Gillan 902-674-2119
Wild Wooly Women
Meet Sept. - Apr., Tues., 10 am - 3 pm at
Mira & Seniors Pensoners Club, Marion Bridge
Contact Diane Harris 902-562-5780
Women’s Winter Workshop
Meet Sept. - May, Tues. 10 am - 2:30 pm at
Gabarus Fire Hall
Contact Marie Jaarsma 902-884-2544

Colchester
Colchester Heritage Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. - June, Wed. 9:30 am - 2 pm at
Douglas Street School, Truro
Contact Ursula Ryle-Gulliver 902-843-6857
wayne.urs@eastlink.ca
Friday Friends
Meet Sept. to June, Fri. 12:30 - 3:30 pm at
Douglas St. School, Truro
Contact Beverly Levine 902-893-2640
Economy Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Economy Recreation Centre, 3315 Hwy. 2
For up-to-date info and summer location,
Contact Micheline Beaton 902-647-2985

Cumberland
Remsheg Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at
Wallace & Area Museum, Wallace
Contact Sarah Ladd 902-257-3435
Beach-Side Hookers
Meet July & August, Wed., 10 am - 2 pm at
Ottawa House, Parrsboro
Contact Dwight Gallagher 902-597-8715
Friends Hook Nook
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
All Saints Parish Hall, Main St., Springhill
Contact Don Tabor 902-694-0168
don.tabor@eastlink.ca
Northport Loopers
Meet year round, Monday 10 am - 2 pm at
Northport Community Ctr., Northport
Contact Polly Verstraten 902-661-9534
Town and Country Thrummers
Meet Sept. to June, Tuesdays 10 am - 2 pm
at Della’s Rug Hooking, 639 Willow St., Amherst
Contact Della 902-667-7447

Dartmouth
Dartmouth Heritage Matters
Meet Sept. to June, Thurs. 9 am - 1 pm at
South End Baptist Church, 60 Hastings Dr.
Contact Debra Parsons 902-499-2299
debmacparsons@gmail.com or Shirley
Neville 902-266-3409 sjnski@eastlink.ca
Eastern Shore Matters
Meet Sept. to June, Tues., 12:30 - 4 pm at
Musquodoboit Library, 7900 Hwy. 7
Contact Sheila Livingston 902-845-2407
Fibre Friends
Meet Tuesdays 1 - 3:30 pm at
The Old School, Musquodoboit Harbour,
7962 Hwy #7
Contact Leslie Savoy 902-889-2735 or
Gail Lambert 902-845-2820
The Beachside Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mondays, 10 am - 2 pm
Geological Museum, 162 Two Islands Road,
Parrsboro, NS
Contact Barbara Himelman 902-297-6670
Email - bhimelman@gmail.com

Fundy
Sobeys Crafters
Meet Oct. to April, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thursdays
of the month, 1 - 4 pm at Sobeys, Greenwood
ContactCindy Noble 902-825-6314
cindynoble150@msn.com

Rustic Crafters
Meet mid-Sept. to late June, Fridays from
1 - 4 pm in the Community Room, Weymouth
Waterfront Library. Contact Lorraine Lovett
902-837-7626
lovettgrandparents@gmail.com
Nicholsville Rugrats
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 10 am - 12 pm
at Nicholsville Community Hall
Contact Valerie Despres 902-847-1001
Bridgetown & Area
Meet year round, Thurs. 10 am - 2 pm at
Anglican Church, Bridgetown
Contact Sandra Sampson 902-665-2193
Sea Gull Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Superstore Community Room, Digby
Contact Joan Donnelly 902-245-2491
Hump Day Hookers
Meet Wed. 1 - 3:30 p.m. at Hooked on
Fiber Studio, 12275 Seabrook, Digby
Contact Diane Porter 902-245-8766
Brickton
Meet Sept. to July, 2nd & 3rd Wed.,
10 am - 2 pm at Brickton Community Hall
Contact Sue Russell 902-765-2880
Fundy Group
Meet 1st Wed. of every month, 10 am - 2 pm
at Kingston Legion
Contact Yvonne Graves 902-847-9398
Habitation Hookers
Meet year round, Thurs., 1 - 4 pm
1st Thurs. of every month at Moose River
Studio in Clementsport; 2nd, 3rd & 4th Thurs.
of each month at Lower Granville Hall, Port
Royal for the summer and at members’ houses
during the winter. Contact nancy@ecosmiths.ca
Clementsport Hookers & Friends
Meet year round, Mon. 1 - 4 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Krystyna King 902-638-8433
Tuesday’s Hooking Group
Meet year round, Tues. 10 am - 2 pm at
Moose River Hooking Studio, Clementsport
Contact Nadine Wright 902-638-8813

Halifax
The Kingfisher Group
Meet year round, Mon. 9 am - 1 pm at
Calvin Presbyterian Church, 3311 Ashburn
Ave., Halifax. Contact Susan Tirone
902-406-6590, tirone.susan@gmail.com
Hooked Rug Museum of North America
Meet June to Sept., Thurs. 10:30 am - 3 pm
at 9489 St. Margaret’s Bay Rd. Hwy 3,
Queensland/Hubbards, $3.00 drop-in fee.
Contact Suzanne Conrod 902-275-5222,
www.hookedrugmuseumnovascotia.org
The Wooligans
Meet year round, Wed. 9 am - 2 pm at
955 Bedford Hwy. Contact Marilyn Gazeley
902-835-9471, migaze@ns.sympatico.ca
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Lots of Loops
Meets Jan. to June and Sept. to Nov., every
other Thurs. 7 - 9:30 pm at Sobey’s North &
Windsor Sts. Halifax. Contact Kathy Burton,
email - 9022331801@txt.bell.ca

South Shore

Sussex Tea Room Rug Hookers
Meet year round Mon. 4 - 6 pm and
Main Street Hookers
Meet 1st & 3rd Wed., 7 - 9 pm at Encompassing Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 pm at Sussex
Designs, Mahone Bay. Contact 902-624-0370 or Seniors Ctr., Jubilee Hall, 50 Perry St., Sussex
Contact Beverley Floyd floydb@nbnet.nb.ca
www.encompassingdesigns.com
or Erin McKenna mcrugs@hotmail.com
Middle Sackville
Spruce Top
Past Time Matters
Meet Thurs.eve. 6 - 8 p.m., Sept. to midMeet Sun. 12 - 4 pm at 255 Main St., Mahone
Meet Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at Resurgo Place
June at Sackville Heights Community Ctr.,
Bay. Carol Harvey-Clarke 902-624-9312
(Moncton Museum). Drop-ins welcome.
45 Connolly Road, Mdl. Sackville, NS
Contact Mary Lou Bath,
Contact: April Bennett: 902-864-6751
Liverpool
bathml@nbnet.nb.ca
shccprograms@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Tues. 10 am - 1:30 pm at
Superstore Meeting Room, Liverpool. Contact Past Time Matters Eve. Rug Hooking Group
The Library Loopers
Audrey Fralic 902-683-2711, alfralic2@yahoo.ca Meet 1st & 3rd Mon. 7 - 9 pm at Community
Meet Friday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Keshen
College, Rm. 117, 505 College St., Dieppe.
Goodman, Lacewood Drive in Halifax
Trinity, Rose Bay/Riverport Group
Meet Sept. to April, Tues. 1 - 4 pm at Trinity Un. Contact Margie Whyte 506-855-9041, or email
Bonnie Hookers
Church, Rose Bay. Contact Carol Harvey-Clarke margie.whyte@gmail.com
Meet Friday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Sobeys
902-624-9312, chclark@tallships.ca
Kent Hookers/Hookeuses de Kent
Community room at 752 Sackville Drive in
Hebbville
Meet Thurs. 1 - 3 pm bi-weekly at Club d’Age
Lower Sackville. Contact Barb Chartrand
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 2 pm at Hebbville Fire Hall d’Or, Main St., Richibucto. Contact Marsha 506(Bring your lunch.) Contact Jean Wentzell
523-0896, cleamac@xplornet.ca
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough
902-354-3550
The Hector Hookers
Miramichi Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 9:30 am - 1 pm at New
Lighthouse Rug Hookers Monthly Hook-in
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 3 pm Seniors Rm. in Lions
Horizons Seniors Club, 14 Kempt St., Pictou
Meet last Thurs. of each month 10 am - 2 pm,
Bldg., 234 Morrison Lane, Miramichi. Contact
Contact Ruby MacKenzie 902-351-2411
except July, Aug. & Dec. at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Marg Bertrand, maggie632010@hotmail.com
(h) 902-485-1266 (c) marreemac@ns.sympatico.ca Church, Phoenix St., Bridgewater. Contact Joan
Young 902-644-2765, jmyoung1942@gmail.com Riverview Rug Hookers
Bluenose Rug Hooking Group
or Judy Nelson j.annnelson22@gmail.com
Meet Wed., 10 am - 2 pm & Tues., 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Meet Thurs., 10 am - 1 pm at Superstore
at SouthEastern Mutual Ins. Co., Head Office,
Westville Rd. Stellarton. Meeting cancelled if Shelburne
Riverview. Contact Marie Trueman,
school is. Contact Carol MacDonald 902-752-1974 Meet Tuesday 10 am - 2 pm, (bring your lunch)
lilymariemac@gmail.com
email - carol.m@ns.sympatico.ca or contact
at McKay Memorial Library. Room for visitors,
Ann Shirley Boutilier 902-752-0308
everyone welcom. Contact
email - annsboutilier@yahoo.ca
NEW BRUNSWICK WEST
Pat Nickerson 902-575-2021,
clydenickerson@eastlink.ca
Quoddy Loopers
Bluenose Descendents Rug Hookers
Meet year round, Wed. 6:30 - 8:30 pm at Catholic
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 7 - 9 pm at Sobey’s
River House Rug Hooking
Church of St. Andrews Parish Ctr. (basement)
West Side, New Glasgow. Contact Debbie Russell Meet year round Sun., 2 - 5 pm at 36 Petite
corner King & Parr Sts., St. Andrews.
902-752-6039, macair@eastlink.ca
Riviere Rd., Petite Riviere. July & Aug., Mon.
Contact Mary Jones 506-529-3790,
7 - 9 pm on the deck. Various groups meet also. marycbjonesmj@gmail.com
Little Harbour Rug Hookers
Contact Jane Steele 902-693-3111
Meet Sept. to June, at each other’s homes Mon.
Carnegie Rug Hookers
mornings. Contact Carol Cochrane 902-755-5376 Yarmouth
Meet Sept. to mid-June, Fri. 9:30 am - noon at
email - carolcochrane001@gmail.com
Carpetbaggers
St. John Art Centre. Contact Lynn Kinsella
Meet year round Thurs. 10 am - 1 pm at
peterkin@nb.sympatico.ca
Melrose Loopy Ladies
Beacon Church Parlor. Contact Shirley
Meet Mondays 1 - 4 pm at Greenfield Oldsters
Bradshaw , 902-742-246
Heritage Rug Hooking Guild
Club, Hwys. 7 & 348. Contact Dianne Richard
Meet Oct. to May, every 2nd Thurs. 9 am - 2 pm
902-867-1579 dianne.richard@outlook.com
Rugg Bees
at St. James Presbyterian Church, 1991 Hanwell
Meet year round Wed. 11:30 am - 3:30 pm at
Rd., Hanwell. Contact Sheila Black,
Arisaig Shoreline Friends
Yarmouth County Museum, Collins St.
s.jonesblack@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to June, Tues. 1-3 pm at each other’s Contact Elaine Howatt 902-742-7017
homes. Contact Christine Vickers 902-863-5528
The Cathedral Matters Guild
chrisvickers@ns.sympatico.ca
NEWFOUNDLAND
Meet every 2nd Tues. afternoon at Christ Church
Cathedral Memorial Hall, 168 Church St.,
The
Rug
Hooking
Guild
of
Newfoundland
&
Antigonish Highland Hookers
Fredericton Contact Doris Norman, 506-454-3855,
Labrador (RHGNL) hosts various hook-ins
Meet Sept. to June, Mon. 6:30 - 9 pm at Sylvan
danorman@nbnet.nb.ca
throughout
the
province
during
the
year.
We
Valley Seniors Pl., 12 Sylvan Valley, Antigonish
welcome you to come and join us. For more
Contact Diane Penney 902-863-3133; email Evening Matters
information visit www.rhgnl.ca
dianepenney15@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 7 - 9 pm at Cathedral
NEW BRUNSWICK EAST
No Trump Hookers
Hall, Church St at Brunswick, Fredericton
Meet Sept. to June, Thurs. 1:30 - 4:30 pm, from
Contact Kimm Moore 506-474-2710
Hookeuses de Grande-Digue Hookers
house to house. Contact Andrea MacKenzie
kcmrugs@gmail.com
Meet Sept. to May, Tues. 9 - 11 am at Notre
902-485-8303, andreammackenzie@hotmail.com
Centre. Contact Marielle Poirier 506-533-9578,
Plaster Rock Legacy Loopers
marielle.poirier.mp@gmail.com
Woolly Friends
Meet every 2nd Tues. 1:30 - 4pm at Plaster Rock
Meet Sept. to June, Sundays, 6 to 9 p.m.
Public School Library, Plaster Rock. Contact
1822 Main St., Westville, NS
Connie Haddad, 506-356-8607
Contact Jane Wile 902-752-1216
chaddad51@icloud.com
Email - aae.woolshop@gmail.com
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Island Matters
Meet Sept. to June, 2nd Sat. 10 am at Farm
Ctr., 420 University Ave., Charlottetown.
Contact Paula Kenny 902-629-0340

Shady Ladies
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 10 am - 2 pm at
West Royalty Community Ctr.,
Charlottetown
Contact Anne Lockhart 902-629-0249
annelockhart49@gmail.com

RHGNS Regional Directors 2019
Nova Scotia
Annapolis Valley:
Ann Marie Harley
902-798-4679
amharley@ns.sympatico.ca
Cape Breton:
Joan MacKenzie
902-574-0056
needleitstudio@gmail.com
Colchester:
Tanya McNutt
902-895-1231
tmmcnutt@eastlink.ca
Cumberland:
Barbara Himelman
902-297-6670
bhimelman@gmail.com
Yarmouth:
Leslie Cranley-Blades
902-749-7645
leslie.cranley-blades@novascotia.ca

Proudly serving the Maritimes since 1979
New Brunswick

Dartmouth:
Helen MacMillan
902-434-4429
hmacmillan70@gmail.com

Fundy:
Yvonne Graves
902-847-9398
yegraves@ns.sympatico.ca
Halifax:
Martha Meschino
902-865-2428
martha.meschino@gmail.com
Pictou/Antigonish/Guysborough:
Shirley Joyce
902-485-8813
epls.shirley@gmail.com
and
Jane Wile
902-752-1216
aae.woolshop@gmail.com
South Shore:
Debbie Smith
902-766-4494
ddpsmith@bwr.eastlink.ca

RHGNS Officers 2019 - 2021

Lady Slipper Rug Hookers
Meet Sept. to June, Wed. 9:30 am at
Lefurgey Cultural Centre, Prince St.,
Summerside
Contact Carolyn MacKean 902-836-4238

New Brunswick East:
Vacant
New Brunswick West:
Connie Haddad
506-356-8607 or 506-356-455
chaddad51@icloud.com
and
Lil Gruntz
506 273-6979
lily.gruntz@gmail.com

Prince Edward Island

Paula Kenny
902-629-0340
kenny_paula@hotmail.com
and
Rebecca Wellner
902-569-2247
rebecca.wellner@gmail.com

Proudly serving the Maritimes since 1979

President: Ann Jones
902-742-1978
annjones@eastlink.ca

Editor: Frieda Perry
902-742-6300
perryhome@eastlink.ca

Archivist: Cathy Lowe
902-363-2157
cathlowe@eastlink.ca

Vice-President: Barbara Himelman
902-297-6670
bhimelman@gmail.com

Publicist: Shirley Joyce
902-485-8813
epls.shirley@gmail.com

Teachers’ Branch President:
Ruth Downing
902-462-2554
ruthalyson@gmail.com

Past President/Heritage Rug
Registry: Linda Alderdice
902-443-3366
lalderdice7@gmail.com

Web Liaison: Abby Cameron
782-234-1016
undertherugstudio@gmail.com

Secretary: Terry Mills
902-397-0647
millste2012@gmail.com
Treasurer: Connie Pettigrew
902-664-8731
cfs98@eastlink.ca

Membership: Lillian Gruntz
506-273-6979
lily.gruntz@gmail.com
Fairs & Exhibitions:
Yvonne Graves
902-847-9398
yegraves@ns.sympatico.cass

Rug School Director:
Patsy Gorveatte
902-476-4946
pgorveatte@eastlink.ca
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Lasting Memories
Rug hooking events are enjoyed long after the day,
creating memories that last a lifetime, preserved in rugs.
This year in Shelburne at the Spring Fling, Marian Specter
from New York shared her story with Elaine Howett
from Yarmouth. Marian explained how she had won a
lovely door prize several years ago at the Yarmouth Spring
Fling. The prize contained four fat quarters of Dorr wool
called Fiesta. Each quarter was a different colour.
Marian and her granddaughter, Fionna aged 12,
collaborated very closely on a mat that she had started
when Fionna was 2. Using all the Fiesta Dorr wool they
completed the mat.

Free Pattern
Christmas Owl
by Jane Steele

Christmas Owl hooked and adapted by Leslie Jones

Fionna now has a beautiful rug that she and her
grandmother made together from the generosity of the
Yarmouth Hookers.
Marian sent a lovely thank you to Elaine Howett and
included this picture.
- Submitted by Leslie Cranley-Blades, Yarmouth

Gwen’s Handmade
Fibre Arts Studio
Yarn & Wool Fibres
Rug Hooking Supplies
Punch Needle Supplies
Ashford Products
Spinning Wheels & Looms
1282 Salmon River Road. Truro, NS
gmmader@hotmail.com • www.gwenmader.ca

Two recent workshops were so popular, they had to be
repeated. I taught proddy poinsettias and sunflowers, and
now there is an explosion of flowers all over the South
Shore. Great for hanging on Christmas trees, quick, easy
and a lot of fun.
The other workshop was all
about hooking small Christmas
projects - trees, angels, santas,
wise men, snowflakes,
nativity, Christmas animals
(with holly). I drew a holly
owl, which set off a train of
holly animals: robin, crow,
llama, sheep, turtle, loon, fish,
etc.
These workshops were great
for all levels of ability, gave the opportunity to try out
new textures and materials, and gave tips for various
finishing techniques.
Happy Christmas, everyone!
- Submitted by Jane Steele

902-893-4874
Open Tuesday - Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

It’s Christmas at the River House Rug Hooking
Studio in Petite Riviere, NS

Free Pattern

Christmas Owl
by Jane Steele

Feel free to resize. This pattern is for onetime personal use of RHGNS members only.
The finished piece is not to be sold. All
other rights reserved.

Gallery
If you have a special or recent
rug to share, send along the
photo, including the rug hooker’s
name and the designer’s name.

Monochromatic Christmas, hooked by Janet
Boates, designed by Angie Myers

Cape Islander by Karen Stratton
- Maud Lewis (4)

Monochromatic, hooked by Shirley Carey,
Adapted with permission

Nativity framed in the end of a lobster trap,
hooked and designed by Jane Steele
Time is Fun When You're Having Flies,
hooked by Judy Langille, designed by
Encompassing Designs

Hooked by
Susan Waddy,
designed by
Della Ackles

Welcome Home by Karen Stratton,
designed by Jane Wile

RUG HOOKING GUILD OF NOVA SCOTIA

Membership Year:

October 1 to September 30

Membership Application Form

All renewal applications and payments
are due SEPTEMBER 30
Name:

______________________________________________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________________________________________________

City/Town:

______________________________________________________________________________

Prov/State: ______________________ Postal/Zip Code:______________Country:__________________
County (Canada Only) _______________________________ Phone: _____________________________
Email:_____________________________________________

Please complete form in full

Membership Category, please check one:
New Member (A Welcome package will be mailed to you)
Membership Renewal
In Canada $35.00 • Outside Canada $50.00 in Canadian Funds
If you wish your Membership Card to be mailed, please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.
Otherwise it will be sent by email.

Please make cheque or money order payable to: Rug Hooking Guild of Nova Scotia.
There is an additional fee of $35 Canadian for NSF cheques.
If you wish to have a copy of the RHGNS Bylaws, please visit our website at www.rhgns.com, or contact the
Membership Director at membership@rhgns.com

Please select one of the following methods to receive your magazine “The Loop”
(if no selection is made, your Loop subscription will default to email only)
Receive Printed Copy

Receive Copy by Email

Receive Printed Copy and Copy by Email

The RHGNS only discloses our Membership List to the RHGNS Board of Directors (which includes the
Regional Directors), and as needed to distribute The Loop Magazine.
WE DO NOT, OTHERWISE, SELL, DISTRIBUTE OR MAKE AVAILABLE OUR MEMBERSHIP LIST.

Member’s Signature ___________________________________________ Date __________________________
Mail completed form to:
Lillian Gruntz
The RHGNS Membership Director
1145 Route 390
Gladwyn, New Brunswick
Canada E7H 4N7
If you have any questions: Please contact the Membership Director at the above address or
email membership@rhgns.com or Phone: 506-273-6979

For Membership Director Only:
Date Received ______________________Cheque/Money Order Number ______________ Amount ________
Membership Card Issued ______________ New Member Package Mailed _____________________________
RHGNS November 2019

A Fisherman’s Life
Summer 2020 at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic, Lunenburg, Nova Scotia
GUIDELINES AND CONDITIONS

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

1. Deadline March 31, 2020. Registrations will be limited
to 25 entries due to limited exhibit space.
2. All participants must be current members of the
RHGNS. Each member may enter one hooked piece
based on this year’s theme.
3. Include a story of the inspiration or significance of
your work. Maximum 50 words. Additional text may
be edited to fit museum signage criteria.
4. A $10 registration fee must be included with this
registration form.
5. Hooked pieces may be any size up to a maximum of
36 inches x 48 inches or any shape with a maximum
total area of 12 square feet.
6. Any type of backing and material is permitted.
Traditional rug hooking as well as other techniques
may be used.
7. All entries must be clean, (no dust, stains or animal
hairs, etc.) and appropriately finished with attached
hardware ready for hanging. Unframed pieces must
have a sleeve on the back with a rod inserted in the
sleeve. Framed pieces must have hardware and wire
for hanging.
8. Each entry must have the title of the piece, name of
the designer, name and residence of the artist (i.e.
Lunenburg, NS), securely attached to the back of the
hooked piece for identification.
9. The Guild and the Museum will make every effort to
keep the pieces safe; however, they are not responsible
for any incidents that may occur. Insurance of each
hooked piece is the responsibility of the artist.
10.The show will be installed by the end of May 2020
and will remain on display at the Fisheries Museum
of the
Atlantic until the season closing in midOctober, 2020. All entries are part of the complete
exhibit and must remain in the exhibit until the show
closes.
11. Delivery: Entries will be collected at Rug School
(May 3-8). To arrange delivery before May 3, please
contact one of the committee members.
12. Pick-up: Pieces may be collected at the closing
hook-in, at the October Guild AGM or by
arrangement with a committee member.

Name: _______________________________________

Shirley Brown:

Date: ________________________________________

Phone: 902-634-9564
Email: shirleyabrown@eastlink.ca
Heather Gordon: Phone: 902-527-9084
Email: heatheronbluerocks@gmail.com
Kelly James
Phone: 902-298-5002
Email: kelly@kneedeepinca.ca
Penny Pratt:
Phone: 902-634-9260
Email: rhgns.fma2020@eastlink.ca
Patricia Smith:
Phone: 902-530-3001
Email: ticiapatsmith@gmail.com

Mailing Address: _______________________________
____________________________________________
Postal Code: __________________________________
Phone No: ____________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Title of hooked piece: ___________________________
____________________________________________
Size: Width: _____ inches;

Height: _____inches

Backing: _____________________________________
Material Used: ________________________________
____________________________________________
Cuts: ________________________________________
Designed by: __________________________________
Hooked by: ___________________________________
Sleeve with Dowel:__________ or Framed ________

REGISTRATION CHECKLIST
Checklist: All of the following items must be included.
___
___
___

Registration form completed, signed and dated.
Write up about your hooked piece for the show.
$10 fee - cheque or money order payable to the
RHGNS/FMA

Signature: ____________________________________
Mail to: A Fisherman’s Life
c/o Penny Pratt
151 Smeltzer Road
RR #1 Mahone Bay, NS
B0J 2E0

